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In thy light shall we see light.		
Psalm 36:9

November 2021
Why Bother?

by the Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt

Waiting dutifully in my corral at the start of last month’s Broad Street Run, I found myself mulling
over a familiar quandary. Why deal with all the bother of a race—the logistics of getting there and
getting home, long lines for the bathroom, and jockeying for the best position around the turns once
the race has finally begun? Why not stick to one of my usual peaceful, well-established routes and
determine my own start time? No need to fashion a rain jacket out of a garbage bag if I don’t have
to wait for an official to tell me when I am allowed to begin! The starting horn, accompanied by the
encouraging cheers of volunteers, fellow runners, and a few spectators interrupted my musings. Lifted
by the energy around me, I took off at a pace far faster than during my typical weekend runs.
Soon, as I realized that these were going to be the swiftest ten miles I had completed in a long time,
I remembered why I had bothered. There is a difference between training and racing, and there is a
difference between running solitary miles and sharing distances with others in pursuit of a common
goal. I ran stronger than I would have on my own, saw things I would not have otherwise seen, and
my perspective expanded in the midst of that community of athletes. I was better in the short term, but
more importantly, I was energized for all that the rest of my life requires of me.
We have become accustomed to doing almost everything within our own personal spheres. Working
from home (or, as it came to be called, living at work); shopping online; dining on what is delivered
to the front door. The pandemic accelerated a trend away from the sense of community I knew as a
child. Technology is good—indeed, it keeps us connected when we cannot be together physically.
Still, even the most introverted among us benefit from being in the presence people and participating
in something beyond ourselves. Communities foster relationships, learning, and growth in a way that
is only possible when individuals interact.
As I made my way down Broad Street along with thousands of others, it occurred to me that in
a way, my personal prayer practices are something like my training runs, and that participating in
corporate worship is a bit like running a race. Through daily prayer I attend to my relationship with
God and discern God’s movement in my life. By participating in liturgy, I become part of something
larger than myself. I join with others in praising God and being strengthened to live my faith in the
world.
Last month I wrote about mission as it is defined by the Book of Common Prayer. This month I
want to build on that by inviting you to consider how the mission of St. Peter’s Church in the Great
Valley is unique. What is it about this place that is special? Why come here, either virtually or in
person, on Sunday morning? Why not attend another church or go to a coffee shop to read the paper,
[Cont. on p. 2]

All Saints’ Sunday
We will observe All Saints’ Sunday at our single
10 a.m. service on November 7, remembering the
saints of the church and as well as the saints we have
known. At 4 o’clock that afternoon, the choir will
present our traditional All Saints Evensong. (See
page 2 for details.)

Newcomer Event
If you are new to St. Peter’s, or feel as if you
are new to St. Peter’s, or have never attended a
newcomer event, then Abigail, the vestry, and the
newcomers committee cordially invite you and your
family to join them at Abigail’s home on Sunday,
November 14 from 3 to 4:30 p.m. This informal
gathering is an opportunity for our newer members,
visitors, and guests to enjoy fellowship and light
refreshments as we get to know one another better.
We will follow whatever pandemic precautions
are in place at the time, and if weather permits, we
plan to gather outdoors. And don’t worry, Eagles
fans, we will air the game, already in progress, in
the background.
We hope you will join us. For more information
or to RSVP, please contact Abigail (610-644-2261
or abigail@stpetersgv.org).
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Morning Prayer
November 25
10 a.m., via Zoom
You are invited to join in a simple service
of morning prayer for Thanksgiving Day,
grounding your gratitude in prayer with the
people of St. Peter’s as your turkey cooks.
Please watch for the Zoom link in Keynotes
later this month.

