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December 2019 ~ January 2020
Hope

by the Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt

The column was called “Globe Santa” when I was a girl and it appeared every day in
December. Every year I diligently read the story it told about a child who needed help to
make the holiday season bright, and then sent in a modest contribution. After a few days,
when I was pretty sure The Boston Globe had processed my envelope, I would start scanning
the endless rows of donor names to find mine but, being far more interested in the stories
than in finding my name, would swiftly abandon the tedious search.
The holiday season is a typical time for making donations to help those in some kind
of need. When my children were young they looked forward to the day the “Angel Tree”
appeared in church, decorated with ornaments listing wishes they could fulfill. At St.
Peter’s, we partner with Episcopal Community Services and Church Housing Corporation
and decorate our “Gifting Tree” with tags identifying the needs and desires of children
and adults. Our Alternative Christmas market gives parishioners the opportunity to shop
for gifts by donating to our outreach focus ministries in honor of friends and family, and
in December our food ministry prepares and serves an especially festive holiday meal in
Phoenixville. In every case there are stories of people of all ages and circumstances. And
our desire to help is fueled by the story of one child, wrapped in swaddling clothes and
lying in a manger.
You know the tale by heart, but you listen intently every time because it is well told and
full of captivating characters—shepherds, angels, a young mother and her new husband.
And it takes place in unfamiliar surroundings—a field at night, a manger. It is a story
created to explain the birth of our savior. It is a story designed to cause wonder. It is a story
meant to inspire. You listen because it is a story well told, but more than that, you listen
because you crave its light and love and hope, for yourself and for the world.
What are you hoping for in this holiday season and the new year ahead? Where do you
see darkness that needs to be pierced by the light of Christ? Our Advent programming is
designed to encourage you to create space to breathe so that you are prepared for the joy of
the nativity and to strengthen you to live its hope. Consider attending the quiet evening on
December 4, which will open with some thoughts to ponder in a space that offers a variety
of prompts for prayer. On December 18, I will offer a time of centering prayer, when we will
enter into silence together after a brief introduction. Between these two prayer-centered
[Cont. on p. 8]

Advent Lessons and Carols

Christmas Flowers

					

At 4 p.m. on Sunday, December
8, we will offer a service of Advent
Lessons and Carols to prepare
ourselves, in the words of the
bidding prayer, “to hear once more
the message of the Angels, to go
to Bethlehem and see the Son of
God lying in a manger.” Through its blending
of scripture and music, the service is an ideal
opportunity to take time, before the hectic
holiday rush begins in earnest, to remember
what Christmas is about. Please join us, and
invite a friend! After the service, we will join
in fellowship and enjoy an elegant but simple
reception.

Christmas memorials are a wonderful way to
remember loved ones or to celebrate family milestones
like weddings, births, or anniversaries. Your gift
“In thanksgiving for . . .” or “In memory of . . .” will
be listed in the Christmas leaflets. The minimum
contribution suggested is $30; checks should be
payable to St. Peter’s Church (with “Christmas
memorials” noted on the memo line). Order forms
are available in the Sunday leaflets and the parish
office; all orders must be received by December 15
for inclusion in the Christmas leaflets. Whether you
mail your order to the parish office or place it in the
offering plate, please be sure to include the names of
those you wish to honor or remember. Thank you!

