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February 2020
The Light of Christ

by the Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt

Even with daylight hours growing longer, this time of year can seem particularly dark. Trees are bare;
holiday lights are put away, and those few that remain look sort of saggy and sad. Thank goodness for the
lush greenhouses of Longwood Gardens which provide respite and hope during bleak midwinter in the
northeast. Thank goodness for the light of candles that bring warmth and cheer. Thank goodness for the
love of God that strengthens and sustains.
Since September my life has been especially busy in ways that are new to me. In the midst of that
adjustment, when I seemed to have less time than ever before, I discerned God calling and nudging me
to spend more intentional time with God. For me this has meant learning more about and deepening
my practice of centering prayer. This in turn has heightened my awareness of God within me, which has
informed my approach to the busyness of my life and to the ways I shape offerings at St. Peter’s.
On February 2 we celebrate Candlemas, the feast of the Presentation of our Lord Jesus Christ at the
Temple, which marks Jesus’ presentation at the temple in accordance with Jewish law. Luke tells us that
when Jesus was placed in Simeon’s arms the old man proclaimed, as we sing in the Nunc Dimittis canticle,
. . . These eyes of mine have seen the Savior,
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations,
and the glory of your people Israel.
On February 9 we will offer a candlelit Compline service. Please consider accepting this gift of meditative
music, prayers, and readings. It might feel as if you do not have time for it, but you do. I also invite you to
join me on February 18 in centering prayer—thirty minutes of silence devoted to sitting with God.
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26. Please join us and set your intentions for the holy season
of Lent. Throughout the month our usual rhythm of services, outreach opportunities, formation offerings,
and fellowship events will continue, and all of it will be grounded in Jesus Christ, the light to enlighten the
nations. The days will grow longer, but in the ones that remain dreary, I invite you to remember the light of
Christ, that it dwells within you, and that you are called to share it with the world. A favorite poet of mine,
the late Mary Oliver, wrote:
“Make of yourself a light”
said the Buddha,
before he died.
I think of this every morning
as the east begins
to tear off its many clouds
of darkness, to send up the first
signal—a white fan
streaked with pink and violet,
even green.
Thank goodness for you, the people of St. Peter’s, who make a difference in so many ways.

Candlemas Celebration on February 2
This year we will mark the feast of Candlemas, the Presentation of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple,
with the traditional procession, the blessing of candles, and special music at a combined service in the barn
at 10 a.m. (Please note that the only other service that day will be at 8 a.m. in the historic church.)
According to Lesser Feasts and Fasts, the feast of the Presentation of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple is
also known both as the Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin and as Candlemas, and in the Eastern Church
as the Meeting of Christ with Simeon. This variety of names is ample evidence of the wealth of spiritual
meaning that generations of Christians have discovered in this small incident.
The word “presentation” reminds us of the Jewish law (Exodus 13:2 and 22:29) that every firstborn son
had to be dedicated to God in memory of the Israelites’ deliverance from Egypt, when the firstborn sons of
the Egyptians died and those of Israel were spared. When Mary placed her small son into Simeon’s arms,
the Old and New Dispensations met: when the perfect offering came into the temple, the old sacrifices, burnt
offerings, and oblations were done away with. God himself had provided a lamb for the burnt offering
(Genesis 22:8), his only Son, and the offering was to be made once for all on the cross. At every Eucharist
those who are in Christ recall that sinless offering and unite “themselves, their souls and bodies” with the
self-oblation of their Lord and Savior. This feast came to be called “Candlemas” because on this day it is
traditional to bless candles for use throughout the rest of the year.

Compline
February 9, 7:30 p.m.

Centering Prayer
February 18, 6:15 p.m.

God is love and where true love is, God is
there. Please join us in the barn at 7:30 p.m.
on February 9, for a beautiful candlelit service
of Compline. The choir will lead it, and it will
include specially selected readings that focus
on love.

