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Fear Not
by the Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt

Every generation has its Christmas movies and television specials, I imagine.  Mine took the form of cartoons and 
stop-motion productions with characters like the Grinch, Charlie Brown, Heat Miser, Albert Mouse, Rudolph, and 
Frosty.  As a child, I used to watch each program with my siblings, sitting through all the commercials for Coca-Cola, 
McDonald’s, and York Peppermint Patties.  These simple programs were a highlight of the holiday season.  As an adult 
I bought the DVDs so that I would be prepared when I became a parent.  Most of those shows seem dated now, and 
besides, I can stream all of them on my phone whenever I want.  Some of their special allure has faded, but they remain 
the background soundtrack in my mind this time of year.  

Each one tells a different story.  One is about a green monster who tries to steal Christmas, one has to do with a 
boy who does not believe, another with a mouse who does not believe.  Then there are the misfits who save a foggy 
Christmas and a snowman made magical by Christmas snow.  But also, they all tell the same story.  No matter what the 
obstacles are, despite the disbelief and misbehavior of humanity, nothing can stop Christmas from coming.  There is 
always reason to hope, and love always wins.  That is the story a spotlighted Linus tells a dejected Charlie Brown from 
a darkened school stage using the King James Version of the Bible:  

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  And, 
lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 
afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall 
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward [all].

2020 has provided plenty of reasons to be afraid, but let us hear the words of the angel: “Fear not: for behold, I bring 
you good tiding of great joy, which shall be for all people.”  The words make my heart quite literally leap.  “For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a savior, which is Christ the Lord.” 

Christmas celebrations look different this year, but Christmas is the same as always.  It is the exquisite story of a 
God who loves us deeply.  It is the unlikely story of a prince born in a stable.  It is the inspirational and aspirational story 
of peace on earth.  While the pandemic will keep us from gathering in our usual ways, nothing can keep the babe from 
being born.  The impact of the pandemic is so profound that for many this year it will feel as if there is no Christmas.  But 
even as we adjust to new realities for ourselves, we are called to spread the good news of the angels by helping others.

At St. Peter’s we have made plans to ensure a holy Advent and a blessed Christmas through outreach, worship, and 
formation.  In the pages that follow you will find information about alternative Christmas and the gifting tree, evening 
prayer on Mondays, Advent forums on Wednesday evenings, opportunities for small group “get-togethers,” and details 
about how we will celebrate the nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We have put together meaningful, realistic, 
and safe offerings.  I encourage you to join us in celebrating the news of the angels.  Hear and enjoy the message within 
the community of St. Peter’s, and then “go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born” in the way you care for 
others.
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Exploring  Eschatology

The Sunday readings and lessons during 
Advent center on waiting for the second 
coming of Jesus and what will happen in 
the end times, so on Wednesday evenings in 
Advent, we will explore eschatology, the area 
of theology concerned with death, judgment, 
and the final destiny of the soul and of humankind.  
What do we believe?  What do we think happens?  
When will the end times be?  These Advent 
discussions will take the form of dialogue, not 
lectures, and will begin at 6 p.m. on December 2, 
9, 16, and 23.  Please plan to attend and bring your 
questions.  Contact Chris (chris@stpetersgv.org) to 
receive the Zoom link for these conversations.
 

Evening Prayer 

During Advent, we encourage 
everyone to slow down and 
prepare for the birth of the Christ 
child as the world ramps up for the 
holidays.  On Monday evenings 

December 7, 14, and 21, we are offering a 
simple service of evening prayer at 5:15 p.m. 
via Zoom; we will record the service and place 
it on Facebook so that it can be accessed at a 
different hour.  Please contact Abigail (abigail@
stpetersgv.org) if you intend to attend so 
that she can be sure you have the m a t e r i a l s 
you need to participate as fully as possible, and 
also the Zoom information.  

The Stations of the Nativity
by Chris Exley

While Advent is typically devoted to readings and 
lessons about preparation for the second coming of Jesus, 
in many ways the season also parallels the preparation for 
God’s entry into the world in the Word made flesh, Jesus.  
That first coming of Jesus was a journey—for Mary and 
Joseph, for the magi, for Elizabeth, for the shepherds and 
angels, and of course, for Jesus.  