Intergenerational Christmas Pageant
In this year’s pageant, the Christmas story will be introduced by some surprising voices,
belonging to St. Peter’s earliest clergy, parishioners, and a dog, all of whom celebrated
Christmas here in this church in colonial times. At the 4 p.m. family Christmas Eve service,
we will keep alive the tradition of telling the full Christmas story by presenting this year’s
creative pageant with its special twist.
The pageant offers roles for children, “tweens” and teens, and adults; attendance at
the three rehearsals in the barn is very important. We also need volunteers to help with
alterations or simple sewing on the costumes. If you want to participate, please contact Holly
Hardester (sundayschool@stpetersgv.org) soon.
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The Feast of the Epiphany on January 6 marks the end
of the Christmas season, also called Christmastide or the
“twelve days of Christmas.” The word, a transliteration
of the Greek epiphaneia, means “manifestation” and marks
three “firsts” in Jesus’ life. His three major epiphanies—
visit of the Magi or wise men, baptism in the River Jordan,
and miracle at Cana—were said to have
two remarkable things in common: all
involved divine intercession and all three
occurred on the same day, although in
different years. During the season after the
Epiphany, which runs from January 7 until Ash Wednesday,
we celebrate the many occasions when the divinity of Jesus
was disclosed to his followers and to us as we live our lives.
This year we will celebrate Epiphany on Sunday,
January 5, so please be sure to join us at 8, 9, or 11:15 a.m.
We will enjoy a traditional King cake after each service!
And that evening, please come back for a candlelit service
of compline that evokes the star that led the Magi to the
divine child.
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Seasonal Outreach Opportunities
Spreading Christmas Joy through Alternative Christmas
Even though many people focus on material gifts during the holidays, our season of preparation to
celebrate Jesus’ birth need not focus on possessions. To help us de-emphasize consumer spending during
the holidays, the outreach commission will once again sponsor St. Peter’s annual Alternative Christmas
market to enable parishioners to share their love by supporting our target ministries.
You can honor the gift of love among your family members and friends by making a
donation in someone’s name to Chester Children’s Chorus, Church Housing Corporation,
The Clinic, St. James School, or the youth mission trip. For each donation you will receive
a lovely card and information about the ministry benefiting from the gift. And gifts from
the Alternative Christmas market also benefit the environment, keeping it a bit freer of
more “stuff” to be disposed of later! Each year the market also offers an additional surprise
recipient—last year’s was the relief effort for the victims of the California fires.
Stopping by to “shop” during an Alternative Christmas market gives you an opportunity to learn about
our work with our focus organizations, and both your conversations and your support help guide the
commission’s work. The market will be open after services on the four Sundays in Advent:
December 1—10:20 (barn)

December 8—8:45 and 12:30 (church)

December 15—10:20 (barn) 		

December 22—11:15 (church)

The Gifting Tree Is Up
This year we are partnering with Episcopal Community Services, Community Youth and
Women’s Alliance, and Church Housing Corporation to brighten the lives of less fortunate
children and needy adults in our area. Participation is easy! From the gifting trees in either
gathering space, select a tag or two, and record your name and contact information next to
your tag’s code number in the logbook nearby. Gifts for children are due at St. Peter’s by
noon on December 8; all other gifts on December 15. Kate Mallon-Day (610-613-8965 or kantakate@aol.
com) will be happy to answer any questions.

Sharing Holiday Meals and Love

Calling All Chili Cooks

What a special Thanksgiving meal our food
ministry volunteers served in Phoenixville! Close
to sixty guests expressed their appreciation for
the delicious meal with all the fixings and for our
hospitality. Conversations with guests, arrangements
of fresh flowers, and tablecloths matter, especially
at holiday time. Volunteer teamwork makes short
work of the many tasks involved—planning,
shopping, cooking, serving, and cleaning. To the
eighteen volunteers we say, “Thank you!” and
to our appreciative guests at Phoenixville, “Your
community-building is priceless!”
Won’t you join us in Phoenixville for our Christmas
meal scheduled for December 2? Contact Eileen Klein
(eileenklein@live.com) for more information.

