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In thy light shall we see light.
				
Psalm 36:9
			

December 2021 ~ January 2022
What the Heck is a Chrismon Tree?
by the Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt

While the origins of the chrismon tree are uncertain, what is certain is that Frances Kipps Spencer, is
credited with having created the first set of chrismons in 1957, for the tree at Ascension Lutheran Church
in Danville, Virginia. She wanted to decorate the church festively, but also reverently, and so devised a
set of white and gold ornaments to reflect the Christian faith. They are symbols that represent Christ, and
their name, a combination of “Christ” and “monogram,” aptly describes them.
This year one of the delights of our Christmas Eve family Eucharist will be decorating St. Peter’s first
chrismon tree. The children will be invited to come forward during the hymn before the gospel lesson,
choose an ornament, and find just the right place for it to hang. Each will be a little different, but all
will point to Jesus. The butterfly, for example, is a sign of the resurrection, the dove represents the Holy
Spirit, the three intertwining circles symbolize the eternal quality of the Trinity, and the Anchor cross was
the early Christians’ clandestine symbol of their faith that helped them avoid persecution. Since many of
Jesus’ first followers were illiterate, they relied on symbols, just as we rely on scripture now. A chrismon
tree with its gold and white ornaments and sparkling lights is a delightful sight and a poignant testimony
to the meaning of Christmas: the birth of Christ, God’s son sent to bring us hope and peace and eternal life.
The chrismon tradition grew out of a campaign to “put the Christ back in Christmas,” a cause still in
need of a campaign. Every year I am struck by the disconnect I see between what Christmas means and
the pressure we feel around all that we are expected to do at this time of year. It is a perennial problem that
we need not add to by worrying about what we cannot change. Instead, we can do the small things that
nudge us back to remembering that Christmas is a birthday. That is the message printed on the buttons
ordered by the rector with whom I worked when I was a new priest. Every year he distributed hundreds of
them throughout Advent to anyone who came to church. His instructions were, “Wear the button on your
coat or sweater. If someone comments on your button, take it off and give it to that person. Then come
back to church and get another one.” It was a simple, almost goofy scheme, but it worked. All over town,
people wore the buttons, and each week parishioners came back for replacements.
From listening to you I know that you are busy, tired, and not sure how to manage all the activities
and work and “stuff’ there is to do. I understand. Our Advent and Christmas offerings are designed to
keep us mindful of the gift God wants us each to enjoy—the gift of life, love, and hope. Find your way
to connect in the pages that follow. There is something that will work for you. Advent writing, outreach
opportunities, lessons and carols, centering prayer, Christmas caroling, and more. I particularly invite you
to consider being a part of our inaugural chrismon year: join the women of the parish in helping to make
them, come on Christmas Eve to decorate the tree, share the joy by bringing a friend. All are welcome.
Always. May you find unexpected blessing in the holy weeks ahead.

Writing Our Way through Advent

Advent Lessons and Carols.

In keeping with our tradition of Advent
Wednesdays, we invite everyone to observe
Advent by joining a Zoom gathering from 7 to
8 on three Wednesday evenings, December 1,
8, and 15. During this time, we will work our
way through Advent by putting pencil to paper,
since writing is a way of paying close attention to
our lives. Finding the right words to describe our
lives can be an act of holy gratitude and a way of
connecting to ourselves and others.
We will reflect on what the season of Advent
looks, sounds, and tastes like, on memories that
Advent awakens in us, and on what it means to
anticipate. Join us for an experience of writing
our thoughts and sharing them with each other.
We will be guided in our musings by a program
and process initiated by the Episcopal Diocese
of North Carolina. Copies of the workbook can
be downloaded or picked up in the church office
and gathering spaces, and the Zoom link will be
emailed beforehand. For more information, call
the church office or facilitator Shannon Almquist
(610-908-3883), who will inspire us, we hope, to
find the writer deep within.