#AdventWord
This year, #AdventWord is again offering
meditations and images for the holy season
that begins on Sunday, November 28.
#AdventWord offers a way to reflect and pause
for the Advent season and await the birth of
Christ.
Please visit adventword.org or
access AdventWord on social media for more
information about how to participate; at those
sites you can also sign up to receive daily
emails of images and meditations.
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or simply stay in bed? Why bother? Send me
your answers, please.
I also encourage you to read the pages that
follow with these questions in mind. You will
see that you and your ministry make a difference
here and beyond. At St. Peter’s we are living
our faith with integrity, and we know the
strength that comes from loving our neighbors
as ourselves. It will always be easier to stay
home than to get ourselves to the starting line,
but it will always be worth it to bother.
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An All-British Choral Evensong for All Saints Day
You won’t want to miss the All Saints Day choral evensong presented by our combined choirs on Sunday,
November 7, at 4 p.m. in the barn. They will sing selections from three British composers: Magnificat and Nunc
Dimitis by Thomas Tertius Noble (1867-1953) and Preces and Responses by Philip Radcliffe (1905-1986), as well
as The Souls of the Righteous by Geraint Lewis (b. 1958). Choral evensong will be livestreamed and available on
both our website and YouTube. John Walthausen will serve as guest organist, and Bruce Glenny will conduct.
Noble served as a composer and music director in England, both at Ely Cathedral and York Minster. In 1913
he accepted the position of organist and choirmaster at St. Thomas Church in New York City, where he established
the renowned St. Thomas Choir School. Radcliffe, a lifelong resident of England, graduated from King’s College,
Cambridge, where he served as a Fellow and as a lecturer. Born in Cardiff, Wales, Lewis was educated at St. John’s
College, Cambridge. His anthem, The Souls of the Righteous, has been performed by many choirs in Wales and
England, as well as in South Africa and Norway.

Women on the Hill
Sharing meals in the company of others is at
the center of almost all human relationships and
bonding. But what makes a meal memorable? The
company? The setting? The food that was served?
This month, the women of St. Peter’s are
invited to gather in the parish hall at 7 p.m. on
Tuesday evening, November 2, for an evening
of conversation about memorable meals they
have experienced, and to invite a friend to
come. Everyone is also invited to bring a copy
of a favorite recipe to share with the group both
during the gathering and after we have collected
and copied the recipes.
Even though we will be talking about food,
we still cannot share food at gatherings as in the
past.  For now, we must ask everyone to please
bring her own beverage and wear a mask. Please
contact Katie Franz (mtascp94@aol.com) if you
have questions.

Advent Wreath-Making Workshop

		

Gathering in the quiet of our homes to light
candles on an Advent wreath and pray a liturgy is a
peaceful, meaningful way to prepare for the arrival
of Christmas. To prepare for such gatherings, we are
offering an intergenerational opportunity to assemble
Advent wreaths following the 9 a.m. family Eucharist
on November 28, the first Sunday of Advent.
We will furnish all the materials (straw wreaths,
fresh greens, and candles), but invite you to bring an
Advent wreath or ring from home and refresh it, if
you prefer. We welcome contributions of greens from
your garden. We will also provide materials to help
guide your readings, reflections,
and conversations as you light
each candle. Contact Holly
Hardester (hahardester@gmail.
com) for additional information
or if you have questions.

Rising and Shining and Giving God the Glory
In-gathering Sunday, November 7, is rapidly approaching. Its purpose is to celebrate the Biblical interpretation
of giving as a way to improve spiritual life, rather than merely as a way for the church to raise money to pay its
bills. This is why the stewardship commission has asked us all to prayerfully consider our pledging for this year.
If you missed the stewardship video aired at the October 17th adult forum, you can check it out on our website,
Facebook page, or YouTube (https://youtu.be/lNLxKcVo6sc). In the video (which Chris developed from multiple
submissions), representatives of some of our commissions highlight their work, describing how each group enables
parishioners to share their time, talents and, yes, treasure too. All of the commissions, especially the revitalized
newcomer commission, invite you to consider how you might offer your might time and talent to their work.
The stewardship commission thanks the seventy-two pledgers who have already made their intentions known.
As we look forward to giving God the glory on in-gathering Sunday, we hope many others will have joined that
group too!
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Ready to Rummage This Month!
It’s here, at last—the long-awaited rummage sale that benefits our preschool! The barn
doors open at 9 a.m. on Saturday, November 13, and will remain open until 2 p.m. at the
latest. So plan to come early and find some new treasures (maybe even
that special piece you have been searching for) before we sell out and Unacceptable Items
Bedding, stuffed toys
close the doors.
Car seats, helmets
Between Monday, November 8, and Friday, November 12, the
Cribs and cradles
barn will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and volunteers will be on hand to receive the items
TVs, monitors
you have been diligently setting aside for the sale. (See the sidebar for a short list of what we
Paint
cannot accept.)
VHS tapes,
We still need additional helpers to receive, sort, and price the donations as they appear on
Exercise apparatus
those five days, and also to work at the sale itself on Saturday. Even if you can only spare an
hour or two, whatever time you can offer to this effort will be appreciated. Please contact Mike
Harman (michaelharman1956@comcast.net or 610-495-6439) if you are able to volunteer or if you have questions
about the rummage sale.
Thank you for supporting this event that serves both as a preschool fundraiser and, equally important, as
community outreach.

