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September 2020
Silver and Gold

by the Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt

Usually the arrival of back-to-school items in stores raises a mixture of emotions within me.
I am never ready to say goodbye to summer but often excited about what the new season will
entail. This year, though, is a little different. The familiar displays of notebooks, pens, and lunch
boxes feel reassuringly comfortable even though I know that most of these supplies will be used in
individual homes rather than in a traditional school setting. Maybe because of all this, I have found
my mind drifting to the somewhat simplistic children’s song that begins, “Make new friends, but
keep the old. /One is silver and the other gold.” I am not sure it always works out that way in the
complicated journey of developing relationships, but there is something to be said for embracing
the new while also appreciating the known. That is what we are being called to do right now.
September brings the start of a new program year for St. Peter’s, which typically means that
after a relatively relaxed summer we increase our worship, formation, and fellowship offerings.
Of course nothing is typical right now, when we are living in a “new normal,” to use an already
overused term. So what does it mean for St. Peter’s? It means holding onto some of our beloved
traditions in new but safe ways and offering some fresh, new opportunities—all the while remaining
grounded in our baptismal covenant and Jesus’ commandments to love God and neighbor.
Once again we will kick off the program year with our fantastic fall fest on September 11,
2020-style this year! Then, instead of our following our usual three-service schedule in the church
and barn, we expect to offer a combination of outdoor and online worship, and will eventually
move indoors when science and parish interest indicate that the time to do so has come. As always,
the services will be meaningful and beautiful. We will resume Christian formation for children,
youth, and adults, but instead of gathering in person on Sunday mornings, we will “meet” and
learn in creative ways that both conform to pandemic restrictions and bestow a sensible rhythm
on our weekly offerings.
Recognizing that some of you yearn for more ways to connect, we are adding conversations.
Chris will host “pub theology,” discussions about particular scripture readings or faith-related
topics. My husband Mark plans to continue “popcorn theology” with regular conversations about
religious themes in movies. Our summer conversations on race have led us to create some new
programs, the first of which will occur this month, to help us work toward a racially equitable
society. Knowing that some of you need less scheduling and more free time, we will offer space
for contemplative prayer and make safe use of our labyrinth for a special autumnal equinox
service. As conditions allow, we will offer appropriately safe ways to break bread together. You
will find details about all of this in the pages that follow. Throughout the fall you will enjoy our
[Cont. on p. 2]

Popcorn Theology
Since our first “popcorn theology” session
was well received, we will continue offering it
at 6 p.m. on the second and fourth Mondays of
each month. The idea behind it is as simple as
it is enjoyable: we watch a film and then discuss
its spiritual, religious, moral, and ethical themes
via Zoom. On September 15, the movie is Billy
Elliot (2000); on September 28, it is Waking Ned
Devine (1998). Both are available on Amazon
Prime as well as on other platforms.
If you wish to participate, please contact
Abigail (abigail@stpetersgv.org or 610644-2261) to be sure you receive the Zoom
information, or to ask her any questions you
may have.

Autumnal Equinox Compline
Join us for an outdoor compline service at
7 p.m. on Tuesday, September 22, the day of
the autumnal equinox. Weather permitting,
this simple, beautiful candlelight service for the
end of the day will take place at the labyrinth
and will feature a local musician. Sign up by
contacting Abigail (abigail@stpetersgv.org or
610-644-2261). Details will appear later this
month in Keynotes.
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usual pattern of worship, formation, outreach,
and fellowship with some adjustments, and I
hope you will also try something new. And if
you have ideas, please share them with me.
These months of learning about Covid-19
and living with its reality have been difficult.
One thing I have appreciated is the necessity to
identify and hold onto what is most essential.
My family, my community of faith, and my
relationship with God have taken center stage.
I hold onto these precious old friends as I set
about finding new ways of moving forward in
our rapidly changing world. Please join me as
the 2020-21 St. Peter’s program year begins.

