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In thy light shall we see light.
				
Psalm 36:9
			

March 2022
The Lenient Hand of Time
by the Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt

People like me who grew up in the town that is the halfway point of the Boston Marathon assume
that every resident goes out to watch the runners of that storied race on the third Monday in April. My
yearly experience as a child conditioned me to know when to arrive to see the fastest athletes—male
and female—make it to the halfway point. Once they came by, I watched for Boston legend Dick Hoyt,
who for years pushed his son in a wheelchair while running the course. One year a seminary friend
who was not an elite athlete participated, so I remained curbside to see her run by. As I watched for her,
I saw what happens in the slower portion of the race and noticed that these runners did not look very
different from me. I began to think that maybe I too could accomplish this goal. Maybe I too could run
26.2 miles!
So I did. I ran marathons in New York, Cape Cod, and Chicago, but not in Boston, even though I
tried. I applied to run for a charity but was not selected; I tried to qualify by time, but since I had chosen
a crowded race on a hot day as a qualifier my time was too slow. By 2010 I let go of the idea. And then
just a few weeks ago, in mid-February, a high school classmate messaged me, “Strange question, but
have you ever run/wanted to run the Boston Marathon?” It turns out that she had an extra invitational
entry because of her family’s years of involvement with the event’s organizing group. Within hours I
was registered. It feels like a dream come true.
I have too few weeks to prepare and the timing of the race is crummy for me, but I am excited and
energized and I will be ready. And I am reminded that things often work out in the most unexpected
way and at the most unexpected moment. Usually, a solution eventually appears. Even the most
insurmountable problems reach resolution and the deepest hurts evolve over time.
The passage of time is particularly poignant during the season of Lent. The natural world is slowly
awakening. The green shoots of bulbs planted in the fall begin to appear. Those familiar yellow flowers
are about to spread like blankets along Church Road. Spring and Lent happen predictably. As the
frozen ground softens, our hope builds. Ash Wednesday marks the start of a journey we have taken
before. We know its end point and yet each year the experience is unique.
I invite you to a holy Lent. This is a season of penitence and fasting for the purpose of being
intentional in our relationship with God. When we acknowledge our shortcomings, the immensity of
God’s forgiveness becomes clear.
Time does not make everything better. Sometimes it does—sometimes the dream we let go of comes
true—but mostly time heals, thanks to God’s unconditional and wild love. That love is what this season
[Cont. on p. 2]

Sharing Easter Joy with Darby Mission—Again
The past two years have been challenging for everyone, but especially for communities like
Darby, where the residents already face the challenges of poverty, joblessness, violence, stress, and
poor health. Thanks to the tireless work of Vicar Doris Rajagopal, in the face of safety complications
necessitated by Covid, Darby Mission continues to bring the gospel to the community in ways that
make a difference tangibly and spiritually, and the Darby Mission community has been strengthened.
It is our joy at St. Peter’s to provide Easter dinner for forty Darby Mission families once again this
year. Shopping bags will be available for pick-up at church on Sunday, March 20; a specific list of
the non-perishable items needed for one family dinner will be attached to each bag. To participate,
just take a bag, shop for the items (approximate cost, $20), and return the filled bag to church by
Sunday, April 3. Thanks to donations at Alternative Christmas, the outreach commission will add a
roasting chicken and a potted Easter flower to each bag and will deliver these feasts to Vicar Doris at
Darby Mission on Good Friday, just in time for Easter.
If you have questions, please contact either Becky Dempsey (rsdemp@yahoo.com or 717-2616678) or Cathy Terlescki (jterlescki@aol.com or 610-805-6864). Don’t miss this opportunity to share
Easter joy with our brothers and sisters in Darby!