To help our parishioners experience the nativity, I 
have revised and expanded a narrative created by my 
friend, the Rev. Brooks Boylan (thank you, Brooks).  
The script enables us to follow the stations of the 
nativity through the words of scripture and music and 
art appropriate to each passage to prepare ourselves for 
the celebration of Jesus’ birth on Christmas morning.  
These stations can be followed at a meal on each of the 
nine days before Christmas, they can be read, a couple of 
passages at a time, during the nine days, or they can all 
be read on Christmas Eve.

This script is available online, and you can access the 
pdf by visiting https://1drv.ms/b/s!As4gy9msBVuCnK
EgAlkmjoTUhzaR0g?e=Mmzfvc.  I invite parishioners 
who wish to experience this but don’t use a computer to 
contact me so that we can work out an alternative way to 
access the materials.   

#AdventWord
 
Don’t forget that #AdventWord is again  

offering meditations and images to help us pause 
and await the birth of Christ.  For information about 
signing up for daily emails containing images and 
meditations, please visit adventword.org or find 
AdventWord on social media.  
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Candles, Carols, and Connection on Christmas Eve 

You are invited to join the clergy at 5:15 p.m. on Christmas Eve for thirty minutes of safely distanced 
outdoor caroling interspersed with readings and prayers.  Please sign up via the link in Keynotes or email Abigail 
(abigail@stpetersgv.org). 

Noontime Eucharist

In a favorite Christmas hymn, Christina 
Rossetti’s words remind us that the nativity of our 
savior was a gloriously simple moment.  Indeed, a 
“stable-place sufficed.”  This year we cannot gather 
inside a packed worship space to sing carols and hear 
the story of Jesus’ birth, but we can gather outside, as 
scripture tells us the shepherds did.  

Weather permitting, we will celebrate a simple 
service of Holy Eucharist for Christmas Eve outdoors 
at 12 noon.  If you would like to attend, please sign up 
through the link in Keynotes or let Abigail (abigail@
stpetersgv.org) know directly. 

Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols

While singing “Silent Night” together in the candlelit historic church on Christmas Eve is not possible 
this year, our choir has been hard at work, rehearsing and recording a magnificent “Service 
of Lessons and Carols” modeled on the famous one at King’s College, Cambridge, for us to 
experience on that holy night.  Do plan to join us virtually at 8 p.m. on Christmas Eve, and 
invite your friends to tune in as well.  We are posting this magnificent service on Facebook, 
our website, and on YouTube (see p. 4 for details), and will send out access information via Keynotes.  Heartfelt 
thanks to a friend of St. Peter’s, who has made it possible for us to offer special Christmas services in this way. 

Christmas Pageant 2020

Just because we cannot cram people into the 
barn for our traditional 4 p.m. Christmas pageant, 
that doesn’t mean we can’t have a pageant!  Again 
this year, Mary Anne Morgan has written a special 
pageant that interweaves the history of St. Peter’s 
with the narrative of Jesus’ birth.  (See p. 4 for details 
about the pageant and about how to participate.)

We will pre-record this year’s pageant to enable 
all of us to enjoy it together at 4 p.m. on Christmas 
Eve from the safety of our own homes.  Spread the 
word and invite your friends around the country and 
the world.  The service will be available on Facebook, 
our website, and YouTube (more about this on  p. 4). 

Epiphany Compline

Celebrate the arrival of the Magi in a simple virtual service of Compline at 7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, January 6 via Zoom.  If you have a creche in your home, light a candle, sit where 
you can see the whole scene, including the wise ones, and join us for a lovely service marking the 
end of Christmastide and the end of the evening. 

Morning Prayer on Christmas Day

We hope you will join us via Zoom for a 10 a.m. service of Morning Prayer on Christmas morning to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus.  This will give us an opportunity to come together and celebrate the incarnation.  You 
will receive a special Keynotes with links for both Zoom and the service leaflet before Christmas Day.
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An Invitation to Share 
Photos of Your Crèche

If you are one of the many families who include 
a crèche in your Christmas decorations, kindly please 
consider sending Chris a photo of your manger scene 
that includes your smiling family and your pets.  Every 
type of family configuration is welcome (and needed), 
so that we can stitch these photos together in a video 
for posting on our website and social media sites.  
Simply email them to Chris@stpetersgv.org.

Yes, Virginia, There Is a 2020 Christmas Pageant!

Good news!  This year we will again have a uniquely St. Peter’s Christmas pageant, despite the pandemic!  
Through a conversation between two young people and an adult parishioner, we will experience St.Peter’s 
Church, its cemetery, and the neighboring quarry.  Woven throughout the conversation during the Christmas  
preparations at St. Peter’s is the children’s traditional telling of the nativity story in the pageant.  