Popcorn Theology
History Front and Center This Month
Since spooky art history was our adult forum
topic on October 31, Reformation Sunday, for our
two sessions in November we are continuing the
history theme, looking both at Martin Luther’s
influence on church and secular history and at the
role of Protestantism on world history. Join us
as always at 10:20 a.m., either in the barn, or on
Facebook if you are worshiping from home!
On November 14, Roy Almquist, our former
interim rector and self-described “resident
Lutheran,” will condense a two-semester course on
Martin Luther into 45 minutes. As Roy observes,
“Some know his name primarily as part of the name
of the civil rights leader who has given them a day
off, and Jewish people consider him one of the
malicious antecedents of Hitler’s hateful crusade,
but Martin Luther is associated with the biggest
event that ever happened on October 31.”
On November 21, Nick Mosvick will discuss
the influence of Protestantism on the course of
history, highlighting its role in the conflict between
the British and Roman Catholic empires in the
seventeeth and and eighteenth centuries and the
English Civil War, and its impact on the colonies in
North America. He will also address the emergence
and impact of new strains of Protestantism in the
nineteenth century.

This month, our “popcorn theology”
series turns to Slumdog Millionaire,
the 2008 romance/drama starring Dev
Patel and directed by Danny Boyle. On
Monday evening, November 8, we will discuss this
Oscar-winning film, which a reviewer deemed one of
the “most spiritually literate films of the 21st century.”
Set in the slums of Mumbai, it serves as a meditation on
the theme of transcendent love, the value of kindness,
and the quest for meaning, examining as it does the
rigidity of class and caste and the dream of social and
economic advancement against all odds.
To join what promises to be a lively discussion,
just watch the film (available via a host of streaming
services), before we meet and reflect on the ethical,
moral, spiritual, or religious themes it raises. Then
prepare a snack to enjoy during the discussion and join
us at 6 p.m. for a stimulating hour, using the Zoom link
that arrived via Keynotes the day before. For more
information, email Mark Nestlehutt (mark.nestlehutt@
gmail.com) or Steve Ockenden (steveock@verizon.
net).

Pub Theology
On November 1 and 15, the “pub theologians,”
hosted by Chris, will continue to explore the history and
evolution of the Book of Common Prayer. Everyone
is invited to join the “pub” conversations via Zoom at
any time, using the link that appears in Keynotes.
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Outreach News
Time to Talk Turkeys!
If your favorite supermarket is among those that offer
their frequent shoppers a voucher for a free Thanksgiving
turkey, please consider donating your free turkey to a
needy family. All you have to do is collect your voucher
and turkey and then let Doug Jones know (dwj950@gmail.
com) so that the two of you will arrange a time to drop it
off at St. Peter’s for distribution. Be prepared to collect the
turkey from the store yourself, since some markets require
that the registered frequent shopper redeem the voucher.

