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May 2019
Grounded in Gratitude

by the Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt
A friend of mine was in Notre Dame Cathedral on the day the fire broke out—she was visiting Paris with her young
son and wanted to show him the magnificence of that cathedral. It was a busy tourist day and the place was packed.
My friend and her son were jostled by the crowd and annoyed by the sea of people that stood between them and the
particular beauty of the space. They left the cathedral at the end of visiting hours feeling frustrated and even a little
bit angry. Less than an hour later they were among the crowds of people witnessing the blazing fire and falling spire.
Frustration that her son had not experienced Notre Dame in the same way she had as a child transformed into gratitude
that he had seen it at all. How easy it is to get caught up in how things should be and to neglect to appreciate the way
things are.
Lent, Holy Week, and Easter were so full of gifts that it is worth starting May by looking back. Conventional wisdom
is to look forward, press ahead, move on to the next thing, and we will get there. But first a word of appreciation about
where we have been. Of course the most significant gift we received in these past weeks is the reminder of the vastness
of God’s love as demonstrated to us by Jesus’ death and resurrection. Gratitude begins with the knowledge that God
would do anything to free God’s people, because of love. You and I are free to live most fully into who God is calling
us to be and to see God’s gifts all around us. It is up to us to live and to see as fully as possible.
The gifts of Lent at St. Peter’s are too numerous to mention, but we can recall a few. Lent brought gifts of learning.
We had an adult forum series on race, a Wednesday soup supper series on spiritual practices, and an intergenerational
project to color posters of the Seven Last Words of Christ. Lent brought gifts of service. We continued with our usual firstMonday meal at St. Peter’s in Phoenixville, provided
soup to the food pantry at The Free Church of St.
John, and dedicated the completed renovations on
our Good Works home. Lent, Holy Week and Easter
brought gifts of worship and music. A highlight was
Karl Jenkins’ Stabat Mater that the choir offered on
Palm Sunday. Moving, healing, perfection.
As we press ahead into May the calendar is quite
full right away. May 4 is the date of the needlework
group’s monthly meeting, World Labyrinth Day, and
Feast for the Future. May 18 is the day of the “history
nerds” outing, and May 19 the day of our annual
parish meeting and celebratory picnic afterwards
and also of the youth group’s car wash throughout
the morning. On May 28 Chris Exley will join us as
assistant rector! In the pages that follow you will
find information about all of these events and so
much more.
The 2018-19 program year draws to a close at the end of this month and I am grateful for all that we have accomplished
and all that lies ahead as we continue to live into our baptismal promises to seek and serve Christ in all people and to
strive for justice and peace. Thank you for all that you do for the community of St. Peter’s and beyond.

Monday Community Walks

End of the Program Year

You are invited to join Abigail at 11:30 on Monday
mornings on walks around the neighborhood next
door to the church. Most of the homes are completed
and occupied, but construction continues. There are
sidewalks most of the way, and the terrain is mostly
flat. Typically walks last about an hour, but we can
easily modify the length as necessary.
The purpose is to become more familiar with
the Atwater neighborhood, get to know one another
better through conversation while walking and also
get some exercise. Please email Abigail (abigail@
stpetersgv.org) to let her know that you wish to
participate or to ask questions.

Christian Formation for all ages will draw to a
close on Sunday, May 12, when our adult series on
weapons of mass destruction concludes and Sunday
school and youth group hold their final meetings of
the program year.
On May 19 we all gather in the barn at 10 a.m.
for one service, which will be followed by the annual
parish meeting and then a picnic. Our summer
schedule begins on Sunday, May 26, with services at
8 and 10 a.m. in the historic church. On Pentecost,
June 9, we will thank this year’s leaders of Christian
Formation leaders and the choirs.

Walk as One at 1 p.m.

Looking Ahead to Early June

On World Labyrinth Day, May 4,
come to St. Peter’s labyrinth and join
others in a labyrinth walk for peace.
People in thirty-five nations will
walk a labyrinth at one o’clock in the
afternoon in their location. We invite
you to come to St. Peter’s at 1 p.m.
(or at any other time that day, since it will be 1 p.m.
somewhere in the world). For additional information
about World Labyrinth Day, visit labyrinthsociety.
org/world-labyrinth-day.