A New Look for Wednesdays
Wednesday evenings will look different in
our new program year! Starting this month, our
convivial conversation hour will share the 6 to
7 p.m. time slot with other programming. We
will use the first and third Wednesday of each
month for adult forum (see page 3 for details on
this), the second Wednesday for the Gathering
of Women, and the final Wednesday (plus a
couple of others) for convivial conversation.
To help you plan your Wednesdays through
December, here is a snapshot of the schedule:
Sept. 2—Conversation hour
Sept. 9—Gathering of Women
Sept. 16—Conversation hour, discussion of
formation plans
Sept. 23—Forum, Fran Altvater, Jesus and
race in art
Sept. 30—Conversation hour
Oct. 7—Forum, Jeff Conway, pilgrimage I
Oct. 14—Gathering of Women
Oct. 21—Forum, Jeff Conway, pilgrimage II
Oct. 28—Conversation hour
Nov. 4—Forum, finance commission
Nov. 11—Gathering of Women
Nov. 18—Forum, diocesan convention report
Nov. 25—Thanksgiving recess for all
Advent Wednesdays will be devoted to
seasonal programming, which will include a
series on eschatology led by Chris.
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Come One, Come All . . . Virtually, of Course
Our annual fall fest is almost here! Newcomers and long-timers, singles, couples, and
families with children, all are heartily invited to join us at this annual evening of fun and
fellowship that officially kicks off our program year. But this year, thanks to the pandemic,
you don’t have to drive to St. Peter’s! Just join us from your living room via Zoom at 6 p.m. on
Friday, September 11. We look forward to hearing about your summer adventures and would
love to see photos of them too! Help add to the fun by sending Abigail a picture (Abigail@
stpetersgv.org) of your best quarantine experience no later than Tuesday, September 8.
As we said last month, we are doing something a little different this year: before the party we
are sending some recipes so that we can all share the same hors d’oeuvres virtually that evening,
even while apart! So watch for the recipes for crab-stuffed mushrooms, cheese thins, deviled
meatballs, and a mostly-mushroom dip in Keynotes, and serve one or more of them in your
home that evening. Or make a favorite appetizer of yours and send the recipe to Paige Infortuna
(pinfortuna@msn.com), who will compile all of these.
“But wait, there’s more!” Our special “Quarantine Offer”
this year lets you have wine and cheese delivered to your home
(provided it’s within fifteen miles of St. Peter’s). For $75, you will
get a beautiful selection of cheeses and two bottles of wine (red and
white), as well as a $25 gift card for you to donate to the St. Peter’s
outreach ministry of your choice (St. James School, Darby Mission,
Alianzas, The Clinic, Chester Children’s Chorus, Church Housing
Corp.) Please contact Paige Infortuna (610-608-2093) if you are
interested in this offer.
To RSVP for fall fest by phone, simply call Elizabeth (610-644-2261). The Zoom dial-in phone
number is 1-929-205-6099; the meeting number 939 3219 4370, and the meeting ID is 785 198. To
RSVP online, use the link you receive in Keynotes. If you have any questions, please contact
Paige. We look forward to seeing you on September 11!

September Gathering of Women
The next gathering of women will take place on Zoom at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, September
9. We have an interesting topic planned and are looking forward to getting together with the
women of St. Peter’s that evening. We will send out the Zoom link as the date approaches. If
you have questions, please contact Lynn Mander (lsmander@gmail.com or 610-613-5358).

Foyer Dinners
Since the “stay-home” pandemic mandate prevented many of last year’s Foyer groups from
completing their dinner gatherings, we don’t plan to change up the groups this fall. Nor will
we form new groups or add members to existing ones, given the current uncertainties about
gatherings. We suggest, though, that when restrictions ease and we can gather safely for a meal,
your current group might want to plan to get together. If you have questions, please contact
Lynn Mander (610-613-5358 or lsmander@gmail.com).
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Adult Formation Resumes—But Not on Sunday!
Adult formation is moving to Wednesday evenings! Ordinarily adult forum takes place between
services on Sunday morning, but this fall, we are offering adult formation at 6 p.m. on the first and
third Wednesdays of each month to make adult forum accessible to as many people as possible and
to do so with everyone’s safety in mind. Virtual adult formation begins at 6 p.m. on Wednesday,
September 23, and from then on it will alternate with other fellowship opportunities each
Wednesday. (See Abigail’s article on page 2 for details about all Wednesday evening programming
this fall.) As always, all are welcome at adult forum, as are all questions and insights. Please join
us on Zoom when we return to this vital element of life and growth at St. Peter’s.
Upcoming Adult Forum Topics