God’s presence is with us and within us at all
times, but our modern world can seem to overpower
our awareness of God. Centuries of Christians have
found it important to set aside time to be intentional
about resting in God’s presence. One way of doing
this is centering prayer.
On Tuesday evening, February 18, give yourself
the gift of silence with God and others. After a brief
introduction at 6:15, we will enter into silent prayer
together in the church for half an hour; then we will
be on our way by 7 p.m. For more information or
to let her know that you plan to participate, please
contact Abigail (abigail@stpetersgv.org or 610-6442261).
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February 26
Holy Eucharist
Imposition of ashes (if desired)
12 noon and 7:30 p.m.
in the historic church
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Interfaith Create! Mosaic Unveiling

Biblical Archaeology Talk

Abigail is part of an interfaith group of religious
leaders who meet regularly for support and
community building. To live into the belief that
conversation and understanding are crucial in our
difficult times, the group organized Interfaith Create!,
held in October at Congregation Beth Chaim, during
which attendees helped create a multi-paneled
mosaic designed by artist Jessica Gorlin Liddell.
The mural, subsequently completed by the artist,
will be unveiled at a special event at 7 p.m., Saturday,
February 16, at Frazer Mennonite Church (7 Maple
Linden Lane, Frazer). Check Keynotes and the
Sunday leaflets for more details, but please mark your
calendars and consider joining us for this important
opportunity to build interfaith relationships.

On Saturday, February 8, Beth Chaim will host Dr.
Gregg Gardner to speak about how the archaeology
of ancient Israel during the first centuries informs
our understanding of the foundations of Judaism
and Christianity. Dr. Gardner, an associate professor
at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver,
is serving this year as a fellow at the Herbert D.
Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies and the
University of Pennsylvania. All are welcome to
attend this event on Saturday, February 8. There
will be a service at 10 a.m., and Dr. Gardner’s talk
will begin at 11:15. Beth Chaim is located at 398
Conestoga Road, Malvern. To RSVP, please send an
email to administrator@bethchaim.net.

New February Date for “Beads and Bagels”
Since the January date for this workshop was problematic for a number of people, “Beads and Bagels”
has been rescheduled for February 29, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. We will enjoy light refreshments while
creating prayer beads, either for personal use or as a gift, under the guidance of an experienced instructor.
The $15 cost covers one set of beads per person. To sign up, please contact Abigail (abigail@stpetersgv.org
or 610-644-2261).

Looking Ahead to March
Wednesday Evening Lenten Soup Suppers
Every Wednesday evening during Lent, from March 4 through April 1, Chris will lead a Lenten soup
supper discussion series about how the images and symbols of Holy Scripture are used in Sunday worship.
Details about each week’s topic will appear later this month. Please plan to join us for a simple soup supper
in the parish hall at 6 p.m., followed by the program from 6:30 to 8.

Coming Next Month—A Visit from the Bishop
Bishop Gutiérrez will preach and celebrate at our 10 a.m. service on Sunday, March 8, and
at that time will receive into the Episcopal Church those who were confirmed or made a public
pronouncement of faith in other Christian denominations. He will offer all parishioners the
opportunity to reaffirm publically their commitment to living a life following Jesus. Abigail
and Chris invite you to consider prayerfully whether you would like to be received into the
Episcopal church or to reaffirm your faith during the Bishop’s visit. Some have already opted
to do so, but there is still time for others to make this decision. Contact Chris Exley (chris@
stpetersgv.org) for more information.
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Building Community through Preserving History
Are you interested in making a difference in the community? Would you enjoy researching which
organizations fund historic restorations? Do you have experience in structural engineering or the building
trades that you would be willing to share? Do you have experience writing grant proposals and requests
for external funding? Do you enjoy carpentry, painting, or installing drywall? Are you a history buff who
values preserving local history rather than letting it disappear? And, equally importantly, would you like
to work in partnership with fellow Christians in Mt. Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church in Devon to
help restore their historic structure as a viable worship and gathering space in our community?
If you answered, “Yes” to any of these questions, or if you are curious about this exciting new project,
please read on. And please also check out www.historicmtziondevon.org/about-mt-zion to learn about
this historic gem with which St. Peter’s has much in common, beginning with being listed on the National
Register of Historic Places as sites of major occurrences in state and national history.
With the blessing of the vestry, our anti-racism initiative team has been exploring ways we might broaden
our ministry in partnership with communities outside our own faith tradition and racial heritage. Since our
team was aware that the clergy and members of 172-year-old Mt. Zion AME Church have been working on
plans to restore their historic church building, despite realizing that their congregation is too small to do it
alone, we approached their pastor and several key members about exploring the idea of partnering with St.
Peter’s to achieve the dream; they received us and the idea warmly and enthusiastically. As we informally
brainstormed about what two historic congregations working side by side could accomplish, everyone
realized that the possibilities seem endless, and the rewards great. Combining everyone’s God-given gifts
and working in community as true brothers and sisters in Christ, we can truly be the hands of God that turn
the dream into reality, and the now shuttered building into a community worship and gathering place.
We envision this as an exciting, long-term, multi-faceted, parish-wide ministry, but right now the
undertaking is still in a very preliminary stage. Obviously our greatest immediate needs center on
determining the cost of some major structural repairs that must be addressed by licensed professionals
and also on identifying potential sources of external funding for the project. So we ask that you please let
Abigail know that you are interested in helping at this crucial planning stage and if you would like to help
during a later stage as well.