Darby Mission House
Congratulations, Vicar Doris Rajagopal, for securing a
property for the new Darby Mission House! Bishop Daniel
Gutiérrez visited the house on October 2 and blessed each
room.
St. Peter’s ties with the Darby Mission began in 2016,
with the launch of our first food ministry there. Since then,
we have served approximately 1500 guests during the
summer and at Easter. In addition to preparing nutritious,
home-cooked meals, we enhance them with colorful table
covers and fresh flowers. Our radical hospitality includes
sitting at table with our guests and engaging in meaningful
conversation.
Doris envisioned a mission house as an essential way
to support the Darby community, and having it has now
enabled her to add Bible study, evening prayer, and legal
aid services to the work of the mission. She plans to add
Eucharistic services in December and a teen photography
program in the spring; she hopes that social work support
will soon become available as well. We commend her
indomitable loving spirit and her tireless work that are a
blessing to the Darby community!

St. Peter’s Toymakers

Do you see a gondola passing under a bridge
in Venice? A bank of clouds? An elephant? Or
something entirely different? No doubt the children
who receive a set of these rainbow-colored arcs
through our Christmas gifting trees will create plenty
of other fanciful forms as well!
Our St. Peter’s toy makers guild completed six
sets of these blocks, painted with 100% safe foodgrade dyes, as part of its first project. We are now
ready to move on to a second effort and invite anyone
with an interest in working on such projects to join us
in our next toy creation. Whether you are interested
in designing a toy, or in cutting, drilling holes,
assembling, sanding, painting, or adding decorative
touches to it, we invite you to become part of this
latest enterprise.
We work from our homes, passing projects
among ourselves as needed for each operation, but
meet with each other only by Zoom. Everyone—from
those wishing to learn a new skill to experienced doit-yourselfers, from “tweens” to “golden agers”—is
welcome. Contact David Graves (davegraves41@
gmail.com) for more information or to sign on as a
“toy elf.”

Thanks for the 80+ Pairs of Jeans!
The blue-jeans drive ended at last month’s
diocesan convention, with the bishop blessing
more than 2000 pairs of them! Twenty-six
of the eighty-plus pairs from St. Peter’s were
earmarked for Alianzas de Phoenixville, and the
rest are being distributed through a number of
area organizations, including ProjectHome and
Broad Street Ministries. The deacons, diocese, and
grateful recipients of the jeans thank everyone who
contributed to the drive.

Photo: CCC’s outdoor October concert
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Gifting Tree 2021
One way to “Change the World” is to lovingly support local children and adults through St. Peter’s annual
“gifting tree.” We have identified opportunities to bring Christmas joy to children and adults
served by St. James School, Coatesville Youth and Women’s Alliance, and the Church Housing
Corporation.
Participating is easy! Parishioners who are worshiping in person can simply select a tag
or two from a tree after it appears in one of the gathering spaces later this month and then use
the nearby logbook to record the tag number and their contact information. Those who have
opted to worship from home will be able to participate in the gifting tree online. For St. James
School and CYWA gifts, there will be a link to a special Amazon gift list on our website and in
Keynotes; and for Church Housing gifts, there will be a Sign-up Genius link to its online gift
list.
A gift purchased online can be delivered directly to the agency, or you can deliver it yourself to the common room
by mid-December. Watch for additional details in the next two weeks in the Sunday leaflet and in Keynotes. If you
have questions about the gifting tree project, feel free to contact Gail Guthridge (guthgirl60@gmail.com); contact
Brenda Grove (brenda.grove@villanova.com) with questions about Sign-up Genius.