June 2 will be Youth Sunday and also the first
Sunday that Chris Exley, our new assistant rector,
will be with us. Please join us for wonderful
worship and the chance to welcome Chris. (See p.
3 for a note from Chris.) Coming up the following
week are Chris Exley’s ordination at Philadelphia
Episcopal Cathedral on Saturday, June 8, and our
celebration of Pentecost the following day, June 9.
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VBS Coming Next Month
Please have your children who
will be in Kindergarten through
sixth grade join us for summer
fun at vacation Bible school from 9
a.m. to 12 noon between Monday,
June 17, and Friday, June 21. This
year’s theme is “Abundance
Orchard: Where Faith Grows and Hungry People
are Fed,” and our activities will include Bible-story
telling, crafts, music, and outdoor fun.
Registration is $20 for the first child in a family,
and $10 for each additional child. To help us plan,
by June 5 please send an email listing the name
and age of each child you are enrolling to vbs@
stpeters.org. Registration is open to parishioners
and non-parishioners, and we encourage parents
to invite their children’s friends, whether they are
members of St. Peter’s or not. Please make your
check out to St. Peter’s Church and note “VBS” on
the memo line. If you have questions about VBS,
please contact Amy Fisher (arolleri@gmail.com).
-2-

Parishwide Worship and Annual Meeting
Sunday, May 19
10 a.m.
A picnic follows the meeting!

Don’t miss this opportunity to worship together, hear some highlights our ministry, and
then share a celebratory picnic. During the meeting we will elect four new vestry members; the
nominating committee is pleased to present its slate for the class of 2022: David Graves, Linda
Holden, Cathy Terlescki, and Laurel Veitch.
Plan to be there—your presence matters! (And please bring a side salad or dessert to share at
the picnic.)

Come enjoy a picnic lunch and
fellowship after the annual meeting
. . . while the young people of the
parish wash your car during their
car wash fundraiser.

Meet Our New Assistant Rector
Dear friends in Christ,
I am excited about my call to St. Peter’s. I am a lifelong Episcopalian who is passionate about the Gospel
of Jesus Christ and the transforming effect on our lives. I have been married for 29 years to the love of my
life, Carole, and we have three children, ages 19 to 28. Two of them are in college and the third is the organist,
choir director and director of Christian education at St. James’ Episcopal church in Collegeville. I have lived
in this area for most of my life and graduated from Spring-Ford High School in 1985. I went to the Church of
the Epiphany in Royersford for 30+ years and most recently attended St. James’ in Collegeville.
I am a fan of Philadelphia sports and enjoy rooting for all the teams, but truly think that no sport is
as wonderful as baseball. I enjoy fishing and golf and have performed in numerous community theater
productions and was the set designer and builder for several shows. I enjoy singing (baritone) and am
looking forward to being raising my voice in song to praise God with you! Prior to following my call to serve
Jesus Christ as an ordained person, I had a lengthy, successful, career in information technology. My focus
was on business intelligence and advanced analytics; most recently I was a managing director for a local
consulting company in Blue Bell.
I believe that I am called to serve St. Peter’s and to walk beside you in serving the risen Christ. I believe
in a lifelong discernment of gifts and providing support for the use of those gifts. As assistant rector, I will
have oversight on ministries with children, youth, and families. I believe that all persons, no matter their age,
have a gift to offer to the community and since our baptismal covenant recognizes children as full members of
the body of Christ, we have the responsibility to do the same. I also believe that faith formation for all ages is
the responsibility of the whole community and doesn’t happen only on Sundays. I look forward to exploring
these ministries with you and serving the people of St. Peter’s.
Chris Exley
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Adult Formation Wrapping Up This Month
by Melissa Shaner