And now the best news during the pandemic!  Everyone will be able to “attend” the 
pageant since it will be recorded in advance and available via Facebook and our website 
at the usual 4 p.m. hour on Christmas Eve.  Since ensuring a Covid-safe pageant 
experience for everyone is our priority, we will stagger the filming of the segments of 
this year’s pageant to minimize the number of participants together at any one time and 
will maintain appropriate distancing.     

We invite all families who would like to participate to send smiling photos of themselves—perhaps dressed 
as angels, shepherds, sheep, or stars—for inclusion in the videotaped recording.  Please email the photos to 
sundayschool@stpetersgv.org by December 13 so that we can include them in the recording.     

Christmas Crèche Stroll

Do plan to include a trip to St. Peter’s in your 
holiday festivities.  From December 20 through 
January 6, crèches from around the world will be set 
up in windows around St. Peter’s campus for all to 
enjoy.  The best viewing time will be at dusk or later, 
when candles will guide you to each special scene.  
So choose an evening, and bundle up to enjoy a stroll 
around campus, visiting Mary, Joseph, and the Christ 
child in a beautiful, serene, and familiar setting. 

Christmas Memorials

Memorial gifts at Christmas are a wonderful 
way to remember loved ones or to celebrate family 
milestones like weddings, births, and anniversaries).  
This year you may wish to honor a special essential 
worker who made a difference in 
your life.  

Your gift “In thanksgiving 
for” or “In memory of” will be 
listed in the Christmas service 
leaflets and on the screen at the 
end of the Christmas Eve services.  
The minimum contribution 
suggested is $30; order forms are 
available in the Keynotes link and from the parish 
office.  Please make checks payable to St. Peter’s 
Church, with “Christmas Memorials” noted on the 
memo line, and mailed or hand-delivered to the 
office by December 14.  Please be sure to include the 
names of the people you wish to honor or remember.  

New—St. Peter’s on YouTube 

We are making the Christmas pageant and the Service of Lessons and Carols available in three ways—on 
Facebook and our website as usual, and also on the St. Peter’s YouTube channel.  The audio and video quality on 
Facebook and our website will be the same as in our streamed Sunday services.  If you want higher quality video 
and audio for the pageant and Lessons and Carols, we suggest that you watch on YouTube.  

We will send the links to all three sites via Keynotes before Christmas Eve.
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The 2020 Gifting Tree, Pandemic Style

Despite the rigors of the pandemic, you can create smiles and keep our Christmas “gifting tree” tradition, thanks 
to the magic of virtual technology.  Instead of selecting a gift tag from a real-time tree as in pre-Covid years, you can 
simply select and register your gift online to help our friends at Darby Mission, the Coatesville Youth and Women’s 
Alliance, Church Housing in Phoenixville, and St. James School have a merry Christmas.    

You will find the names of children and needy adults, along with their wish lists, on Sign-up Genius for the first four 
agencies and on Amazon for St. James School.  To choose a recipient, simply visit the outreach section of our website 
(www.stpetersgv.org/outreach) and use the links posted there; you can also access those links through Keynotes.   

All gifts are due by December 11, but there are differences among the agencies about how and where gifts should 
be delivered.  
• CYWA and Darby Mission gifts should be dropped off at St. Peter’s—unwrapped but in a holiday bag with a tag 

identifying the recipient, the gift’s ID code (e.g., CY1), and the donor’s name.  Kate Mallon-Day and Gail Guthridge 
will be at the door of the historic church between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Dec. 6 and between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
on Dec. 10 to receive them.  If none of those hours works for you, please contact Kate Mallon-Day (kantakate@aol.
com or 610-613-8965) to arrange a mutually agreeable drop-off time.   

• Church Housing requests that you identify the resident who is to receive your gift on Sign-Up Genius, and then 
either mail your gift to Church Housing or drop it off in person at 606 Main St., Phoenixville.  

• St. James School asks that you select and purchase your gift (which will go to one student’s 11-member family) 
from the wish list the school posted on Amazon and have the gift shipped to the school.  
If you have questions or wish to participate but not shop online, please contact Kate Mallon-Day (contact information 

above) or Brenda Grove (outreach@stpetersgv.org) as soon as possible, so that an outreach commission member can 
shop for the gift you selected.

Thank you for bringing joy and hope to our less fortunate brothers and sisters!
 