September 23, Dr. Fran Altvater
Our friend from the University of Hartford will lead us as we consider “The Multi-ethnic Image
of Jesus: Exploring Race and Religious Art.”
October 7, the Rev. Jeff Conway, “What Is a Pilgrimage?”
Jeff, a parishioner and a Presbyterian pastor for 35 years, will discuss his time in Iona and the
Celtic spirituality he experienced there.
October 21, Jeff Conway on the Camino de Santiago
Jeff will talk about his past and future journeys along this famous pilgrimage route and about
the renewed interest in pilgrimage.
November 4, Annual Financial Update
Members of the finance commission will bring us up to date on the state of St. Peter’s finances.

Where We’ve Been, Where We’re Going
Youth group met virtually every other week this summer, sometimes for fun
and games, or to talk about how everyone was handling school plans and local and
national events, or to have some difficult discussions about race. In this new program
year, youth group will see some changes. When sixth graders joined our ranks last
year, we decided that, because of the wide age spread, we would gear some events
towards sixth- through eighth graders and some to ninth- through twelfth-graders. We will still
have combined events and discussions, but at times each group will make some age-appropriate
plans for itself. To enable this, Linda Parkyn, who has a wealth of experience and has taught many
of the young people in Sunday school, volunteered to assist with the younger group.  
In the fall we will focus on two things: having fun, and the Dismantling Racism curriculum
designed by the Absalom Jones Episcopal Center for Racial Healing and the Diocese of Atlanta.
This beautifully conceived program, created for in-person workshops and adapted by us for online
use, helps us look at ourselves and what we can do to help make the world better, to respond to our
call as Christians. (I have learned from folks in our diocese that this program may become a diocesan
prerequisite for confirmation; I will provide details when I hear more.) As for the fun focus, we will
seek ways to be as together as possible, and are scheduling some in-person, physically distant, oncampus events like a scavenger hunt and outdoor movie nights.
We are also looking ahead, to where next summer’s mission trips might take us (provided that
Covid-related restrictions are behind us then). Episcopal Youth Event, originally scheduled for this
year, has been rescheduled for summer 2021, and the diocese is planning a diocesan-wide mission
trip to the Navajo Land Diocese in the southwest. More on these later! As always, if you have
questions, please contact Chris (chris@stpetersgv.org).
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Kicking off the Sunday School Year
Together!

Doing Sunday School
While We’re Still Apart
Unfortunately our Sunday school
children still cannot gather in their
classrooms, something we will sorely
miss. Instead, we are planning to offer
occasional and brief virtual Sunday
school opportunities this fall, aware as
we are that the all-virtual instruction
the children will experience when the
school year begins will be difficult for
them. We intend for their Sunday school
experiences to be interesting and fun, and
to give the children time to connect with
their friends.
We will email the schedule for these
activities to all families with Sundayschool-age children; we will also post
it in the service leaflets and Keynotes.
Our Saturday emails containing lessons,
puzzles, games, coloring pages, and funfilled activities will also continue. We
invite anyone who wishes to be added to
the Sunday school email list to write us at
SundaySchool@stpetersgv.org.

Even though Sunday school will be virtual this
fall, we still want to kick it off with a flourish! So
all families are invited to come to the parish house
between 12 and 2 on Sunday afternoon, September
13, to pick up a treat bag and visit with the Sunday
school teachers, Holly Hardester, and Chris (at a
safe distance and masked, of course). This is a great
way to see each other and to help us stay connected
with one another. There’s no need to RSVP—just
come on over whenever you can between noon and
two that afternoon!

Come Fly a Kite on the Holy Hill
Bring your favorite kite to St. Peter’s between
12 and 2 p.m. on Sunday afternoon, September 20,
and enjoy an afternoon of kite-flying and fellowship
on our beautiful campus. Space is currently limited
to 25 people at a time, so, let Chris know (Chris@
stpetersgv.org) that you and your family are coming
and at what time.