This program year’s Sunday morning adult formation sessions conclude with the two
remaining discussions of the existential threats and ethical dilemmas posed by weapons of
mass destruction (WMD), especially nuclear weapons, led by Steve Ockenden. On May 5, we
will examine the concept of deterrence, measuring it against such standards as Augustinian
Just War theory and more recent Roman Catholic teachings, dating from their pastoral letter of 1982. On
May 12, we will discuss WMD proliferation and attempts at arms control, examining various scenarios for
the future. As reported last month, Steve’s doctoral studies and his subsequent jobs related to WMD in both
the federal government and private industry make him eminently qualified lead us in this discussion.
Thank you to everyone who led a session, suggested a session, or offered comments and questions
in our adult formation program this year. Together we explore new ways of approaching God, building
community within St. Peter’s, and finding ways to be Christ’s hands and feet in the larger world.
Work on programming for next year will go on over the summer. If you have ideas about a session you
would like to lead, a speaker you would like to invite, or a topic you would like us to pursue, please contact
Abigail or Melissa Shaner (myshaner@verizon.net or 610-296-7621).

Exploring Our Backyard
Save this date—Saturday, June 8! That’s when
the newly formed “green stewards” team will host
“Exploring Our Backyard,” a fun-filled informal
morning event offering activities for people of all
ages to enjoy. Join a knowledgeable guide to visit
our natural areas with their pollinator garden, bee
hives, sheep, and bird habitat. Go on a scavenger
hunt. Gather useful resources on children’s
activities, native plants, pollinators, and more.
Take time out for a mindful reflection and/or
for walking the labyrinth. You can also choose
to end your morning with a gentle hike through
the nature area just two-tenths of a mile from our
campus.

Take a Bow, Parish Graduates!
Will you or any of your children march
in a cap and gown this month or next? If
so, this message is for you! In keeping
with St. Peter’s tradition of recognizing
each year’s graduates in The Beacon, we will celebrate
our grads in the June/July issue.
But we need your input, so please let the Beacon
editor (beacon@stpetersgv.org) know by May 20 about
this milestone that you or your children reached this
past year. Please identify the institution conferring the
diploma and any honors attached to it; if you wish,
add a word or two about post-graduation plans (e.g.,
intended college major, post-college employment—if
known).

Our youthful servers did a great job at the Italian
dinner that preceded game night on March 31.
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Outreach News
Camp Get-Along Returning in July
Camp Get-Along, a year-round day camp for 3- to 12-year olds that St. John the Evangelist and St.
Peter’s Episcopal Churches in Philadelphia sponsor, offers field trips as part of its summer program. We
at St. Peter’s participate by hosting the campers on our campus for a day each summer, and this year the
children will visit St. Peter’s between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Wednesday, July 10.
As in the past, we will lead them in a day of outdoor fun and join them in a shared lunch. There are
several ways to join in this fun-filled, once yearly outreach adventure. We need volunteers of all ages to lead
and participate in the games and craft activities, help at the waterslide, provide sandwiches for lunch, and
help serve the meal. And we hope everyone will help by praying for good weather on July 10!
Please contact Gail Guthridge (guthgirl60@gmail.com) if you would like to help with crafts, games, the
waterslide, or food. It is a very satisfying day of fun and fellowship.

Chester Children’s Chorus in Concert

Needlework Ministry

Chester Children’s Chorus will present its
annual spring concerts at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, May
10, and Saturday, May 11, at Lang Concert Hall,
Swarthmore College. The Lang building will be
open at 6 p.m., and the concert hall doors will open
at 6:45 p.m.; seats are unreserved and fill quickly
for these free concerts. Tickets are not required,
but special seating can be arranged by calling Elisa
DeNofio at 610-328-8180.

Join us for next month’s
needlework open house from 9:30
to 11:30 on Saturday morning,
June 1. Stop by at the parish hall
to learn how to knit or crochet or to
thank the folks who created a needlework gift that
you have given someone. A continental breakfast
featuring treats from a local Amish market will
precede our monthly meeting.