Gifts that Keep on Giving

Although we can’t set up our annual Alternative Christmas market this year, we hope you will continue the tradition 
of giving family and friends meaningful gifts by contributing directly to any of our core ministry partners, either by 
mailing a check or by using the “Donate” button at any website listed below.  You can pick up a card in the parish house 
foyer for the person whom you are honoring.    

Chester Children’s Chorus (500 College Ave., Swarthmore, PA 19081; www.swarthmore.edu/chester-childrens-
chorus) offers talented children from Chester, PA, opportunities to develop their musical gifts and life skills and receive 
math instruction and reading assistance both during the school year and at the CCC summer camp.
Church Housing (606 Main St., Phoenixville, PA 19460) provides low-income housing and support for seniors in 
Phoenixville (and also Upland, Delaware County).  Funds from St. Peter’s cover special expenses like insurance co-
pays, medicine, transportation to doctor visits, and holiday gifts.
The Clinic (143 Church St., Phoenixville, PA 19460; www.theclinicpa.org) provides healthcare for uninsured patients, 
including lab tests and medications.  St. Peter’s donates food gift cards and grocery items to augment the Clinic’s food 
pantry as well as flu relief items. 
Habitat for Humanity, Coatesville (1847 E. Lincoln Hwy, Coatesville, PA 19320; www.habitat.org/us-pa/coatesville/
hfh-chester-county) is where St. Peter’s volunteers helped build new homes alongside the homeowners putting “sweat 
equity” into their new homes at Cambria Terrace until Covid shut down Habitat construction.  
St. James School (3217 W. Clearfield St., Philadelphia, PA 19132; stjamesphila.org) serves under-resourced students 
in small classes and also supports its students’ families, its community, and its graduates.  Our parishioners help the 
mission by volunteering and by supporting various drives with funds and gifts in kind throughout the year.  
St. Peter’s Food Ministry (2475 St. Peter’s Rd., Malvern, PA 19355– memo “food ministry”) addresses food insecurity, 
a high priority of our outreach mission; our donations of food directly support needy families through the Darby 
Mission, Alianzas de Phoenixville, and the Coatesville Community, Youth, and Women’s Alliance (CYWA).   
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What We Do at CYWA in Coatesville
by Eileen Klein

Even though the mercury never rose above 30° on a super-cold fall day, community members living 
within a five-block radius of the Coatesville Youth and Women’s Alliance (CYWA) food pantry stood in 
a long check-in line to have access to a reliable weekly source of fresh produce, canned meats, soups, and 
other crucial items.  Most of them carried oversized shopping bags or pushed hand carts; some arrived 
with small children in tow.  The intense cold that day kept seniors from making their usual appearance, 
but others who came picked up food for an elderly neighbor as well as themselves.

This well-organized food pantry takes place in the heart of Coatesville on Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
thanks to local community volunteers, the St. Peter’s families who generously leave donations of food on 
the parish house porch, and the outreach commission’s monthly egg delivery.  A big thank you goes out 
to Jenny Disque and Queenie Northrop for leading the CYWA food ministry this fall, and for creating 
substantial bagged lunches in accordance with Chester County Health Department regulations.  Partners 
in this lunch project were Gail Guthridge, Holly Hardester, Sue McMaster and Abigail Nestlehutt; Sue 
also created colorful masks that went into the lunch bags along with disposable masks.  Appreciation 
also goes to the ongoing Coatesville CYWA work of Brenda Grove, Patti Hagstrom, Eileen and Randy 
Klein, Kate Mallon-Day, and Nancy Wilson.  The generosity of St. Peter’s and of our volunteers is 
providing an  underserved, grateful community with much needed support.

A New Year, and a New (But Old) Time for Adult Formation!

In January, virtual adult formation returns to Sunday morning, following the 10 a.m. service.  On the 
second and fourth Sundays through the beginning of Lent, an abbreviated Zoom coffee hour will precede 
the day’s formational program.  As always, please bring your coffee and your curiosity to either or both 
of these January forums!  We thank everyone who responded to the survey about forum scheduling; that 
input helped us find the time that works best for most of the parish.

• On January 10, parishioner Nick Mosvick, Senior Fellow for Constitutional Content at the National 
Constitution Center in Philadelphia, will give us context for this month’s inauguration, discussing 
the history of inaugural addresses, their themes, and the Christian values within them.