You will not want to miss the beautiful,
candlelit service of Lessons and Carols on Sunday,
December 5 at 4 p.m. in the barn. The choir will
sing favorite anthems for the
season, including Michael
John Trotta’s 2016 setting
of Veni, Veni Emmanuel
for women’s voices and
percussion.
An adaptation of a
medieval Christmas Vigil
Service from the time of King
Henry VII, the Service of
Lessons and Carols centers on lessons that tell the
Biblical story leading to Christ’s birth. Together
with hymns, anthems, and prayers, they provide
an opportunity to reflect upon God’s gift to the
world. The service is intended as a preparation
for the Christmas season and seeks to nurture
anticipation in each of us. Treat yourself and
a friend to this special service, and stay for the
simple reception that follows.

Centering Prayer in Advent
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Silence has taken on a new dimension for me
since the pandemic began and once-bustling streets
were eerily empty. I find myself craving the quiet
silence of centering prayer, the refreshment that
comes from intentionally listening to God rather
than fretting about what needs to get done. As
Martin Laird points out in Into the Silent Land: A
Guide to the Christian Practice of Contemplation,
medieval theologian Meister Eckhart observed that
“the noblest attainment in this life is to be silent and
let God work and speak within.”
Our evening of centering prayer on Thursday,
December 9, will begin at 7 p.m. with a very brief
introduction and then we will enter into silent prayer
together. Consider this gift of quiet in the midst of a
busy season. Please contact me (abigail@stpetersgv.
org or 610-644-2261) for more information or to let
me know you plan to participate.
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St. Peter’s Women and the Chrismon Tree
You read that title right—that’s not a misspelled word in the title! On Christmas Eve, the
children will decorate a tree with special white and gold ornaments called chrismons, each
of which is in the shape of a symbol that points to Christ. When hung on an evergreen along
with strings of white lights, these handcrafted ornaments make for a truly beautiful tree.
But who will make the ornaments? The women of St. Peter’s will, at this month’s gathering at 7 p.m.
on Tuesday, December 7, which will take the form of a chrismon workshop. No special artistic skills
are required, since we will cut from patterns, paint some simple designs, and do lots of gluing. Laughter
is guaranteed! This should prove to be a good evening for getting into the Christmas spirit, so do plan
to join us in the parish hall at 7 p.m. Parishioners are invited to bring friends and young people as well.
For additional information contact Shannon Almquist (shannonalmquist@verizon.net) or Holly Hardester
(hahardester@gmail.com).

Christmas Pageant 2021
Again this year, parishioner
Mary Ann Morgan has scripted
a wonderful Christmas pageant
that not only incorporates the
story of the nativity of our
Savior but also provide some of
St. Peter’s history. In fact, the narrator of this year’s
pageant, to be presented at the 9 a.m. service on
December 19, is none other than St. Peter himself!
We invite all the children of the parish to
participate. There will be three rehearsals, and parents
must accompany children at all of them, as well as
during the pageant. Rehearsals are scheduled for
December 5, 9 a.m.
December 12, 10 a.m. (run-through)
December 18, time TBD.
We heartily invite people of all ages to come at 9 a.m.
on December 19 and experience a unique re-telling
of the familiar story.

A Note from Abigail about the
Christmas Eve Family Service
Since the pageant takes place on December 19,
you are probably wondering what we going to do at
4 p.m. on Christmas Eve. Do not fear—that service
in the barn will be as family-friendly as ever! This
year the children will help decorate a chrismon tree,
Abigail will offer a children’s homily, and we will
of course enjoy the wonderful music of the season.
There might even be a special treat for everyone.

Carols, Cider, and Cookies
Come to the parish hall in the historic
church at 7 p.m. on Friday, December 17, when
Ryan Battin will play the grand piano and lead
us in an hour of singing and fun! For safety’s
sake, the windows will be open, and we will
wear masks for singing, but we will still have
seasonal fun as we raise our voices together.
To RSVP, please contact Abigail (abigail@
stpetersgv.org or 610-644-2261), or use the
sign up sheet.