Family Movie Night
Now that the sun is setting earlier and earlier,
we will again try to hold a family movie night on
Saturday evening, September 26. We should be
able to start the movie at about 7:30, or earlier if we
can. Bring your chairs, masks, and food and drink
for your family (no sharing with others, though),
and enjoy Disney’s Moana, seated safely distant
from others. RSVP to Chris (chris@stpetersgv.org).

Pub Theology
Starting September 21, we will gather virtually at 6 p.m. for conversation about a variety of
theological topics on the first and third Mondays this fall. Our topics and conversation will follow
the natural curiosity of the participants and will also be influenced by the focus of the scripture
readings for the coming Sunday. Our first discussion will center on this verse from Philippians
2:13, “Work out your own salvation.” What does that mean? How do we do that? What if I can’t?
If you wish to participate, please contact Chris (chris@stpetersgv.org or 610-644-2261), and he
will send you the Zoom information. When our Covid days are behind us, we hope to be able to
meet at a variety of local establishments and share both conversation and food in person!
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Our Conversations on Race, Past and Future
In June and July, about 40 parishioners participated in two Zoom conversations on race.
In June the whole group shared their experiences of race and the injustices that need to be
addressed, while in July, the participants split into two working breakout groups. Guided
by the belief that change happens internally when we increase our understanding of others,
examine our motives, and open our hearts and externally when we modify our habitual, often
unintentional, behaviors and undertake actions that lead to a more just and peaceful world,
each group suggested ways that St. Peter’s can work toward change in ourselves and in society.
After reviewing the suggestions, the facilitators (Abigail, Chris, Shannon Mannon, Trudi
Graves, and Lindsey Mosvick) selected five actions that St. Peter’s can initiate in a timely way
using readily available resources (and will, as both groups suggested, poll the parish to identify
a better time than 5 p.m. on Thursday for future conversations on race). The five actions that
follow constitute an invitation to the parish to engage in new behaviors, conversations, and
actions that will enrich our life together and that will help us live into our baptismal covenant:
• Take inventory of white privilege individually.
o We will do this at the conversation on September 3; see the last paragraph for
details.
• Offer the parish skill-building training to help us intervene when, as bystanders, we
want to politely but clearly hold accountable those who do or say something racist.
• Create a living website page that curates anti-racism resources; the list will be dynamic,
and parishioners of all ages will be encouraged to suggest additional resources that they
found useful.
• Organize an online intergenerational book and movie group to discuss the ideas raised
in them and to consider how we can act on those ideas.
• Create a list of local businesses owned by people of color and disseminate it within
the parish electronically and in print to help us promote social and economic justice as
consumers.
Please reflect on these actions and consider if any of them particularly resonate with you; if they
do, then please let the facilitators know which ones and how you would like to participate in
them, by sending an email to beacon@stpetersgv.org. The facilitators also hold up the following
actions for parishioners to consider pursuing on their own:
• Read: Robin DiAngelo, White Fragility; Layla F. Saad, Me and White Supremacy; Eula Bliss,
“White Guilt” (2015 NY Times essay).
• Listen to podcasts: Code Switch; Intersectionality Matters; Eula Bliss and Krista Tippett.
• Treat others with kindness always.
These suggestions are the beginning of what we hope will be a cycle that will make a difference
in our life as individuals and as a faith community. As we experiment, both alone and together,
we will make mistakes, and we will learn, share, and support each other—and try again.
Everyone is invited to join the next Zoom conversation on race, at 5 p.m. this coming
Thursday, September 3, when we will implement the first action on the priority list—taking
stock of how we have benefited, however unintentionally and unawares, from being white in
this country. We will explore our personal power to shape and reshape the culture of our homes,
neighborhoods, and parish, using materials that have proven effective as prompts for beginning
a personal white privilege inventory. Please let Abigail know (abigail@stpetersgv.org or 610644-2261) that you plan to join the conversation. Once you do, she will send you these materials,
along with the Zoom information. This undertaking, which enables us to move beyond where
[Cont. on p. 7]
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Our Busy Food Ministry
Even in the best of times, being able to feed their family is a primary concern for those experiencing food scarcity, but now this concern is even more critical than ever because of the economic effects of Covid-19. Food pantries in our area now serve 25% more families than before,
and fear that this “new normal” will remain with us for a long time. The outreach commission
is committed to helping feed the hungry in our community during this pandemic by continuing our parishioner-driven food collections and by funding food purchases made by our focus
agencies, activities that are summarized below. In addition, since the commission sees an opportunity to “provide food” in other different ways, its members are researching and weighing
new ways of using our campus to alleviate the food scarcity around us.
Alianzas de Phoenixville
In July many of us attended the lively and joyous virtual celebration of Alianzas’ ten years
of supporting the diverse Latino community in Phoenixville. At the beginning of the summer, we donated overflowing bins of non-perishables, and beginning this month, we plan
to provide Alianzas with thirty dozen eggs monthly.
Darby Mission at the Darby Borough Recreation Center
The rec center, where we have served dinners for a number of years, is currently a food distribution site for Darby. Using our $1000 August donation, Vicar Doris Rajagopor was able
to give 172 Darby residents grocery bags filled with ingredients for nutritious meals; members of the borough police department helped her pack groceries for over 150 people.
St. James School, North Philadelphia
In July we delivered 1008 homemade sugar cookies as special treats for the bags of nutritious
meals that St. James’ “Welcome Table” distributes weekly to the West Allegheny neighborhood where it is located.
Coatesville Community Youth Women’s Alliance (CYWA)
We have been collecting non-perishable food and fresh
veggies at the parish house throughout the summer for
this Coatesville food pantry and continue to do so. In
August we presented a dependable, new, stainless steel
commercial refrigerator to the CYWA food distribution
center to enable the pantry to supply residents with
eggs and fresh produce. We plan to deliver more than a
hundred dozen eggs to the center twice a month.