Women’s One-Day Gathering
Vestry Nominating Committee

March 14

In accordinace with our parish by-laws,
our annual parish meeting, when we elect four
new vestry members, will take place on May 3.
The by-laws also stipulate that, in consultation
with the rector, the vestry appoint a nominating
committee comprised of the four retiring
members and four at-large parishioners and
publish the slate of nominees sixty days before
the meeting.
We are happy to announce that Gail
Guthridge, Holly Hardester, Joe Herbst, and
Steve Mark have agreed to serve along with
Greg Bright, Donna Fabius, Charlene Hanbury,
and Wilson Smith. A parishioner who wishes to
suggest someone for the committee to consider
should contact any member no later than
February 11.

In response to what the women
of St. Peter’s said in this fall’s survey
about their preferences for gathering
in fellowship, we are pleased to
announce a one-day gathering in the
Bishop White Library at Washington
Memorial Chapel in Valley Forge Park,
on Saturday, March 14. “Choosing Joy” is the day’s
theme, and there will be plenty of time for reflecting,
sharing, and exploring our experiences.
We will begin at 9 a.m., have lunch together,
and attend the 5 p.m. service at the Chapel. The
cost for the whole day is $35; scholarships (or a
babysitting allowance) are available. For those who
don’t want to go home and cook, we will make a
dinner reservation at a local restaurant. If you plan
to attend or have questions, please contact Lynn
Mander (lsmander@gmail.com or 610-613-5358).
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Youth Group Mission Trips Set
The youth group is planning two trips this year, one restricted to those currently in ninth
grade or higher, and one open to youth of all ages. The high-schoolers will attend the Episcopal
Youth Event (EYE) in Baltimore, a triennial gathering of Episcopalian young people from all
across the country. Its theme this year is “Unity.” The second mission trip, open to all rising
seventh-graders through 2020 high school grads, will be based at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
in Germantown; from there they will do day trips to nearby sites to help with such projects as
food ministries, property rehabilitation, and landscape work.
To help offset some of the cost for the travel and accommodations of these endeavors, the young people
have planned several fundraisers, including these that are coming up this month.

Valentine’s Day Chocolate-Covered Oreos

Like last year, the youth group is again making and selling chocolate-covered cookies for Valentine’s
Day. Young people will be on hand to take your order after all services on February 2 and will deliver
them to you after services the following Sunday, February 9. (From Monday on, orders will be available
for pick-up in the parish office through February 14.) Each packet of 6 chocolate-covered Oreos (3 dark,
3 milk) costs $10.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

The youth group will host a pancake supper on Tuesday, February 25, with the support of the vestry.
Prepare to throw dietary caution to the wind and to splurge a little before the start of Lent the following
day! Come to the parish hall between 6 and 7:30 p.m. on Shrove Tuesday and indulge in a variety of
all-you-can-eat pancakes . . . and then take part in the second annual pancake toss race (or just be a
cheerleader if you ate too many pancakes to move quickly). The youth group will gratefully accept
donations to benefit this year’s mission trips. Please let Elizabeth Dwyer know if you plan to attend
(elizabeth@stpetersgv.org or 610-644-2261).