Blood Drive—Rising! Shining! Giving God the Glory!
The St. Peter’s blood drive on March 6 is fully subscribed! Heartfelt thanks to
everyone for your encouragement and support, and to our donors (including fourteen
St. Peter’s first-timers), and to the wonderful organizing team in this effort. Volunteer
greeters and hosts are still needed, so please let Martin McElroy know if you can help.
We also ask members who regularly donate at other donation sites to let the church office know; this
information will help us determine the full impact of the parish on the community.
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is about. This year you might choose to spend
Lent identifying your hopes or naming your fears
or even feeling your hurts. Offer these tender
parts of yourself to God and listen to scripture,
music, and silence for God’s response. The pages
that follow offer information about ways you
can engage this season. Join us on Wednesday
evenings for soup supper, try popcorn theology,
attend Compline, or maybe make it your goal
to come to church every Sunday. Use this time
wisely, reverently, intentionally. I promise that
you will be glad you did.
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The Way of the Cross
Jauneth Skinner’s The Way of the
Cross will be displayed in the historic
church on Ash Wednesday. This original
work of art, which was gifted to St.
Peter’s in 2015, depicts the stations
of the cross on fourteen black and
white scratchboard panels. After
Ash Wednesday, the panels will
hang in the barn for the remainder
of Lent. At 4 p.m. on Sunday, April
3, we will walk the stations together.

Compline Service
for the Beginning of Lent
We will offer a service of Compline in
the barn at 7:30 p.m. on the first Sunday
of Lent, March 6. Compline
is a contemplative experience,
celebrated in candlelight, during
which the choir section leaders
will sing music in the Taizé
style. Attending this service is
a wonderful way to begin your
Lenten devotion.

Wednesday Evening Lenten [Soup] Suppers
Our five-week Lenten soup supper series (minus the shared soup) begins on Wednesday,
March 9, via Zoom. This year we will watch and then discuss “Signs of Life—Why
Church Matters,” a series of conversations presented by brothers in the Society of St. John
the Evangelist in Cambridge, MA. The conversations will be structured around the themes
of light, water, food, shelter, and community.
We will air the video on Zoom at 6:30, and our discussion will run from 6:50 to 8. If you prefer, you
can view the video on your own before 6:30 that evening (at www.signsoflife.org) and then join the Zoom
conversation at 6:50. The Zoom information will be published via Keynotes before each session.

Special Popcorn Theology Series for Lent: “Those Who Sing, Pray Twice”
Of the place of singing in our worship and praise of God, St. Augustine observed, “He who sings,
prays twice.” His words have both everything and nothing to do with this year’s weekly popcorn theology
series during Lent that turns our attention to films based on musical theater. This much-maligned genre has
certainly given us many Best Picture Oscar winners—among them Going My Way (1944), An American in
Paris (1951), West Side Story (1961), My Fair Lady (1964), Oliver! (1968), and Chicago (2002)—but in
this Lenten series we will explore five other musicals that span seven decades.
On the five Mondays in Lent, St. Peter’s “popcorn theologians” will consider the following musicals
that offer food for thought as we reflect on the spiritual, moral, and religious themes they convey up front,
and through and beyond the musical score. :
March 7: South Pacific (film 1958; Broadway 1949)
March 14: Fiddler on the Roof (film 1971; Broadway 1964)
March 21: Cabaret (film 1972; Broadway 1966)
March 28: Les Misérables (film 2012; London West End, 1985)
April 4: La La Land (film 2016)
No special training or experience is needed to become a popcorn theologian—simply watch the films,
available on a host of film archives, before the discussion, and then use the Zoom link you receive in
Keynotes to add your voice to the hour-long discussion. Have your popcorn and a beverage at the ready
if you wish and join the conversation from 6 to 7 p.m. on any or all of the five Mondays during Lent. For
more information, contact Mark Nestlehutt (mark.nestlehutt@gmail.com) or Steve Ockenden (steveock@
verizon.net). All are welcome!
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Notice of Annual Meeting
May 1, 2022