Endowment may be one of St. Peter’s less visible commissions, but its
charge is crucial to ensuring the future of the parish. The members oversee
and manage bequests that St. Peter’s receives, thus supporting its mission
and initiatives into perpetuity. The goal of the commission is to generate a
satisfactory annual spending rate but also to keep growing the corpus faster
than inflation, while also minimizing the endowment funds’ volatility. Its
members are Tom Helm (chair), Steve Mark, Tracey Patches, Janet Rich,
Wilson Smith, and vestry liaison Dave Lockner.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jeanne Lockner for keeping the website current;
Judy Jones for teaching the Sunday school children to ring chimes;
Dave Tatum for making emergency toilet repairs before a wedding;
Al Brenner Smith for the care he takes to prepare the barn for Sunday services
following High Point events;
Mario Delano for accepting the position as weekend facilities manager, and
Liam Reid for his years of service in that capacity;
Shannon Almquist, Katie Franz, and Holly Hardester for leading the Gathering of Women;
The property planning committee (David Graves, Joe Herbst, Doug Jones, Hal Kulp, Eric Lien, Dave Lockner,
Dave Tatum) for their careful selection of the replacement HVAC units in the barn and the installer;
Habitat for Humanity volunteers Mike Harman, Randy Klein, Dave Lockner, and Brenda Grove;
Susy Baum for turning the crabapples she harvested from St. Peter’s trees into jelly;
The stewardship commission (Amy Fisher, Mark Fischer, Mark Harman, Jan Himmelreich, Lyndsay Knupp,
Helen Ockenden), for running a spirited campaign;
The finance commission for last month’s thorough adult forum presentation, the commission members who
created the segments of the companion stewardship video, Brian Exley for the art work he added, and Chris
Exley for turning all the elements into a cohesive whole;
Everyone who has already signed up to help stage the upcoming rummage sale.
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November 1
Pub theology
6 p.m. (Zoom)
November 2
Sacred Ground
9:30 a.m & 12 noon
Women on the Hill
7 p.m.
November 3
7 p.m.
Sacred Ground

November 15
Pub theology
6 p.m. (Zoom)

November 8
Popcorn theology
6 p.m. (Zoom)

November 16
9:30 a.m & 12 noon
Sacred Ground

November 13
Rummage sale
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

November 17
7 p.m.
Sacred Ground

November 14
Newcomer event
3 to 4:30 p..m.

November 20
Habitat for Humanity
9 a.m.

November 6
Needlework ministry
10 a.m.

November 25
Thanksgiving Day service
10 a.m. (Zoom)

November 7
First Sunday service
10 a.m.
Choral evensong
4 p.m.

November 28
Advent wreath workshop
10:20 a.m.

Our regular weekly offerings appear on page 8.

September Financial Snapshot
September
2021

Year to Date
September

Year-end
Projection

Budget
2021

Parishioner Contributions
$ 38,037
$479,653
$615,438
$555,000
Other Income*		
16,695
113,673
156,417
123,150
Total Income			
54,732
593,326
771,855
678,150
Total Expense			
55,312
512,293
693,621
678,150
Surplus / (Deficit)		
(580)
81,033
78,234		
0
*Interest, rentals, endowment distributions, fundraiser, PPP funds
The September financial snapshot provided by treasurer Peter Kreek resembles those of the past several
months. Income remains strong, and we are most grateful to the many parishioners who maintain their pledge
payments. We encourage you to consider prayerfully your support for the 2022 parish budget and to return your
pledge information (either by mail or via St. Peter’s website) by Sunday, November 7. —Eric Lien for the
finance commission
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2475 St. Peter’s Road, Malvern, PA 19355
Telephone: 610-644-2261
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Rachel Martin Swartz, Parish Administrator
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Mario Delano, Weekend Facilities Manager

Our Mission:
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
to nurture people of all ages in the
knowledge and love of God in Jesus Christ,
and to make Him known
in the wider community

The deadline for the
December Beacon
is November 15.

Weekly Offerings at St. Peter’s
Sunday
8 a.m.		
9 a.m.		
10:15 a.m.
11:15 p.m.

Holy Eucharist, rite one*
Family Eucharist & Sunday School**
Adult Formation**
Holy Eucharist, rite two*

Monday thru Thursday
12 noon
Noonday Prayer***
Wednesday
10 a.m.		

Morning Prayer & Bible Study***

Thursday
10:30 a.m.

Intercessory Prayer Group***

Friday
8 a.m.		

Gathering of Men***

Pilgrimission Update

		

* Church
** Barn
		*** Virtual
Parish office open Mon. thru Thurs., 9 a.m. to 4 :30 p.m.

Because the response to the invitation
to participate in the youth mission trip to the
Navajoland Mission was so overwhelming, the
diocese has added a third “pilgrimission” site. We
believe that having this new site will now enable
all our interested young people to participate in the
mission trip. Planning is still under way, so keep
an eye out for more information as it becomes
available.
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