Christmas Flowers
Christmas memorials are
a wonderful way to remember
loved ones or to celebrate family
milestones like weddings, births,
and anniversaries.
Your “in
thanksgiving for” or “in memory
of” gift will be listed in the Christmas
service leaflets. Order forms are available
in the Sunday leaflets and the parish office;
the suggested minimum contribution is $30.
Please include on the order form the names of
those whom you wish to honor or remember,
make your check payable to St. Peter’s
Church, and write “Christmas memorials” on
the memo line. You can either mail your order
to the office or put it in the offering plate by
December 13. Thank you!
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Christmas Outreach Opportunities
Spread the Gift of Love through Alternative Christmas
Even though the Christmas season has become focused on shopping and materialism as a way to
celebrate the birth of our Savior, preparing for the holidays does not have to emphasize either. To help
fulfill the desire of many of us to de-emphasize consumer spending during the holidays, the outreach
commission is once again sponsoring St. Peter’s “Alternative Christmas” market.
Through this three-week event, you can honor the gift of love among family members and friends by
making a donation in someone’s name to one of our six partner ministries: Chester Children’s Chorus,
Church Housing Corporation, The Clinic, Habitat for Humanity, St. James School, and St. Peter’s Food
Ministry. In addition, the youth group will host a table inviting your support for their June “pilgrimission”
to Navajoland. In return for a donation, you will receive a lovely gift card for the person you wish to honor
and a description of the work of the ministry that will receive it.
The “market” will be open after the 10 a.m. service on Sunday, December 5, and after the 9 and 11:15
services on December 12 and December 19. Anyone not attending services in person is invited to send
a donation for any of these ministries to the parish office, noting on the memo line both “Alternative
Christmas” and which outreach partner is to receive your gift.

Coats for Coatesville
Since
September
2020,
our food ministry has prepared
and distributed lunches to
grateful, underserved community
members in Coatesville. Last
Christmas, St. Peter’s also
distributed warm coats to bring
these Coatesville residents the
joy of a warm coat before the
worst of the winter weather set in.
We are re-running the coat
drive this year and are asking
everyone to consider donating a
new coat, or funds towards the
purchase of one, for children
and adults. (Tip: $25 to $35
buys a warm coat at Costco.)
The deadline for donating a coat
or contributing towards one is
December 12.
Please leave
the coats in the parish house
on a weekday or at church on a
Sunday. Thank you in advance
for participating.

Gifting Tree
Reminders
•

•

•

It’s not too late to
select an ornament
from our gifting
trees—a few still
are still waiting for
someone to take
them.
December 10 is the
deadline for Church
Housing gifts.
The deadline for
St. James School
and CYWA gifts is
December 12.

You're
Invited!
The Chester
Children’s Chorus

Virtual Holiday
Concert Special II

Hosted by John Alston
Saturday, December 11, 2021
7:00–7:45 p.m. ET
Celebrate the holidays with the joyous music of the
Chester Children’s Chorus as John shares highlights
from our wonderful summer and fall performances,
stories of our successes and challenges, and cameos
from a few members of the CCC.

RSVP Now for the Virtual Holiday Concert Special II

Please pre-register to receive the link to watch this virtual
concert.

Register at www.swarthmore.
edu/chester-childrens-chorus

Sha r e this e m a il:

Manage your preferences | Opt out using TrueRemove™
Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.
View this email online.
112 Park Avenue
Swarthmore, PA | 19081 US
This email was sent to .
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.
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Christmastide Services at a Glance
December 24
Christmas Eve
Family Eucharist, a child-friendly service
4 p.m. (barn)
Choral prelude with choir, organ, & strings*
8:30 p.m. (barn)
Festal candlelit choral Eucharist*
9 p.m. (barn)

				

December 25
Christmas Day
Morning Prayer
10 a.m. (Zoom)

December 26
1st Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
8 and 10 a.m. (church)
January 2
2 Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
10 a.m. (church)
nd

January 9
1 Sunday after the Epiphany
Holy Eucharist
8, 9, and 11:15 a.m.
Sunday school resumes, 9 a.m.
King cake celebration after all services
st

* To ensure sufficient spacing between worshippers, we will hold this year’s evening service in the barn. Extra
candles and other touches will help recreate the serene atmosphere of the historic church on Christmas Eve.