Our third year of service at Phoenixville is
almost upon us, and we will celebrate this happy
event on Monday, January 13, with a CHILI
COOK-OFF for our regular group of appreciative
and engaging guests. The food ministry invites
the MEN of St. Peter’s to cook up this special
treat between 2:30 and 5 p.m.that day. We’ve got
the chef hats and aprons . . . the only part we still
need is YOU!
You’ll prepare an EASY, totally do-able,
recipe as part of a menu that includes cornbread
muffins, tossed salad, and dessert. Please plan to
join us by contacting Eileen Klein (eileenklein@
live.com). This is a great opportunity to show
your CHOPS, guys!
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Wednesday Evenings in Advent
December 4—Advent Quiet Evening, 7:30 to 9, led by Chris Exley
As the joy of Jesus’ birth approaches and life’s already hectic pace becomes more frenetic because of holiday
commitments and end-of-year tasks, this quiet evening in the church is designed to help us focus on preparing
for Jesus’ birth. Using scripture, poetry and art, we will contemplate Mary’s response to God’s invitation
and how it can move us to listen to God’s invitation to us to move from annunciation to visitation, to nativity.
December 11—Soup Supper and Super Singing, 6 to 8 p.m.
Join us for a seasonal carol sing and festive potluck soup supper in the parish hall. We
will provide beverages and breads, and ask you to please sign up to bring a pot of soup
or plate of cookies.
December 18—Centering Prayer. 7:15 to 8:30 p.m., led by Abigail Nestlehutt
Christians throughout the centuries have known the sacredness of silence. True silence is elusive in our
modern world, but worth discovering. As Martin Laird points out in Into the Silent Land: A Guide to the
Christian Practice of Contemplation, medieval theologian Meister Eckhart observed that “the noblest attainment
in this life is to be silent and let God work and speak within.” After a brief introduction, we will enter into
silent prayer together in the church. Consider accepting this gift of quiet in the midst of a busy season.
Please RSVP to Chris (chris@stpetersgv.org) for 12/4; for the others, to Abigail (abigail@stpetersgv.org).

Adult Christian Formation—Advent and Beyond
by Melissa Shaner

On December 8 and December 15, the Rev. Roy Almquist will lead “Finding Bethlehem in the Midst
of Bedlam,” guiding us in reflections on the season of Advent. “Christmas or confusion … which will
we choose?  This need not be an ‘either/or,’” Roy notes. “The essence of our faith permeates the jolly
craziness that marks this special time of year.  How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given.”  Come
and share your favorite Christmas traditions, as we explore the interweaving of the sacred and the
secular in these two stand-alone sessions that are not designed as a “series.”
After the holiday hiatus, adult formation resumes on January 5, with a forum on Anglican prayer
beads led by parishioner Martin McElroy. In the 1980’s, an Episcopal women’s prayer group in Texas
devised “Anglican prayer beads” to serve as a springboard for prayer and reflection on an inexhaustible
range of themes. After noting the history, structure, and symbolism of Anglican
beads, we will explore ways of weaving this ancient tradition into our daily prayers,
including one written for St. Peter’s. Using prayer beards might even become a
new practice for some in 2020!
On January 12, Chris Exley, our newly ordained priest, will talk to us about
what it is like to be ordained—the requirements, the process, the services, the emotions —and about how
he responded to God’s call.
On January 19, parishioner Betsy Bouvel, a Licensed Professional Counselor, will help us explore
how to achieve balance in our lives. What can we notice about how we respond to stress, and what can
we do to deal with it? She will also address how her own faith life guides her professional calling, and
resources, like the labyrinth, that are available at St. Peter’s.
Then in adult forum on January 26, guest preacher, the Rev. Kyle J. Boyer will lead us in examining
a question prompted by the day’s Gospel reading, “What does it mean to be a part of the cure when
it comes to race?” More specifically, we will discuss apathy towards social justice and how our faith
challenges us to examine both our privilege and the ways many of us often put people into the category
of “other.”
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Christmastide Services at a Glance
Christmastide Services at a Glance
December 24
Christmas Eve
Family Eucharist and Pageant
4 p.m. (barn)
Choral Prelude
7 & 9:30 p.m.(church)
Festal Choral Eucharist
7:30 p.m. & 10 p.m. (church)
December 25
Christmas Day
Music for the Season
9:45 a.m. (church)
Christmas Eucharist
10 a.m. (church)
December 29
1st Sunday after Christmas
Holy Eucharist
8 & 10 a.m. (church)
January 5
Feast of the Epiphany, observed
Holy Eucharist
8, 9, and 11:15 a.m.
King Cake celebration after all services
Compline
7:30 p.m.