Our parish by-laws stipulate that “the annual meeting of the Corporation
and the election of vestrypersons shall be held in the Church edifice or such
adjacent building of the Corporation at the discretion of the vestry within
thirty days after Easter Sunday each year.” This year we intend to hold our
annual meeting in person after the 10 a.m. service on Sunday, May 1.
The parish by-laws define eligible voters at this meeting as “all confirmed
persons of the age of eighteen years or upwards who shall have been
worshipers in the Church as their usual place of worship for at least one year.” If you have a question
about your eligibility to vote, please contact our parish administrator, Rachel Martin Swartz. Our bylaws
state that you must be present at the meeting to vote unless you requested an absentee ballot beforehand.
We are working on arranging for people to participate from home and will announce details later.
The nominating committee (retiring vestrypersons David Graves, Linda Holden, Cathy Terlescki, and
Laurel Veitch and at-large members Jeff Conway, Amy Fisher, Gail Guthridge, and Martin McElroy) has
proposed the following slate to serve as the vestry class of 2025: Jan Himmelreich, Gail Malcolm, Nick
Mosvick, and Melissa Shaner. Their biographies appear on p.5. Any member of the congregation who
wishes to place an additional name in nomination must do so by submitting a petition signed by at least ten
eligible voting members to the nominating committee no later than March 31.
The annual parish meeting is always an important event in the life of the parish, but especially this
year, as we celebrate the accomplishments of the past year and look ahead to the ministries into which
God is calling us at this time. Please plan to join us for this important event in our parish life and for the
single service that precedes it at 10 a.m. Following the meeting, we will enjoy fellowship and celebration.
(Details about this will appear in future Keynotes and in the April Beacon.) There is much good news to
share and celebrate, and we hope to see you on May 1.

Life, Liturgy, and the Power of Words: Liturgy in the Life of the Church
“Liturgy,” the language and templates we use for public worship, has been
described as “the work of the people.” But is this an accurate description of how
it functions within the church? What is the primary role of liturgy and whom
do various rites represent? To help us consider such questions, in adult forum
this month the Rev. Mark Nestlehutt will explore liturgy’s role and place in
the Episcopal Church and its development over time and will highlight some
developing trends in liturgy.
•
•
•

March 13: What is liturgy, from where does it come, how is it developed, and why has it
evolved over time?
March 20: Lesser-known liturgies in the current Book of Common Prayer and their role in
public and private worship.
March 27: Liturgical innovations in Enriching Our Worship and the work of the Standing
Commission on Liturgy and Music. What is on the horizon, and why is it there?

Please join us in person for these discussions at 10:20 a.m., either in the barn, or from home via livestream
on Facebook. To facilitate participation from home, we will email links to the liturgies under discussion via
Keynotes beforehand.
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Jan Himmelreich
A “cradle Episcopalian,” Jan Himmelreich
grew up in a small parish in Easton CT. Upon
moving to this area, she joined St. Peter’s Church in
Broomall; when it closed, she attended Washington
Memorial Chapel, but also explored other nearby
churches. She discovered SPGV through her
friend Gail Guthridge and moved her membership
to SPGV in Jan. 2018.
She has enthusiastically participated in
flower guild and our foyers groups and this past
year chaired the stewardship commission. As a
participant in Sacred Ground, she has learned about
the challenges ahead of us as we Episcopalians
work to fulfil our mission. Jan, who has two
adult children and three grandchildren, works in
compliance and cybersecurity governance.

Gail Malcolm
Gail and Larry Malcolm have been St. Peter’s
members for thirty years—since their daughter
Christine’s pre-school days. Gail serves on the
worship, pastoral care, and communications
commissions and on altar guild; teaches Sunday
school; is a Eucharistic minister and visitor; and
participates in the weekly intercessory and morning
prayer groups. She managed the booking and
execution of High Point events for over three years
before we partnered with Robert Ryan Catering;
now she coordinates non-catered events booked in
the church and barn.
Since retiring in August 2020, Gail enjoys
cooking, daily walks and gym exercises, and doing
chair yoga on Zoom. She is honored to be nominated
to serve on the vestry.