Epiphany 2022
The Feast of the Epiphany, which falls on January 6, signals the end of the Christmas season.
Also known as “Christmastide” and as the “twelve days of Christmas,” Epiphany, the
Greek word for “manifestation,” marks three “firsts” in Jesus’ life. The visit of the
Magi, Jesus’ baptism in the River Jordan, and the miracle at Cana were said to have
two remarkable features in common: all involved divine intercession and all occurred
on the same day, though in different years. During the season after the Epiphany,
between January 7 and Ash Wednesday, we celebrate the many occasions when Jesus’ divinity was
disclosed to his followers and also to us in our lives today.
This year, we will mark Epiphany with our traditional King cake after each service on Sunday,
January 9, so be sure to join us at 8, 9, or 11:15 a.m. for this special day.
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Preschool Happenings
The Christmas season is upon us, and our preschoolers are enjoying
every minute of it They are having a blast creating holiday crafts and
artwork and celebrating with classroom parties. We look forward to
the season of giving as we carry on the tradition of donating books to
The Clinic. This year we are also inviting our preschool families to
participate in St. Peter’s holiday outreach collection of
toys and clothing.
In other news, our annual grandparents’ day was a
success as usual. And last month’s rummage sale, so
ably led by Michelle and Mike Harman, was a smash
hit, both for the community members who came to buy and for the
preschool (see the inset). Everyone at the preschool is so thankful for
this event and ever so grateful for everyone who donated items and
volunteered to help. The sale couldn’t have happened without you!

Rummage Sale Update
In case you’re wondering,
the rummage sale has so far
earned around $4000 for
the preschool, but that’s not
the final count yet. So watch
for the final numbers in the
next issue! And thank you
to everyone who made the
sale so successful—all who
donated their treasures, sorted
and priced items, worked
as salespeople, and bought
“new” treasures at the sale!

The Joy of Rising and Shining and Giving God the Glory!
St. Peter’s parishioners are fantastic! More than a hundred pledges have already been received, and
we are rapidly closing in on our goals for the 2022 budget. This is a terrific place to be, for it gives the
finance commission and vestry a clear view of how we can operate in 2022. And we are ever so grateful
for all of those pledges. To help us reach our pledging goals, we invite those who have not yet made a
pledge to “Rise and Shine” in Advent and add thirty more pledges to our total.
The stewardship commission is now turning its attention to developing its program for year-round
stewardship. It is fully committed to rolling out the new office management system and mobile app the
vestry already approved. Now that the staff has had time to get comfortable with the new software and
its mobile segment, we can get the app up and running for parishioners.
Other tasks coming our way are expanding St. Peter’s social media presence and sharing more of
our time and talent to help the community around us find God’s blessings. In particular, one upcoming
event is hosting blood drives on campus, the first of which is scheduled for March 6 in the historic church
building. Such activities are integral to sharing our time and talent with others, so stay alert for news of
more activities like this coming up!

A Time to Bid Farewell to Chris
As announced in Keynotes and at worship services last month, our assistant rector, the Reverend
Christopher Exley has been called as rector of All Hallows Church in Wyncote, Montgomery County.
His last Sunday at St. Peter’s is December 5, and his new ministry begins on December 12. While we
are sorry to see Chris leave, we rejoice with him as he responds to this new call, for which his time here
has prepared him exceedingly well.
On December 5, we will celebrate our ministry with Chris during the 10 a.m. service and with a
reception afterwards that will give all of us the chance to congratulate Chris and thank him for all he
has contributed here at St. Peter’s. Please keep Chris, his family, and the parish of All Hallows in your
prayers. (See Chris’ farewell message on the following page.)
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The December Flick: The Tree of Life

The January Flick: 50/50

From 6 to 7 on Monday evening, December 13,
our “popcorn theologians” will gather via Zoom to
discuss The Tree of Life, directed by Terrence Malick
and starring Brad Pitt, Jessica Chastain, and Sean
Penn. This highly philosophical film, that
offers a poetic meditation on loss, examines
the core aspects of life, its true meaning in
the modern world, and the existence of faith.
While not everyone’s cup of tea, The Tree of
Life nevertheless won the coveted Cannes Film
Festival Palme d’or in 2011; it is available
via Amazon Prime Video, Apple TV, and On
Demand. Everyone is invited to join in, using the
Zoom information posted in Keynotes beforehand.