St. Peter’s Anti-Racism Initiative
When Bishop Gutiérrez challenged parishes in our diocese to initiate conversations about in stemming
the ugly tide of racism that came to the forefront in Charlottesville, St. Peter’s responded by forming an
anti-racism initiative group. Since then, Jean-Pierre Bouvel, David and Trudi Graves, Shannon Mannon, and
Steve Ockenden have been working with Abigail to discern how we, a predominantly white parish, can rise
to the bishop’s challenge and make a difference; the group’s mission is to “help foster awareness among our
parishioners of the complexity, subtlety, persistence, and effects of racism throughout society, the Church,
and the parish.”
In January of this year, St. Peter’s invited Dr. Catherine Kerrison, a specialist in colonial history, to lead
an informative two-part forum series about the intrinsic racist attitudes that have been present since the
country’s founding. The following month, the ARI led a five-part Lenten series, “Seeking and Serving Christ
in All People,” based on our baptismal vows and designed to raise our awareness of unconscious and hurtful
individual racist attitudes and of systemic and institutional racism inherent in the U.S.
Since then, the ARI has articulated, and presented to the vestry, specificic objectives that will engage
our parishioners directly in hands-on collaborative work with people and communities of color in the
area. Watch for news this spring about these collaborative projects. In addition, to help us continue the
conversation about race and view it from different perspectives, the group has arranged visits from two
guest speakers. On January 26, the Rev. Kyle Boyer, a local minister with many ties to this area, will be our
guest preacher and adult forum leader. (For more about Kyle Boyer and his sermon and forum, see pages 4
and 9.) On February 16, John Alston, founder and director of the Chester Children’s Chorus, will speak at
adult forum about the children, the city where they live, and the role of music in changing their everyday
lives and in shaping what they can do in the future as adults (watch for more on this in the February Beacon).
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Bishop’s Ball in December

Youth Mission Trip

The Bishop’s Ball is coming up from 7 to 11 p.m.
on Saturday, December 7. Previous balls have been
a lot of fun, and this year, nothing could be better
than a Harry Potter theme! So come join sixththrough twelfth-graders from all over the diocese
for an evening of fun at St. Thomas, Whitemarsh.
Feel free to wear your robes and house colors, or
to come formal. Food, photo booths, and activities
will be part of the fun that evening! Please let
Chris know if you are interested in attending. We
will need drivers and chaperones for the evening.

The youth group and their parents met recently
to consider options for the 2020 mission trip. We are
exploring three different possibilities, and may have
already chosen one by the time you read this. One is
to attend the Episcopal Youth Event in Washington
D.C. for young people from all over the country
who are at least fifteen or in ninth through twelfth
grade); the gathering is a wonderful opportunity to
experience the breadth of the Episcopal church. The
second option is to stay local and do our mission trip
based at an Episcopal Church in Germantown; food
ministry, community assistance, minor repairs, and
community gardening are all possibilities on this
trip. The third option is to travel to Ft. Defiance,
AZ, to spend time at the Good Shepherd mission
in the Navajo Land Episcopal Diocese, working at
the mission, gardening, bee-keeping, and exploring
the culture of the Navajo people and their nation
surrounding the mission. All of the options give
St. Peter’s young people the opportunity to explore
their faith beyond our campus while serving others
in meaningful ways; at the Washington event they
will learn about service opportunities.
All of these options are costly. Please consider
making a donation to the youth mission trip during
Alternative Christmas, to enable more of our youth
to attend. More information about the trip and
fundraisers for it will appear in future Beacons and
in Keynotes.

January Snow Tubing
As the weather turns colder, fun in the snow is
in our forecast. Join us on Saturday, January 11 for
snow tubing at Spring Mountain ski area. Tickets
there sell out quickly, so please let Chris know as
soon as possible if you plan to spend an afternoon
on the slopes with your St. Peter’s friends!

Beads and Bagels
Children’s Chapel
Our young parishioners love children’s chapel,
and it is a great joy during the 9 a.m. service to
see them scampering back into worship at the
Peace. We invite you to help make this special
time possible by volunteering to lead children’s
chapel. No experience is needed, as we have a
well-defined curriculum in place and will ensure
that you are well prepared. All that is needed is
a desire to help spread the faith to the coming
generation.
If you are willing to give this ministry a try,
please let Chris know (chris@stpetersgv.org) that
you would like to do this.