Another “Safer, Drier, Warmer” Good Works House

The April Good Works day capped off our work on the Phoenixville home of the Beavers [above, right],
their daughter and son-in-law, and their grandson [above, left]. A year ago, the house was days away from
being condemned, when we adopted it as our next renovation project (with help from other volunteer
groups and some professional expertise). A dedication ceremony and festive luncheon prepared by our
Youth Group rounded out our last day of work on this now very liveable house.
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Easter Sunday 2019

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jenny Disque, Melissa Shaner, and Nancy Wilson, for organizing the Lenten soup
suppers and programs;
The faithful shepherds who tend to the sheep—regulars Susan Dovey, Priscilla
Belsinger, Becky Dempsey, Susan and Ella Jordan, Kate Mallon-Day, Mary Anne
Morgan, Sarah Urquhart, Carol Webber, and substitutes George Beech, Karen
Belber, Curtisy Briggs, Donna Fabius, and Deby Harrison and Aleta Ross, Brenden Hickey, My
Inderelst, Mary Ann McGlinchey, Sue McMaster, Honor Nestlehutt, Helen Ockenden, Scott Quillman,
Suzanne Ross, Jim Tetzlaff;
Mark Nestlehutt for his contribution to St. Peter’s parish;
The committee that led the Lenten adult formation series on racism—Pierre and Betsy Bouvel, David
and Trudi Graves, Shannon Mannon, Steve Ockenden, David Parkyn, and Nancy Wilson;
The communion bread bakers—Suzanne Casey, Kelly Houston and daughters Lily and Anna, Gail
MacLaughlin, Cassie Shannon, Colin Shannon;
The youth and their parents who made lunch for Good Works this month;
Wilson Smith and Susy Baum, for meeting with Robert Ryan Caterers to help advise about
their landscape plan for the barn;
Steve Ockenden, Lynn Mander and Melissa Shaner, who planned the youth group Italian dinner and
game night, and everyone who came out to support it;
Bruce Glenny and the choir and musicians for performing Jenkins’ Stabat Mater so beautifully on
Palm Sunday;
Jason Hacker, Peter Gilmore, Terry Michael, Molly Kulp, and Donna Fabius for the reception
following the concert, and Greg Bright, Holly Hardester, Pat Harvey, Gail Malcolm, and Alix Markee,
for helping direct traffic and welcome our guests.
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May 4
St. James School 5K
9 a.m.
Needlework Ministry
10 a.m.
World Labyrinth Day
1 p.m.
Feast for the Future
5:30 p.m.

May 25
Kairos Outside
9:30 a.m.
May 26
Summer worship begins
8 & 10 a.m. (church)

May 19
Worship & annual meeting
10 a.m.
Picnic follows
Youth car wash
10 a.m. thru picnic

May 18
“History nerds”outing
9 a.m.

Coming Up in Early June
June 2
Youth Sunday &
Chris Exley’s first Sunday
June 8
“Exploring Our Backyard” day

May 23
Preschool graduation
9:45 a.m.

March Financial Snapshot
March
2019
Parishioner Contributions
Total Income			
Total Expense			
Surplus /(Deficit)		

$ 25,171
42,639
63,413
(20,774)

Year to Date
March
$141,014
156,603
170,179
(13,576)

Year-end
Projection

Budget
2019

$485,747
641,392
640,675
717		

$482,449
634,485
634,485
0

[The finance commission has reviewed this snapshot.
Please direct any questions to its chair, Joe Herbst.]

Easter Sunday 2019
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St. Peter’s Church in the Great Valley
2475 St. Peter’s Road, Malvern, PA 19355
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The Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt, Rector
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Susan House, Parish Administrator
Elizabeth Dwyer, Parish Secretary
Leigh Pavoni, Preschool Director
Gail Malcolm, Event Coordinator
Liam Reid, Weekend Facilities Manager

Our Mission:
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
to nurture people of all ages in the
knowledge and love of God in Jesus Christ,
and to make Him known
in the wider community

Every Week at St. Peter’s
Sunday
8 a.m. 		
9 a.m. 		
		
10:10 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

Holy Eucharist*
Holy Eucharist**
(Nursery care available**)
Christian formation**
Holy Eucharist*

Wednesday
10 a.m.		

Morning Prayer & Bible Study*

Thursday
10:30 a.m.

Intercessory Prayer Group ****

Friday
7 a.m.		
12 noon

Gathering of Men***
Parish office closes

The deadline for the
June-July Beacon
is May 15.

Easter Sunday 2019

* Church
** Barn
*** Parish House
**** Bellingham
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