On Monday, January 10, at the beginning of
the Season after the Epiphany, popcorn theology will
turn its attention to 50/50, a 2011 film starring Joseph
Gordon, Anna Kendrick, and Seth Rogen. This
black comedy-drama, inspired by a true story,
centers on a 27-year-old cancer patient. How
a person responds to a potentially terminal
diagnosis and how family and friends may
react are poignant reminders of the fragility
of life and the strength of friendships. Come
join us on Zoom from 6 to 7 p.m. on the 13th;
50/50 from is via Amazon Prime, Apple TV,
On Demand, and You Tube. The Zoom information
will be posted in Keynotes beforehand.

Dear St. Peter’s,
It is with both joy and sadness that I leave you to take up my call to serve as Rector at All Hallows
Episcopal Church, Wyncote. This move is joyful because I believe that this is the next place where God
is calling me to serve, but it is also sad because I have loved my call to St. Peter’s, and I will miss you
immensely.
St. Peter’s is an extraordinary community. When I arrived, you welcomed me completely and considered
me as one of you. You stood and prayed with me when I began my call to ordained ministry and through
my ordination as Deacon and Priest; you held me as I walked the mourner’s path after the loss of my
beloved brother. You have embraced me, taught me, laughed, cried, and shared joy with me. We have been
together through our Covid lockdown and as we began to emerge from it. You have been faithful friends.
The youth and youngest members of St. Peter’s have been life-giving. They have taught me so much,
and their commitment to showing up, serving, learning, and being an integral part of the church community
show me that the Church is in great hands with them. On my first Sunday here, they read a prayer they
crafted that included these words: “We pray that Chris’ time with us will broaden his faith and challenge
him to live the gospel and convey the message of your son Jesus Christ in new and inspirational ways.” I
have been challenged and I hope that I have lived into that prayer.
To all those who helped me on this journey, thank you. You have been teachers, supporters, and friends.
I must thank the incomparable Abigail. Her patience with a baby priest has been amazing and
appreciated. She has been a mentor and friend. She helped me learn to live into what it means to be a
priest in the church. She has laughed and cried with me; she is a collaborator, and a steady hand. She
has affirmed ideas, and has gently corrected me, but most of all, Abigail has always been there for me as
a wonderful example of spirituality, commitment, and service. I am better today than I was yesterday
because of her leadership. Abigail is a wonderful priest, and I am thankful that she is here at St. Peter’s.
While I will no longer see you weekly, please know that you are all still a part of me. I will never
forget my time in this beautiful community. You are a treasure and a jewel in the crown of our Savior Jesus
Christ. I will continue to pray for you, and I ask your prayers for me.
In Christ’s enduring love,
Chris
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The worship commission meets periodically with the clergy to discuss
ideas pertaining to worship services throughout the year. Its members
include representatives from the various components of worship—music,
the choirs, the altar and flower guilds, acolytes, and liturgical assistants
(ushers, greeters, readers, presenters). In addition to Abigail and Deacon
Jeff, the current members are Ryan Battin, Susy Baum (chair), Bruce
Glenny, Holly Hardester, Pat Harvey, Gail Malcolm, Steve Mark, Luci
Russell (vestry liaison), and Mary Ann Tatum.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mike and Michelle Harman who organized the successful rummage sale, all
the volunteers who helped them during the week and Saturday, and all who
donated and bought items;
Jan Himmelreich and the stewardship commission for a successful campaign;
Chris Exley for hosting Trunk or Treat and for his two years with us as assistant rector;
The Bright family for organizing St. Peter’s participation in the St. James’ 5K run and for representing
us in the run;
The choir for their singing at the 10 a.m. All Saints’ service and again that afternoon at the beautiful
choral evensong, and Bruce Glenny and John Walthausen for conducting and accompanying evensong;
The Sunday school children who turned their lessons into action by contributing socks to CYWA
Coatesville;
Dave Tatum and Wilson Smith for ushering at the 10 a.m. All Saints’ service that filled the barn;
Holly Hardester for leading Sunday school in Cathy Terlescki’s absence;
Abigail Nestlehutt and Helen and Steve Ockenden for hosting the November newcomer’s event.