Spend a Saturday morning in mid-January
enjoying light refreshments and making prayer
beads for yourself or as a gift for someone, with
guidance offered by an experienced instructor.
This workshop may be of special interest to those
who attended the January 5th adult forum about
prayer beads (see p. 4).
Each participant will have the chance to create
Anglican prayer beads or prayer beads in any
other pattern. While some information about
the history of prayer beads will be offered, this is
mostly a hands-on workshop.
It will take place on January 18, from 10 a.m.
to 12 noon. The $15 cost covers one set of beads
per person. To sign up, please contact Abigail
(abigail@stpetersgv.org or 610-644-2261).
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Dear St. Peter’s Friends,
I hope that many of you will be able
to attend my ordination service at 6:30
p.m. on December 20, and look forward to
sharing it with you.
If you are interested in serving in some
way during the service, please let me know
as soon as possible. Some positions are
already spoken for, but a few still need to
be filled.
Blessings,
Chris

Build St. Peter’s
☩

The Purpose of Pledging
Thank you to all who have already pledged. Your pledges show the many ways you help us build
St. Peter’s through your love, service and faith. With God’s help and your support, we will meet our
goal of $459,000. St. Peter’s is blessed with generous parishioners who give their time, talent, and
treasure to make possible the many daily miracles that define our journey together in faith and service.
No matter the occasion, the people of St. Peter’s always give of themselves—working with St. James
School, providing meals for the food insecure, knitting scarves for the homeless, performing exquisite
music at our worship services, inviting the community to join us in fellowship, maintaining our jewel
of a campus.
Why, then, do we ask for a pledge? Simply because pledging is the best way for us to predict,
prioritize, and plan reliably for the many things we are called to do. Spontaneous gifts to the church are
always welcome, of course, and we appreciate the generosity behind them. But if you intend to provide
a gift to St. Peter’s, no matter its size or frequency, please consider formalizing it as a pledge, which
will enable us to estimate with reasonable accuracy how much we can undertake each year and what
new goals we can set for ourselves. Intentional pledges help us define our plans and continue our mission.
A pledge is not a debt, nor does it imply a binding obligation. It is simply a good faith estimate of the
degree to which a household wishes to support St. Peter’s over a year. If circumstances change, perhaps
because of unforeseen expenses or an unanticipated move, a pledge can be adjusted in strict confidence.
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[“Hope,” cont. from p. 1]

offerings, I hope you will also join us for a festive evening of singing and supper on December 11.

(Details about these Wednesday evening offerings are on page 4).
In the weeks ahead, listen to the readings and music as we progress through the season. You will hear
the story that builds up to the birth and carries us beyond. Join us for special services, like Advent Lessons
and Carols on December 8, Epiphany compline led by the choir on January 5, and of course Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day. And this year we have the special additional joy of celebrating the ordination to the
priesthood of our assistant rector, Chris Exley, on December 20.
“Slow down, it’s Advent!” is a popular, but hard to live up to, slogan. Still, it is worth a try. As we await
and then celebrate the birth of our savior, cherish the story, embrace the love, and allow it to strengthen
you to create new stories of hope.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chris Exley for organizing “Trunk or Treat”;
Eric Lien for presenting the semi-annual financial review at adult forum;
Helen Ockenden for leading the stewardship campaign;
Master cabinetmaker Dante Liberatoscioli for the gate to the churchyard;
Holly O’Connell of Path of Hope for leading the adult forum program on mental health resources;
Ryan Battin, Betsy Bouvel, and Roger Tellefsen for serving as our delegates at diocesan convention;
Bruce Glenny and the choir for Evensong, Charles Grove for serving as guest organist, and Susan
Dovey, Donna Fabius, and Eileen and Randy Klein for the reception;
Paige Infortuna for organizing the barn dance, and all the sponsors, donors, volunteers, and participants
who helped make it a success, and Robert Ryan Catering for donating the dinner;
Mark Nichols of Dreisbach and Bosler Plumbing for donating his labor to install a sump pump in the
church choir room;
Katie Franz, Holly Hardester, Sharon Holt, and Linda Parkyn for serving as Sunday school teachers
during the fall term.