• On January 24, the Rev. Kyle Boyer, pastor of Tabernacle Baptist Church, Coatesville, will return 
to St. Peter’s to speak about his recent book, The Prince, the Priests and the 
Prophets: The Need for Prophetic Leadership in America.  As one reviewer 
observes, public theologian Kyle Boyer “. . . examines the interplay between 
the American president, American religious institutions, and American 
prophetic voices that have resulted in continued struggles with racial 
injustice.”  He notes that, using “the language of both social science and sermon [Boyer] argues 
that ‘we need prophets,’ and that ‘the prophetic voice has been diluted for some time.’”  America, 
the reviewer observes, “has often mistakenly looked to the president for prophetic leadership, not 
realizing that the prince can never be the prophet.  Though prophets have often arisen from the 
church, the American church itself is in need of prophetic challenge.”

Update from the Food Ministry



Youth Group in December

Because of the rising number of  Covid 
cases in our area and at the direction of the 
diocese, we will meet via Zoom at 5 p.m. 
on Sunday December 6, 13, and 20.  The 
themes each week will differ, but plan to be 
part of the great cookie-decorating contest on 
December 13!  Those on the youth group list 
will receive more information via email.

A Dismantling Racism Update
by Chris Exley

Throughout the fall, parish adults and our youth 
group had some important conversations on race, and I 
worked with other diocesan youth leaders to bring the 
Dismantling Racism program from the Absalom Jones 
Center in the Diocese of Atlanta to our diocese.  The 
original plan was for St. Peter’s to host youth from 
all around the diocese on campus for the first of these 
sessions over Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend.  But 
unfortunately, the resurgence of Covid-19 has forced a 
slight change: we are now hosting this as a virtual, rather 
than in-person, event; the time and the dates, Saturday, 
January 16, and Sunday, January 17, remain the same.  

Please block out these days and plan to attend this 
vital program, which is the kind of activity that changes 
the world for the better.  (Of course, with Covid a driving 
force behind our schedules, nothing can be engraved in 
stone, so keep alert for any changes that might occur.)  
If you would like more information about the program, 
please contact Chris (chris@stpetersgv.org).

Popcorn Theology in January

Epiphany is a season of discoveries—of seeing 
something again, in a different way, with new eyes, 
so this January we will watch two films that ask us to 
look deeply into the story in order to ascertain hidden 
truths that stretch our understanding of norms and 
values, of good and evil.  On Monday, January 11, 

we will discuss the 2002 film The Hours, based 
on Michael Cunningham’s 1998 Pulitzer Prize 
winning novel and starring Nicole Kidman, 
Julianne Moore, and Meryl Streep. On 

Monday, January 25, we will discuss 2008’s 
The Constant Gardener, based on John le Carré’s novel 
and starring Ralph Fiennes and Rachel Weisz.  Please 
join us on Zoom from 6 to 7 p.m. for some lively 
discussion of these films on either or both Mondays!  
Be sure to let Abigail know that you want to participate 
so that she can send you the Zoom information.  

Winter-busting Micro-Zoom Meetings

Now, as we are entering a pandemic winter, you are invited to join a small group for conversation to help 
combat isolation and keep loneliness at bay.  While large Zoom meetings can be jolly and fun, some people 
find it easier to talk with fewer people in the “room.”  So if joining such a group sounds like a great idea to you, 
please contact Abigail (abigail@stpetersgv.org).

Gathering of Women

After taking December off, the women of St. 
Peter’s will gather via Zoom on Wednesday, January 
20, and address the question, “What I have learned 
during the pandemic,” which we expect will elicit 
a fun-filled conversation.  Did being homebound 
inspire you to learn a new language, a new recipe, 
or how to “Zoom”?  As the end of the pandemic 
approaches (ideally sooner rather than later!), we 
hope this conversation will reveal positive things 
that happened despite, and because of, the pandemic, 
as well as the discoveries that we will carry into 
our new, less restricted lives.  We will send out a 
reminder before the meeting.  

Have a wonderful Christmas and a happy new 
year. 
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October Financial Snapshot
 

             October       Year to Date         Year-end      Budget
   2020           October        Projection         2020

Parishioner Contributions  $ 44,292            $447,02         $576,183      $611,305
Other Income*        7,298              142,839           152,897        135,190
Total Income      51,590              589,868           729,080        746,495
Total Expense      52,787              579,990           694,675        746,495
Surplus/ (Deficit)           (1,197)    9,878             34,405      0

*Interest, rentals, endowment distributions, fundraiser, PPP loan proceeds
The October snapshot indicates that our total income and total expenses are nearly in balance.  The finance 

commission encourages all parishioners to fulfill their 2020 pledge by the end of December and thus enable us to 
end the year with a budget surplus.  But it is also important to remember that the pandemic will continue well into 
next year.  We need a surplus at the end of 2020 to offset reduced income from High Point rentals and the possibility 
of a reduction in pledge income next year. 