October Financial Snapshot
October
2021

Year to Date
October

Year-end
Projection

Budget
2021

Parishioner Contributions
$ 32,490
$512,143
$613,222
$555,000
Other Income*		
13,466
127,138
154,244
123,150
Total Income			
45,955
639,281
767,466
678,150
Total Expense			
55,386
566,993
688,377
678,150
Surplus / (Deficit)		
(9,430)
72,289
79,090		
0
*Interest, rentals, endowment distributions, fundraiser, PPP funds
The October financial snapshot indicates that income was less than expenses, but this is in part
due to a calendar issue: the income from the last week in October did not appear on our books until
November. So we are still projecting a budget surplus at year’s end.
Many thanks to all who have pledged for 2022. Having a handle on the pledge income we can
expect helps us develop the 2022 budget; we encourage all to pledge at this time so that the finance
commission and treasurers can prepare a balanced 2022 draft budget for vestry to review. —Eric Lien
for the finance commission
-8-

December 1
Wednesday Advent Program
7 p.m. (Zoom)

December 19
Christmas pageant
9 a.m.

December 4
Needlework ministry
10 a.m.

December 9
Centering Prayer
7 p.m. (church)

Sunday, December 5
Holy Eucharist
10 a.m.
Lessons and Carols
4 p.m.

December 10
Deadline for Church Housing gifts

December 7
Women on the Hill
7 p.m.
December 8
Wednesday Advent Program
7 p.m. (Zoom)

December 12
Deadline for other Gifting Tree
gifts
Deadline for coats
December 15
Wednesday Advent Program
7 p.m. (Zoom)

December 24
Christmas Eve
Family service
4 p.m.
Choral prelude
8:30 p.m.
Festal Holy Eucharist
9 p.m.
December 25
Christmas Day
Morning prayer
10 a.m. (Zoom)
December 26
Holy Eucharist
8 and 10 a.m.

January 4
Women on the Hill*
7 p.m. (Zoom)

January 12
Sacred Ground
7 p.m.

January 10
Popcorn theology
6 p.m. (Zoom)

January 25
Sacred Ground
9:30 a.m. and 12 noon

January 11
Sacred Ground
9:30 a.m. and 12 noon

January 26
Sacred Ground
7 p.m.

* Details about the program for this first 2022 gathering of the women of St. Peter’s
will be announced in Keynotes and the Sunday leaflets later. Please watch for them.
Our regular weekly offerings appear on page 10.
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St. Peter’s Church in the Great Valley
2475 St. Peter’s Road, Malvern, PA 19355
Telephone: 610-644-2261
E-mail: parishoffice@stpetersgv.org Web site: www.stpetersgv.org

The Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt, Rector
The Ven. Jeff Moretzsohn, Deacon
Dr. Bruce Glenny, Organist/Choirmaster
Rachel Martin Swartz, Parish Administrator
Denise Nuttall, Preschool Director
Gail Malcolm, Event Coordinator
Mario Delano, Weekend Facilities Manager

Our Mission:
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
to nurture people of all ages in the
knowledge and love of God in Jesus Christ,
and to make Him known
in the wider community

The deadline for the
February Beacon
is January 15.

Weekly Offerings at St. Peter’s
Sunday
8 a.m.		
Holy Eucharist, rite one*
9 a.m.		
Family Eucharist & Sunday School**
10:15 a.m.
Adult Formation**
11:15 p.m.
Holy Eucharist, rite two*
First Sunday of the Month
10 a.m.		
Holy Eucharist, rite two**		
Monday thru Thursday
12 noon
Noonday Prayer***
Wednesday
10 a.m.		

Morning Prayer & Bible Study***

Thursday
10:30 a.m.

Intercessory Prayer Group***

Friday
8 a.m.		

Gathering of Men***

		

* Church
** Barn
		*** Virtual

December 5
Service of Lessons and Carols
4 p.m.
December 19
Family Eucharist with pageant
9 a.m.
December 24
Family Eucharist
4 p.m.
Choral prelude *
8:30 p.m.
Festal Choral Eucharist
9 p.m.
December 25
Morning Prayer
10 a.m. (Zoom)
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