October Financial Snapshot
October
2019

Year to Date
October

Year-end
Projection

Budget
2019

Parishioner Contributions
$ 49,798
$447,474
$511,589
$506,166
Other Income*			
8,477
72,117
151,239
128,319
Total Income			
58,275
519,591
662,828
634,485
Total Expense			
56,633
549,259
661,736
634,485
Surplus/ (Deficit)		
1,642
(29,668)
1,092		
0
*Interest, rentals, endowment distributions, fundraiser, assistant rector fund
Our year-to-date income in October is lower than our expenses, but this is typical because some
parishioners pay part or all of their pledge late in the year. Because rental income came in above
budget and because some folks paid their 2020 pledge early, income this October was actually strong.
As of this printing, a hundred parishioners have pledged $369,987 so far, which is 81% of our goal.
To reach $459,200, we still need $89,213 in pledges, so if you have not sent in a pledge yet, please do!
— Eric Lien, for the finance commission
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December 1
Advent Wreath Making
Alternative Christmas (barn)
10:20 a.m.
December 4
Advent Quiet Evening
7:30 p.m.
December 7
Needlework Ministry
10 a.m.
December 8
Alternative Christmas (church)
8:45 and 12:30
Advent Lessons and Carols
4 p.m.
Reception follows

December 22
Two services only
8 a.m. & 10 a.m. (church)
Alternative Christmas
11:15 (church)
December 24
Christmas Eve
Family Eucharist with Pageant
4 p.m.
Choral Prelude
7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.
Festal Choral Eucharist
7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m.

December 11
Advent Soup Supper and Carol Sing
6 p.m.
December 15
Alternative Christmas
10:20 a.m. (barn)

December 25
Christmas Day
Music for the Season
9:45 a.m.
Festal Holy Eucharist
10 a.m.
December 29
Two services only
8 a.m. & 10 a.m. (church)
January 4
Needlework Ministry
10 a.m.

December 18
Advent Centering Prayer
7:15 p.m.

January 5
3-service schedule resumes
Compline
7:30 p.m.

December 20
Chris Exley’s Ordination
6:30 p.m.
Reception follows

January 18
Prayer Bead Workshop
10 a.m.

Guest Preacher on January 26
On January 26, the Rev. Kyle J. Boyer, an ordained minister in the Church of God in Christ, will
preach at all three services. A Conestoga High School graduate, Kyle has a B.A. from George Washington
University, an M.P.A. from the University of Pennsylvania, and an M.Div. from United Lutheran Seminary,
where he is currently completing his doctoral studies. He serves as a high school math teacher in
Norristown, a member of the Tredyffryn-Easttown School Board, president of the West Chester NAACP
chapter, and as associate elder and youth ministry director at Mount Carmel Church of God in Christ,
West Chester.
He is drawing his sermon from Matthew 4: 12-23, the day’s assigned Gospel passage, and will
emphasize the last verse, “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.” In adult
forum that day, he will explore with us what it means to be a part of the cure. (See also pp. 4 and 5.)
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The Rev. Chris Exley, Assistant Rector
Dr. Bruce Glenny, Organist/Choirmaster
Susan House, Parish Administrator
Elizabeth Dwyer, Parish Secretary
Leigh Pavoni, Preschool Director
Gail Malcolm, Event Coordinator
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Our Mission:
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
to nurture people of all ages in the
knowledge and love of God in Jesus Christ,
and to make Him known
in the wider community

The deadline for the
February Beacon
is January 15.

Every Week at St. Peter’s
Sunday
8 a.m. 		
9 a.m. 		
		
10:20 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

Holy Eucharist*
Holy Eucharist**
(Nursery care available**)
Christian formation**
Holy Eucharist*

Wednesday
10 a.m.		

Morning Prayer & Bible Study*

Thursday
10:30 a.m.

Intercessory Prayer Group ***

Friday
7 a.m.		
12 noon

Gathering of Men***
Parish office closes
* Church
** Barn
*** Parish House

December 8
Advent Service of Lessons and Carols
4 p.m.
December 24
Christmas Eve
Holy Eucharist and Christmas Pageant
4 p.m.
Choral Prelude
7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.
Festal Choral Eucharist
7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m.
December 25
Christmas Day
Music for the Season
9:45 a.m.
Christmas Eucharist
10 a.m.
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