Thumbs up for the spacious new
refrigerator at the CYWA food pantry!
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we find ourselves now, is sure to reveal some interesting results, and we hope that sharing
those discoveries with each other during the conversation will support our future efforts to live
into our baptismal covenant and grow into all that God wants us to be.
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Abundance in the Midst of a Pandemic
2020 has been the “Year of the Unexpected,” to say the least. We have seen firsthand the impact
of a pandemic on every aspect of our lives—our health, work, and income, our children’s education,
and the way we worship; this year we have also witnessed movements calling for changes in
society, and families confronted by decisions that were unimaginable in years past. In coping with
changes in how we interact with one another and in our communities, we became aware of the
new challenges that both we at St. Peter’s and the larger community face.
In light of this unprecedented year, St. Peter’s has selected “Abundance” as the theme for this
year’s stewardship activities. It may be difficult to perceive the abundance in our lives given all
that has happened this year, but as autumn approaches, we begin to consider how we can answer
the call to respond to God’s love. Can we recognize the many facets of abundance in our lives and
our community of faith? Can we answer God’s call to support each other, the communities around
us, and society at large? Let us reflect on our abundance. Our stewardship pledges are just one
demonstration of our gratefulness for God’s immeasurable generosity and love.
This year’s stewardship kick-off is less than four weeks away, on September 27! The members
of the stewardship commission will reach out to all of you as we move forward with stewardship
activities that are especially important in this most unusual year.

Are You Ready for Some Firewood?
Despite our summer heat waves, it’s not too early to think about cozy nights by the fireplace
this fall and winter. The Bad Boys & Girls have a large supply of split, seasoned hardwoods, mostly
oak & walnut, ready for delivery. Scheduling a pick-up-truck load of wood is as easy as emailing
davetatum@aol.com or calling the church office. The minimum cost for a truckload is $150, but you
can give more if you wish; please make your check payable to St. Peter’s in the Great Valley and
write BB&G4J on the memo line. Thank you.