Wawa “Shorti” Coupons

In addition, the young people will also sell $5 coupons, each good for a 6-inch “Wawa Shorti”
hoagie. The coupons have no expiration date, so you can buy a bunch and slake your hunger at any

Upcoming Adult Forum Sessions
Adult forum will resume on the second Sunday of February, after our special
celebration of Candlemas the week before (see p. 2). On February 9, parishioner Brendan
Hickey, a school psychologist, will present some basic facts and misunderstandings
about suicide and its prevention. He is a school suicide prevention specialist accredited by the American
Association of Suicidology as well as a disaster-and-crisis mental health volunteer at several agencies.
On February 16, John Alston, founder and director of the Chester Children’s Chorus, will talk about love
inspiring action, since “it is our indifference to other people’s suffering that prevents us from making the
sacrifices necessary to help.”
Then on February 23, Chris Exley, along with choir members Kate Mallon-Day, Sian Myshko, and Tony
Wirtel, will explore the hymn “St. Patrick’s Breastplate.” It is derived from the Lorica of St. Patrick, and it
appears in popular literature A Swiftly Tilting Planet by Madeleine L’Engle.
After this short month, on March 1, adult forum will turn to the environment. Parishioner Lyndsay
Knupp of the Green Stewards will lead a panel discussion on the topic, “Key Tips on Living Sustainably.” A
variety of environmentally friendly products will be on display, and everyone in attendance will be invited
to enter a drawing for them. Come share a tip of your own or learn from others about how to care for God’s
creation in our daily lives.
Please join us in the barn on Sunday mornings from 10:20 to 11:05 with your coffee and snacks, and add
your voice to the conversation! If you have questions, please contact Melissa Shaner (myshaner@verizon.
net or 610-296-7621).
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Outreach News and Notes
Phoenixville Food Ministry

Home, Sweet Habitat Home

Despite Chester County’s ranking as one
of the wealthiest in the commonwealth, many
people still go hungry here. Each month we have
the opportunity each month not only to provide
some folks in Phoenixville with a nutritious meal
but also to engage in meaningful conversation.
We invite you to try out this ministry on February
10 on the shift that best meets your schedule—
meal-prep and cooking from 2:45 to 4:45, or
serving and cleaning up from 4:45-to-6:30.
We appreciate the time you spend with us
in this ministry, and remind you that joining it
doesn’t need to be a regular commitment in your
busy schedule. We urge you to give the lively
food ministry a try, and consider volunteering
for one meal a year, a quarter, or whenever your
schedule permits. Our guests appreciate the care
and respect we extend and praise our genuine
hospitality. The two hours you spend in this
ministry in any month are guaranteed to be most
rewarding! Hope to see you soon at a dinner!
Contact (eileenklein@live.com) for information
or to sign up for this or any month.

For a disturbingly large number of low-income
families in Chester County, the word “home”
may mean having to move each year because of
rent increases, or squeezing a whole family into a
poorly maintained, tiny $1000-a-month apartment.
Fortunately the Chester County branch of Habitat for
Humanity offers a different vision of home, and St.
Peter’s partnership with Habitat (a replacement for
Good Works) gives all of us the chance to participate
in our twenty-year tradition of improving housing
for low-income families. With help from volunteers
like us, qualifying buyers can own Habitat homes
by investing two hundred hours of “sweat equity”
in building them and by paying off a 0%-interest
mortgage.
St. Peter’s will begin working with Habitat this
month, on Community Lane, at Cambria Terrace in
Coatesville. Once the site of the former Oak Street
Projects, this Habitat community of new singlefamily and twin homes will serve more than sixty
families when completed. Our first two workdays
are Saturday, February 29 and March 28, from
8:30 a.m to 3:30 p.m.; we will announce each day’s
specific tasks beforehand.
If you are experienced in home repair, great; if you
want to learn new skills, you get on-the-job training;
if you prefer to feed our crew lunch, we need you
too. No one under 16 is permitted to work on site,
but other jobs are available for younger teens. To
sign up for one of the work days or to ask questions,
please contact Randy Klein (randolphklein@hotmail.
com or 484-875-0122).

