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The World in Our Hands

by the Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt

Late in February I once bought some tulips from a little stand near the Kendall Square MBTA station
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. The ground was still covered in snow, but the angle and warmth of the sun
hinted that spring might arrive before too long. I think I bought the flowers hoping to speed up its arrival.
While I eventually grow weary of cold weather, I don’t mind winter and have many fond memories of
skating on the lake at the end of the street where I grew up and playing along the frozen streams winding
though the woods near my home. I love the seasons in general and find it fascinating that as each new one
begins I never imagine it ever having to end, and that when the time for a change comes I am ready for
what follows. This is one of the ways that I remain mindful of living as intentionally and fully as possible.
Last month the poet Mary Oliver, a dear friend of the bishop who ordained me, died at 83. Oliver loved
the natural world, had an enduring relationship with God, and was determined to live every bit of her life.
All of this was reflected in her poetry, which the bishop made assigned reading for all of his candidates for
ordination. Take, for example, the final stanzas of her poem “When Death Comes”:
When it’s over, I want to say all my life
I was a bride married to amazement.
I was the bridegroom, taking the world into my arms.
When it’s over, I don’t want to wonder
if I have made of my life something particular, and real.
I don’t want to find myself sighing and frightened,
or full of argument.
I don’t want to end up simply having visited this world.

The life of faith is about living most fully and genuinely into the people God created us to be—embracing
life not only for our own pleasure and satisfaction, but also doing our part to bring about justice and peace,
giving others the opportunity to embrace life as well. St. Peter’s offers us a variety of ways to engage and
accomplish this. You might help prepare or serve a meal in Phoenixville or volunteer with Rise Against
Hunger or donate or price items for the rummage sale. Our usual Sunday morning schedule offers three
distinct ways to worship, and this month we add Compline on February 10. The Rt. Rev. James J. Shand,
retired bishop of the Diocese of Easton, will be here on February 24 for confirmations, receptions, and
reaffirmations. All ages have the opportunity to learn in Sunday morning Christian formation as well as in
midweek and seasonal offerings. Our sixteen-acre campus inspires engagement with the natural world—
through a peaceful moment on a bench or a vigorous morning of weeding, chopping or other caretaking. We
get to know one another better and strengthen our community through activities like our Sunday morning
coffee hour conversations or our Shrove Tuesday pancake supper.
As you read the pages that follow, I hope you will think about where you are being called to engage as
part of your ongoing efforts to live intentionally into whatever it is you want your life to say.

February Compline
Visit of Bishop Shand This Month
On Sunday, February 24, the Rt. Rev. James
Shand, retired bishop of the Diocese of Easton,
Maryland, will be at St. Peter’s to preach,
celebrate, and confirm, receive, and reaffirm
this year’s candidates. Many of you may
remember Bishop Shand’s ties to St. Peter’s
long before Abigail’s arrival three
years ago: he was the bishop who
mentored and ordained our own
longtime former parishioner, the
Rev. Paul Reid.
While the usual 8 a.m. Rite 1
Eucharist will take place in the
historic church that morning with
the bishop preaching, the 10 a.m.
service in the barn will be our
only other service that day, and we encourage
all to attend.
Don’t miss this important service in the
life of St. Peter’s, and the reception to welcome
him and the newly confirmed afterwards.
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At 7:30 on Sunday evening, February 10, the
choir will lead us in a serene candlelit Compline.
The sung service will be enhanced by a period of
meditative instrumental music for solo violin.
During the service, we will also hold up in
prayer Absalom Jones, whose day on the Church
calendar is February 13. He was the first African
American priest in the Episcopal Church and
founder of the African Episcopal Church of St.
Thomas, Overbrook, in 1794.

Valentine’s Day Cookie Sale
Chocolate-covered sandwich cookies just in
time to treat yourself or your Valentine! Under the
tutelage of a professional and with adult supervision,
our youth group will make
these special confections to
raise money for their June
mission trip to Chicago. They
are taking orders now through
February 8 (6 cookies for $12):
each package contains 3 milk- and 3 dark-chocolate
covered cookies, and you have a choice of cookies
with or without a layer of caramel.
Look for order forms in the Sunday leaflets or
seek out a youth group member following worship.
The young people will create the cookies in the
church kitchen on Friday evening, February 8, from
6 to 8:30, so be sure to place your order before then.
Orders can be picked up after services on Sunday,
February 10, or at the parish office from February
11 to 14.
For more information, please contact Abigail
(abigail@stpetersgv.org).