Nick Mosvick
Nick and Lindsey Mosvick first came to St.
Peter’s on Christmas Eve in 2019, days after
moving to Malvern from Williamsburg (VA) and
found both this parish community and its history
to be welcoming and a perfect fit for their young
family. Nick works at the National Constitution
Center as a senior fellow in constitutional content.
He enjoys reading history and philosophy for
pleasure, is a committed sports fan (of everything
from soccer to hockey), and loves listening to and
performing music from Bach to the Beatles.
Nick has attended Wednesday morning Bible
study regularly since the summer of 2020, has
led several adult forums, and plans to get more
involved with the St. Peter’s Historical Society and
other ministries.

Melissa Shaner
Melissa, her husband Don Cheetham, and their
children Alexander and Cathryn came to St. Peter’s
in the fall of 2005. Professionally, she worked in arts
administration in Philadelphia for almost ten years
and has been a freelance editor for about fifteen.
Since 2015, Melissa has coordinated St. Peter’s
adult formation programming—a source of great
satisfaction for someone who enjoys tangling
intellectually with religion and its questions in
community. She is a member of the communications
commission (as the primary administrator of our
Facebook page) and the barn dance committee;
performed in all but two of St. Peter’s Players
productions; and this year served as a Sacred Ground
facilitator. Recently she joined the new diocesan
LGBTQIA+ committee.

Youth Group will meet for a fun outing on Sunday, March 13— Laser Tag at Grand
Slam in Malvern! Please check your email for details or contact Abigail (abigail@
stpetersgv.org).
Mark your calendars now for Youth Jam! On Saturday afternoon, June 11, St.
Peter’s will once again host this diocesan youth event. If you wish to volunteer to help
stage this gathering of young people from across the diocese, please contact Abigail
(abigail@stpetersgv.org or 610-644-2261).
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The newly revitalized newcomer’s commission serves to help visitors
and new members feel welcome at St. Peter’s and to integrate them into
our active church community. In addition, the welcoming we do on
Sundays, we sponsor regular get togethers for newcomers at Abigail’s
home to give them a chance to enjoy relaxed conversation and meet each
other and longer-term church members. We plan to reach out to visitors
and new members on a more personal and regular basis and are looking
for new members of the commission, so please let chair Helen Ockenden
(helenock@verizon.net) know about your ideas or your interest in joining
the commission.

The Green Stewards at Work
All around St. Peter’s, our commitment to the
Reduce/Reuse/Recycle principle and creation care
is evident. Easy to spot outdoors are the butterfly
garden that supports pollinators and the absence of
harmful, invasive trees. Some less obvious activities
are our research into sustainable energy options; the
gift of a water-conserving dishwasher to free us from
using and tossing plastic tableware and of a gently
used electric stove that didn’t go to the landfill after
a kitchen upgrade. In the past year we also educated
ourselves through adult forums and webinars;
recycled books; and lobbied legislators to support
renewable energy policies.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What’s next? The Interfaith Power and Light
environmental group is giving us twenty native trees
and bushes at no cost; we anticipate planting them in
early April. If you are interested in pursuing green
projects, have ideas on how we can care for creation,
or want to be receive our green steward emails, please
contact Brenda Grove (brendabgrove@gmail.com).
If you use Facebook and want to learn more about
the work of the green stewards, consider joining the
Episcopal Ecological News-updates (EpEN) group.
If you want to offset your own carbon footprint,
visit www.cooleffect.org/ecoamerica or the Blessed
Tomorrow website.

Jeanne Lockner for organizing the youth Valentine cookie-making
project, and “chocolatière” Suzanne Casey for assisting;
Everyone who supported the youth mission trip by purchasing Valentine
cookies, including the generous donor who bought them for Echo Lake;
Jeff Moretzsohn for inspiring the Echo Lake Valentine cookie challenge
and for creating the prayer cards included in each resident’s package;
Kathrine Bright for accepting the invitation to chair the communications commission;
David Graves for researching and summarizing the best purchase options for a projector suitable for
video presentations, as recommended by the communications commission;
David Kasievich, Shelby Rowe, and Soozung Rankin of St. James School for their February visit,
and the Rev. Andrew Kellner for preaching that day;
Everyone who has worked on refurbishing the kitchen in the historic building;
Laurel Veitch for substituting as recording secretary at the January vestry meeting;
Doug Jones for obtaining bids for the replacement of the parish house roof;
Those who cleared the walkways of snow during February;
The people from St. Peter’s and St. David’s who organized the Sacred Ground series partnership that
not only fostered greater racial understanding but also built relationships among the participants.
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March 6
Red Cross Blood Drive
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (church)
Holy Eucharist, Rite 1
10 a.m. (barn)
Inquirer class
6 p.m.
Compline
7:30 p.m. (barn)
March 1
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Women on the Hill
7 p.m. (Zoom)
March 2
Ash Wednesday liturgy
12 noon (church)
7:30 p.m. (barn)