Another Successful Gifting Tree

Thank you to the skillful preppers, servers,
and helpers at our January chili cook-off, and
special kudos to chef David for showing his
chili chops. Unusually mild temperatures
enabled 33 guests (including a goodly number
of first-timers) to attend.

Thank you to all the parishioners who made this
year’s gifting tree a huge success! In collaboration
with Episcopal Community Services, Church
Housing Corporation and the Community, Youth
and Women’s Alliance, we were able to help make
Christmas a truly wonderful day for seventy
children and elderly adults. Your generosity is
overwhelming!
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More Outreach News and Notes
Gesundheit! Bags for the Clinic
The flu season is in full swing, and the need for the Gesundheit! bags at The Clinic is great. St. Peter’s
youngest members and the children in the preschool are busily decorating white sandwich bags with
colorful flowers, sunshine, and get-well wishes. When they finish their artwork, they will need some
soothing items to put into the bags, and that is where the rest of us come into the picture. All we adults
do is furnish the following contents, according to last name:
A to C—4 bags of throat lozenges
D to G—4 20-bag boxes of tea bags
H to K—4 cans of chicken soup
L to M—4 small boxes of tissues
N to R—6 pocket-size hand sanitizers
S to Z —4 lip balms.
Please deposit your items in the Clinic container in either gathering space no later than Sunday,
February 9, to enable the children to complete their work and us to deliver the bags while the flu is still
raging and the relief most needed. Please contact Linda Huggler (Lindahuggler@verizon.net or 610-2474503) if you have questions.
The outreach commission thanks the children of St. Peter’s for their work and the adults for supplying
the needed items. Gesundheit! God bless you!

Serendipity in a Filing Cabinet
“Do You Hear Me Now?”
To help everyone hear
the lessons, sermons,
and announcements in
church, we can use some
more volunteer sound
technicians. So there will be a training
and refresher session for both new and
experienced sound technicians at 9:30 a.m.
on Saturday, February 1, in the common
room of the church. Please consider taking
on this role—it does not add to your
time commitments, as you are in church
anyway, and enhances worship for fellow
parishioners!

Recently a small watercolor by Adelaide Cilley
Ward (1904-1976) and a pen and ink drawing by
Carmen Camarota (1920-2001) came to light, one in
a file in the parish house and the other in our archive
room. Both local artists were attracted to historic
houses and buildings of Chester County as subjects
for their work. Their renderings of the historic
church have now been framed and are on display in
the parish house for all to enjoy, alongside several
other paintings of St. Peter’s. Be sure to check them
out when you are in the building. And if you happen
to know anything about who gave us either of these
two canvases, please contact Susy Baum (610-2960832).
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Beth and Jason Hacker for staging the music and the food at the Advent carol sing;
All of the “merchants” and “customers” at our Alternative Christmas market;
Kate Mallon-Day and Molly Kulp for organizing the gifting tree project and all
who participated in it;
The preschool children and their teachers for crafting Christmas centerpieces for
the festive Phoenixville food ministry dinner in December;
The choir, Bruce Glenny, guest organist Gary Gress, and the lay readers for Advent Lessons and Carols;
The flower guild for beautifying the campus during Advent;
Holly Hardester and Susy Baum for leading the Advent-wreath and outdoor greening workshops (see
the photos below, left);
Everyone who made the twelve days of Christmas glorious—the choir, lay assistants, altar and flower
guilds, and Bad Boys and Girls;
Mary Anne Morgan, Kristy Campagna, Holly Hardester, and all who participated in the Christmas Eve
pageant (see the photo below, right);
Pat Harvey, Alix Markee, and Abigail Nestlehutt, for attending the Echo Lake ribbon-cutting;
Bruce Glenny, the choir, and and Radnor High first violinist David Clarke for the Epiphany Compline;
Susy Baum for discovering and framing and matting two watercolors and a pen and ink drawing of the
historic church for display in the parish house;
Abigail Nestlehutt for organizing the SSJE retreat in Cambridge, Mass.;
Peter Kreek, Eric Lien, and the finance commission for preparing the 2020 budget.
And Chris Exley sends his appreciation to all who helped make his ordination such a special occasion
and thanks the parish for its gift of the pastel by Anne Reid.