Vestry Nominating Committee
In accordance with our parish by-laws, the vestry
has asked eight parishioners to nominate candidates
to replace the outgoing class of 2018. In addition to
the four retiring members (Ryan Battin, Katie Franz,
Maire Jesup, Sarah Tellefsen), parishioners Jenny
Disque, Kate Mallon-Day, Tom Stewart, and Marsha
Wirtel have agreed to serve on this committee that
is charged with presenting a slate of candidates for
election to the class of 2022 at our annual parish
meeting on Sunday, May 19.
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Special Music for Palm Sunday: Karl Jenkins’ Stabat Mater
A musical first will happen at St. Peter’s on Palm Sunday afternoon, April 14! Plan now to come
hear our combined choirs, accompanied by a chamber orchestra, perform Welsh composer Karl Jenkins’
beautiful Stabat Mater, first performed in 2008. Jenkins (b. 1944) is the most popular contemporary
composer in the United Kingdom today, and his works have been performed throughout the world.
The Stabat Mater is a thirteenth-century Roman Catholic poetic prayer attributed to
Jacopone da Todi; the title is an abbreviation of its opening words, Stabat mater dolorosa
(“the sorrowful mother was standing”). This text, one of the most powerful of medieval
poems, meditates on the suffering of Jesus’ mother Mary during his crucifixion.
Many composers—among them Haydn, Dvorak, Vivaldi, Pergolesi, Rossini, and
Verdi—have set this poem to music, but Jenkins’ approach to this text is unique. He
incorporates both texts from a variety of sources and traditions, as well as modes and rhythms from the
Middle East and Holy Land. By harmoniously interweaving and blending texts not only in English and
Latin but also in Aramaic, Hebrew, and Greek, he successfully brings to life ideas from several sources
in meaningful ways.
The choir has begun working on this challenging score, and from all reports the singers are enjoying
the experience immensely. So be sure to reserve 4 p.m. on Palm Sunday on your calendar, so as not to
miss this first-of-its-kind performance at St. Peter’s. To enhance the audience’s experience of Jenkins’
Stabat Mater Bruce Glenny will preface the performance with a brief talk. Watch for more information
in the March and April Beacons and leaflets. This is truly an exciting and not-to-be-missed St. Peter’s
musical event!

Stewardship Update: The Purpose of Pledging
Thank you to all who have pledged. Through your commitment and generosity, we have raised
$446,339 (95%) of our $470,000 goal. If you are not part of this group, it is not too late to make a pledge!
St. Peter’s is blessed with extravagantly generous parishioners who give their time, talent, and
treasure to make possible the many daily miracles that define our journey together in faith and service.
No matter the occasion, the people of St. Peter’s always give of themselves—working with St. James
School, providing grants and meals to the needy, knitting hats and scarves for
the homeless, performing exquisite music at our worship services, inviting
My wife Kathrine and
the community to join us in fellowship, or maintaining the jewel that is our
I pledge to St. Peter’s
campus. Why, then, do we ask for a pledge? Simply because pledging is the
because it allows the
best way for us to reliably predict, prioritize, and plan for all the many things
church to plan for the
we are called to do.
future. We are deeply
Spontaneous gifts to the church are always welcome, of course, and the
thankful
that
our
kids can learn during
generosity behind them is appreciated. But if you intend to provide a gift to
children’s chapel and
St. Peter’s, no matter the size or frequency, please consider formalizing it as
Sunday school, and
a pledge. By doing so, you enable us to estimate with reasonable accuracy
that we can be part of
how much we can undertake each year and what new goals we can set for
such a great worship
ourselves; intentional pledges help us define our plans and continue our
community. This would
mission.
not be possible without
A pledge is not a debt, nor does it impose a legally binding obligation. It
our collective pledges.
is simply a good-faith estimate of the degree to which each household wishes
—Greg Bright, vestry
to support St. Peter’s over a year. If circumstances change, perhaps because
class of 2020
of unforeseen expenses or an unanticipated move, a pledge can be adjusted
in strict confidence. Pledge cards are available in both gathering spaces;
pledges can also be conveniently and confidentially completed online (www.stpetersgv.org).
Thank you!
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Adult Christian Formation in February
by Melissa Shaner

Adult forum this month opens with our annual visit from headmaster David Kasievich
of St. James School on February 3. This year, he will focus on what he has learned about
racism as the white director of a school located in a black neighborhood.
On February 10, Brenda Grove will conclude her “Faith in Action” series, including
information on pipeline and fracking issues.
On February 17, Mary Anne Morgan and a group of St. Peter’s actors will present a set of selections
from Edgar Lee Masters’ 1916 Spoon River Anthology. After listening to these musings by folks buried in a
midwestern cemetery, we will discuss what we can learn from the complexity of these lives.
Please join us at 10:20 in the barn for as many of these forums as you can!