March 14
Popcorn theology
6 to 7 p.m. (Zoom)
March 16
Lenten soup supper
6:30 to 8 p.m. (Zoom)
March 21
Popcorn theology
6 to 7 p.m. (Zoom)

March 7
Popcorn theology
6 to 7 p.m. (Zoom)

March 23
Lenten soup supper
6:30 to 8 p.m. (Zoom)

March 9
Lenten soup supper
6:30 to 8 p.m. (Zoom)

March 28
Popcorn theology
6 to 7 p.m. (Zoom)

March 12
Memorial Service for Dan Mannix
2 p.m.

March 5
Needlework ministry
10 a.m. (barn)
Memorial Service for Katy Place
12 noon

March 30
Lenten soup supper
6:30 to 8 p.m. (Zoom)

March 13
Start of Daylight Saving Time
Youth outing
5 p.m.

January 2022 Financial Snapshot

Parishioner Contributions
Other Income*		
Total Income			
Total Expense			
Surplus/ (Deficit)		

January
2022

Year-end
Projection

$ 83,749
4,993
88,742
47,587
41,155

$574,979
129,611
704,590
696,658
7,932

Budget
2022
$576,000
102,150
678,150
678,150
0

*Includes interest, rentals, endowment distributions
St. Peter’s income was substantially higher than expenses in January, primarily
because many parishioners accelerated their 2022 pledge payments. Thank you!
—Eric Lien for the finance commission
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St. Peter’s Church in the Great Valley
2475 St. Peter’s Road, Malvern, PA 19355
Telephone: 610-644-2261
E-mail: parishoffice@stpetersgv.org Web site: www.stpetersgv.org

The Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt, Rector
The Ven. Jeff Moretzsohn, Deacon
Dr. Bruce Glenny, Organist/Choirmaster
Rachel Martin Swartz, Parish Administrator
Denise Nuttall, Preschool Director
Gail Malcolm, Event Coordinator
Mario Delano, Weekend Facilities Manager

Our Mission:
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
to nurture people of all ages in the
knowledge and love of God in Jesus Christ,
and to make Him known
in the wider community

Weekly Offerings at St. Peter’s
Sunday
8 a.m.		
9 a.m.		
10:15 a.m.
11:15 p.m.
First Sunday
10 a.m.		

Holy Eucharist, Rite 1*
Family Eucharist & Sunday School**
Adult Formation**
Holy Eucharist*
Holy Eucharist**		

Monday thru Thursday
12 noon
Noonday Prayer***
Wednesday
10 a.m.		

Morning Prayer & Bible Study***

Thursday
10:30 a.m.

Intercessory Prayer Group***

Friday
8 a.m.		

Gathering of Men***

		

* Church
** Barn
		*** Virtual
Parish office open Mon. thru Thurs., 9 a.m. to 4 :30 p.m.

The deadline for the
April Beacon
is March 15.

Holy Week and Easter Preview
April 10
Palm Sunday
Worship at 8, 9, & 11:15 a.m.
Choral evensong
4 p.m.
April 14
Maundy Thursday liturgy
7:30 p.m. (church)
Watch begins after the service
and ends at 12 noon, Friday
April 15
Good Friday liturgy
12 noon (church)
April 17
Easter Day
The Great Vigil of Easter
6 a.m. (church)
Festal Easter Eucharist
9 and 11:15 a.m. (barn)
Family egg hunt after the 9 a.m. service
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