• Katharine Campbell for polishing the brass articles we use in our services;
• Leigh Pavoni for her careful preparation of the proposal for a limited
opening of the preschool;
• The finance commission, treasurer and assistant treasurer for their work
leading up to the annual audit of our books;
• The young people in BB&G4J for all their work on the grounds, and the BB&G4J members who
quickly stepped up to clear the damage from the latest storm;
• Paige Infortuna and Ryan Battin for assisting at Sunday services in August;
• The choir for continuing to enrich our worship from their homes, and Mark Clark and Liam Reid
for their videographic work;
• The members of St. Peter’s for their pledge dollars that help us reach out to folks affected by the
pandemic;
• Susan House and Steve Ockenden for assisting with the delivery of a large computer desk;
• Gail Malcolm for her work in support of the altar guild;
• For the baptism last month of Mike Harman’s son and daughter-in-law;
• All the programming for our youngest parishioners, the Sunday-school-age children, and the
creative curriculum Holly Hardester found and adopted for this year’s virtual VBS;
• Abigail for leading the Monday walks, and Chris and Abigail for their ongoing leadership in
supporting our parish community at this time.
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September 3
Conversation on race (Zoom)
5 p.m.
September 5
Needlework ministry
10 a.m.
Adult movie night outdoors
8:30 p.m.

September 13
Sunday school kick-off
12 noon to 2 p.m.
September 15
Popcorn theology (Zoom)
5 p.m.

September 9
Gathering of Women
6 p.m.

September 20
Family kite-flying afternoon
12 to 2 p.m.

September 11
Fall Fest (Zoom)
6 p.m.

Our weekly offerings
appear on page 10.

September 21
Pub Theology (Zoom)
6 p.m.
September 22
Autumnal equinox compline
7 p.m.
September 26
Family movie night outdoors
7:30 p.m.
September 28
Popcorn theology (Zoom)
5 p.m.

July Financial Snapshot
July		
2020

Year to Date
July

Year-end
Projection

Budget
2020

Parishioner Contributions
$ 48,847
$342,746
$577,248
$611,305
Other Income*			
18,850
128,945
147,739
135,190
Total Income			
67,697
471,691
724,987
746,495
Total Expense			
51,397
418,323
691,984
746,495
Surplus/ (Deficit)		
16,300
53,368
33,003		
0
*Interest, rentals, endowment distributions, fundraiser, PPP loan proceeds

St. Peter’s in the Great Valley is a lively parish. Our priests and lay leaders deepen our spiritual
lives through meaningful worship and formational programs, and parishioners engage with the
world through our outreach and other programs. The beautiful campus with which we are blessed
requires substantial upkeep, which our capable, hard-working property commission and volunteers
provide. All of this activity must be supported by parish finances, and we have a dedicated team of
parishioners who oversee them. Even though I write this monthly commentary, it is our treasurer
Peter Kreek who prepares the snapshot, and the whole finance commission monitors income and
expenses monthly and proactively addresses topics of financial importance to the parish. What
you see in this column each month is a summary of the complex financial system that underlies the
activities of the parish. —Eric Lien for the finance commission
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The Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt, Rector
The Rev. Christopher W. Exley, Assistant Rector
Dr. Bruce Glenny, Organist/Choirmaster
Susan House, Parish Administrator
Elizabeth R. Dwyer, Parish Secretary
Leigh Pavoni, Preschool Director
Gail Malcolm, Event Coordinator
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Our Mission:
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
to nurture people of all ages in the
knowledge and love of God in Jesus Christ,
and to make Him known
in the wider community

The deadline for the
October Beacon
is September 18.

Weekly Virtual Offerings at St. Peter’s
Sunday
10 a.m.		
Morning Prayer*
		Coffee hour**
5 p.m.		
Youth Group**
Monday thru Thursday
12 noon
Noonday Prayer*
Wednesday
10 a.m.		

Morning Prayer & Bible Study**

Thursday
1:15 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer Group**

Friday
8 a.m.		

Gathering of Men**

		

* Facebook Live or Website
** Zoom

To reach the staff, please call the office; if no one
answers, leave a message or send an email. We
are working from home as much as possible but
we check for messages often. Thank you for your
patience as we work from home, and please know
that we love to hear from you.

Sunday Services in September
8 a.m., Holy Eucharist, Rite One
Outdoors
Masks required
Please pre-register
Bring your own seating
10 a.m. , Morning Prayer, Rite Two
Online
Coffee hour afterwards on Zoom
Recommendations from the Chester
County Health Department as well as the
results of our parish survey in August
indicate that it is not yet time for us
to move indoors. We will continue to
monitor the science and gauge the interest
of the parish. Please join us for worship
and programs outdoors and online.
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