Outreach News
Cheerful Gesundheit Bags
Achoo! Once again the flu season is in full swing, and The Clinic’s need for Gesundheit bags is great! And
once again, we will provide those bags full of both relief and cheer its patients in Phoenixville.
Our Sunday school children and our preschoolers have already started doing their part in this project,
decorating white bags with colorful flowers, sunshine, and sheep.  Once they finish their artwork, they will
need the soothing items to put into the bags, and that is where everyone else comes into the picture! Your
part is is really the simplest of all—you just provide those items according to your last name by February 10:
A to C—4 bags of throat lozenges
D to G—4 20-bag boxes of tea bags
H to K—4 cans of chicken soup
L to M—4 small (square) boxes of tissues
N to R—6 pocket-size hand sanitizers
S to Z —4 lip balms
To enable the children to fill their colorful, cheery Gesundheit bags, please leave your items in one of the
marked boxes in either gathering space by Sunday, February 10. We will then deliver the bags to The Clinic
for the staff to give their ailing patients, who have appreciated receiving these bags for quite a few years. If
you have any questions, please contact Linda Huggler (Lindahuggler@verizon.net or 610-247-4503).
The Outreach Commission thanks you for participating, and also thanks the Sunday school and preschool
children. Gesundheit! God bless you!

Thank You for Supporting
Alternative Christmas
The outreach commission sends a huge thankyou to the generous parishioners of St. Peter’s whose
participation in our Alternative Christmas market
supported our six focus ministries and also the youth
group’s mission trip. The funds raised for our focus
ministries benefit Chester Children’s Chorus, Church
Housing Corporation, The Clinic, Good Works, St.
James School, and St. Peter’s food ministry. We are
indebted to those who helped organize and staff the
market, especially Gail Guthridge and the outreach
volunteers and commission members who staffed
the tables.

The happy crew at a recent Monday night dinner at St.
Peter’s, Phoenixville, took time out for a photo op. Join us!
All ages, whether teens or octogenarians, are welcome.
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Looking Ahead to Lent at St. Peter’s
		

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

On Shrove Tuesday, March 5, enjoy breakfast at dinnertime during this year’s pancake
supper, hosted and organized by St. Peter’s youth, with back-up support from the
vestry.  Before the start of Lent, come to the parish hall from 6 to 7:30 p.m. and indulge in
a variety of all-you-can-eat pancakes . . . and then take part in our second annual pancake
toss race (or just be a cheerleader if you ate too many pancakes to move quickly).
Donations to benefit the youth group mission trip to Chicago in June will be accepted.
Please help the young people as they plan the event by letting parish secretary Elizabeth
Dwyer know that you are coming (elizabeth@stpetersgv.org or 610-644-2261).

Ash Wednesday Services
March 6

(with imposition of ashes if desired)
12 noon and 7:30 p.m. (church)
The choir will sing at the evening service.

“Seeking and Serving Christ in All People”:
A Preview of Adult Formation during Lent
In a loving, brave space, this five-week series grounded in Christ’s resurrection will explore how to move
towards healing and wholeness with regard to race and whiteness in ourselves, our parish, and our society.
Each Sunday, beginning on March 10, we will view a TED Talk© by a prominent person of color, including
our Presiding Bishop, and use it in small-group conversations to deepen our reflections and awareness. This
series is one small step in fulfilling our desire to live into our baptismal vow to be Christ’s body on earth with
regard to race in these times of disturbing attitudes about race and difference in our society.