Needlework Ministry
The various items crafted by our needleworkers have a wide reach. We give scarves, hats, and
“angel blankets” to Chester County Hospital for distribution to patients of all ages, and we give
scarves and hats both to the families of St. James School students and to members of the military
through Operation Gratitude.
We encourage all parishioners to support grieving or ill family members or
friends with the gift of a lap blanket or prayer shawl (found on the coat closet shelf in
both the church and barn). And we invite everyone to drop in on the needle workers
from 10 a.m. to noon on the first Saturday of any month, including on February 1—
no experience needed.

yer,
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February 25
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper
6 to 7:30 p.m.

February 1
Training for sound technicians
9:30 a.m.
Needlework ministry
10 a.m.

February 26
Ash Wednesday
Holy Eucharist
with imposition of ashes
12 noon & 7:30 p.m.

February 2
Candlemas
Two services only
8 a.m. (church) and 10 a.m. (barn)

February 29
“Beads and Bagels” workshop
(rescheduled)
10 a.m. to 12 noon

February 9
Compline
7:30 p.m.

For Your March Calendar
On Sunday, March 8, the Rt. Rev. Daniel G.P.
Gutiérrez will be with us for a combined service at
10 a.m. in the barn. The only other service that day
will be the 8 a.m. Rite 1 Eucharist in the church.

December Financial Snapshot
December
2019

Year-to-date
December

Parishioner Contributions
$ 80,697
$575,379
Other Income*			
27,186
101,653
Total Income			
107,883
677,032
Total Expense			
65,420
666,681
Surplus/ (Deficit)		
42,463
10,351		
*Interest, rentals, endowment distributions, fundraiser

Budget
2019
$506,166
128,319
634,485
634,485
0

As you no doubt noticed, the total amount of parishioner contributions during December is high, partly
due to parishioners’ fulfillment of the remainder of their 2019 pledges in December and partly to some
early payments toward 2020 pledges. It is also high for a third reason. When we receive payments from
parishioners fulfilling their commitment to fund the assistant rector through 2021, we place that money into
the special assistant rector fund; then each month we transfer the exact monthly cost of our assistant to the
operating budget.
In the “Year-to-date” column, the total amount of parishioner contributions is therefore much higher
than in the 2019 budget, primarily because it includes those monies moved from the separate assistant rector
fund to the operating budget. We also need to point out that in previous snapshots, those monies were
included as “Other Income.”
The truly good news is that in 2019 our income and our expenses were balanced, and that we ended the
year without a deficit. —Eric Lien for the Finance Commission
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2475 St. Peter’s Road, Malvern, PA 19355
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The Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt, Rector
The Rev. Chris Exley, Assistant Rector
Dr. Bruce Glenny, Organist/Choirmaster
Susan House, Parish Administrator
Elizabeth Dwyer, Parish Secretary
Leigh Pavoni, Preschool Director
Gail Malcolm, Event Coordinator
Liam Reid, Weekend Facilities Manager

Our Mission:
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
to nurture people of all ages in the
knowledge and love of God in Jesus Christ,
and to make Him known
in the wider community

The deadline for the
March Beacon
is February 15.

Every Week at St. Peter’s
Sunday
8 a.m. 		
9 a.m. 		
		
10:20 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

Holy Eucharist*
Holy Eucharist**
(Nursery care available**)
Christian formation**
Holy Eucharist*

Wednesday
10 a.m.		

Morning Prayer & Bible Study*

Thursday
10:30 a.m.

Intercessory Prayer Group ***

Friday
7 a.m.		
12 noon

Gathering of Men***
Parish office closes

December 20, 2019

* Church
** Barn
*** Parish House
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