“Spiritual Practices”:
A Preview of Our Wednesday Evening Soup Suppers
From March 13 through April 10, we will explore spiritual practices and ways to incorporate them into
personal prayer life at our Lenten soup supper series. Each week guest speakers from a variety of faith
traditions as well as St. Peter’s parishioners will lead us in an exploration of one of several spiritual practices,
such as creating a rule of life, using prayer beads, contemplative prayer, and spiritual direction. We begin the
evening by serving a simple supper in the parish hall at 6 p.m., and the program follows from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Coming on Saturday, March 30
Italian dinner at 6 p.m.
(benefiting the youth mission trip)
followed by
game night at 7 p.m.
Details coming in the March issue.
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Bud Coleman for helping install the preschool play area fencing;
Rusty and Betty Nash for their many contributions to St. Peter’s, especially his
gifts of his carpentry skills and her work with the needlework ministry;
Jack Belsinger, Mark Clark and his parents, Bud Coleman, Joe Herbst, Larry
Malcolm, Colin Mannon, Lily Shaner, the Stoltz family, and Dave Tatum for
cutting wood on the Black Friday work day;
Kate Mallon-Day and Gail Guthridge for organizing Alternative Christmas;
Holly Hardester for leading the Advent wreath workshop;
Kate Mallon-Day and Molly Kulp who organized the gifting tree, the Sunday school children who
made ornaments for it, and the parishioners who put gifts under it;
The choirs, Bruce Glenny, and organist John Walthausen for Lessons and Carols, and Jason Hacker
and Molly and Hal Kulp for the reception afterwards;
The Rev. Elizabeth Eisenstadt-Evans for leading the Advent quiet evening and for preaching on
December 29;
Marlena Gal, our guest cellist for the Advent healing service, and Ryan Battin who led the Advent
carol sing (photo on p. 7);
Mark Nestlehutt for both preaching and leading adult forum on the 2nd Sunday in Advent;
The altar and flower guilds for their Advent and Christmas preparations, and all who gave memorial
contributions;
Brother Jim for leading our Advent retreat at St. John the Evangelist in Cambridge;
Eric Stoltz for leading the youth group bowling social and Deby Harrison for leading their yoga
classes;
Marsha Wirtel for gathering our “women on the hill” and for her work with the youth mission trip
calendar fundraiser;
Director Mary Anne Morgan, organizer Holly Hardester, and all who participated in
the intergenerational Christmas Eve pageant (photo below);
The choir, string quartet, and Bruce Glenny for music on Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day organist
Luke Staisiunas;
Roy Almquist for leading the adult forum on Epiphany;
Mark Clark for clearing the January snowfall from our paths and Liam Reid for salting them;
Catherine Kerrison for leading the adult forum series on the historical roots of racism in colonial laws
in Virginia;
The finance commission and its chair Joe Herbst, treasurer Peter Kreek, and stewardship chair Helen
Ockenden, for putting together a balanced 2019 budget.
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February 2
Needlework ministry
10 a.m.

February 23
Kairos Outside
9:30 a.m.

February 6
Inquirers class
7 p.m.

February 24
Bishop Shand’s visit
Holy Eucharist
8 a.m.
(church)
Holy Eucharist
and Confirmation
10 a.m.
(barn)
Reception following

February 8
Youth cookie making
6 to 8:30 p.m.
February 10
Compline
7:30 p.m.

February 10 thru 14
Pick up Valentine cookies
after church Sunday
or
in the office on a weekday

December Financial Snapshot

Parishioner Contributions
Total Income			
Total Expense			
Surplus/ (Deficit)		

December
2018

Year to Date
December

Budget
2018

$ 40,261
73,022
58,091
14,931

$418,057
644,733
669,390
(24,657)

$430,898
684,998
684,998
0

[The finance commission has reviewed this snapshot.
Please direct any questions to its chair, Joe Herbst.]

Coming in Early March
March 5
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper
6 to 7:30 p.m.
March 6
Ash Wednesday
Services at 12 noon and 7:30 p.m.
March 9
Preschool rummage sale
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
All ages gathered for a chili supper and singing at the
Advent carol evening, led by Ryan Battin at the piano.
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St. Peter’s Church in the Great Valley
2475 St. Peter’s Road, Malvern, PA 19355
Telephone: 610-644-2261 Fax: 610-644-7967
E-mail: parishoffice@stpetersgv.org Web site: www.stpetersgv.org

The Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt, Rector
Dr. Bruce Glenny, Organist/Choirmaster
Susan House, Parish Administrator
Elizabeth Dwyer, Parish Secretary
Leigh Pavoni, Preschool Director
Gail Malcolm, Marketing and Event Manager
Liam Reid, Weekend Facilities Manager

Our Mission:
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
to nurture people of all ages in the
knowledge and love of God in Jesus Christ,
and to make Him known
in the wider community

The deadline for the
March Beacon
is February 15.

Every Week at St. Peter’s
Sunday
8 a.m. 		
9 a.m. 		
		
10:10 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

Holy Eucharist*
Holy Eucharist**
(Nursery care available**)
Christian formation**
Holy Eucharist*

Wednesday
9:30 a.m.
10 a.m.		

Moms’ Group **
Morning Prayer & Bible Study*

Thursday
10:30 a.m.

Intercessory Prayer Group ****

Friday
7 a.m.		
12 noon

Gathering of Men***
Parish office closes
* Church
** Barn
*** Parish House
**** Bellingham

This month, as you begin thinking
about spring cleaning, please remember
that the preschool rummage sale is coming
up on March 9. The no-longer-wanted
clutter that you donate to the sale can
become someone else’s treasure, and help
support the preschool at the same time!
You can drop your items off in the barn
from Sunday, afternoon March 3 through
Thursday, March 7.
If you have questions about acceptable
items, please contact preschool director
Leigh Pavoni (preschool@stpetersgv.org or
610-644-2261). Thank you for “recycling”
in this beneficial way!
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