In addition to fulfilling your 2020 pledge, there is something else you can do to maintain the financial stability 
of the parish in these challenging times: please make sure that you have sent in a pledge for 2021!   —Eric Lien for 
the finance commission

FAQ’s in the Stewardship Season
by Paige Infortuna, Assistant Treasurer

Our 2021 stewardship campaign began in early October with a congregation-wide mailing containing information 
about our goals and needs, and our ingathering took place on All Saints’ Day.  The stewardship commission asked 
me to answer some frequently asked questions about our annual stewardship campaign and about why pledging is so 
important to the life of our parish.  

What is stewardship?  
While we hold our annual stewardship campaign every fall to prepare for the coming year’s budget planning 

process, stewardship is a lifelong process, not restricted to pledge campaigns or certain times of the year.  Stewardship 
is a spiritual practice of financial giving; it includes the way we responsibly manage all that God has given us: our 
time, talents, and treasure.  At the heart of stewardship is gratitude to God for all of creation and for the gifts we have 
received from God.  As faithful Christians, in all that we do and with all that we have, we seek to be good stewards 
of our gifts, talents, and treasure. 
Why does St. Peter’s ask parishioners to make a pledge, and how will my pledge be used?  

A pledge is a financial commitment to give a specified amount to St. Peter’s in the coming year.  As a spiritual 
practice, it puts our hearts in an intentional posture of thankfulness.  Second, the tabulation of all pledges gives 
the finance commission and vestry a basis on which to make thoughtful and faithful choices when planning the 
budget.  Historically, pledges make up 80% of our annual budget and support St. Peter’s mission and ministry, which 
includes clergy and staff salaries, our outreach ministries, our outstanding music program, maintaining our grounds 
and buildings, and much more.  
How much should I pledge?

Each individual or household should prayerfully determine that figure.  Every gift is important, and no amount 
is too small or too large.  St. Peter’s is grateful for everyone’s commitment.  Someone who has never pledged might 
consider starting at 2% of household income and then increase that figure annually.  The ideal is for every person or 
household in the parish to pledge whatever amount is meaningful to them.
What if I find I can’t fulfill the pledge I made?

We understand that these are uncertain times and that circumstances may prevent people from fulfilling the 
pledged amount.  We remind everyone that a pledge is a spiritual commitment, not a contract.  It can be changed at 
any time, simply by contacting the parish office, treasurer Peter Kreek, or me.

Because of this year’s pandemic challenges, St. Peter’s has adapted to a virtual worship environment.  We have 
been blessed by the clergy, choirs, staff, and volunteers who have continued to provide excellent services even 
though we cannot be together physically.  We hope you are feeling God’s presence and love, and we look forward to 
worshiping together online and eventually in person, as we respond together to God’s call for our giving.
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Our weekly offerings appear on page 8.  

December 2
Advent program 
6 p.m. (Zoom)

 
December 5

Needlework ministry 
10 a.m. (Zoom) 

December 9
Advent program 
6 p.m. (Zoom)

 
December 16

Advent program
6 p.m. (Zoom) 

December 23
Advent program 
6 p.m. (Zoom)

December 24
Christmas Eucharist

12 noon 
(outdoors)

Christmas Pageant 
4 p.m. 

(Facebook, website, YouTube) 
Candles, Carols, & Connection 

5:15 p.m. 
(outdoors)  

Lessons and Carols 
8 p.m. 

(Facebook, website, YouTube)

December 25
Morning Prayer

10 a.m.
(Zoom)  

• Stewardship commission chair Helen Ockenden and members Katharine Campbell, 
Jim Fulton, Charlene Hanbury, and vestry liaisons Mike Harman and Lyndsay Knupp, 
for their work during the 2021 stewardship season; 

• Katie Franz, Sharon Holt, and Holly Hardester for preparing Sunday school lessons;
• Kathryn Evans, Charlene Hanbury, and Alexandra Mannix for recording messages for the stewardship in-gathering 

video; Joe Herbst, Paige Infortuna, Eileen Klein, and Wilson Smith for answering frequently asked questions 
about stewardship through video, live comments, the Beacon, and Keynotes;

• Ryan Battin, Betsy Bouvel, and Roger Tellefsen for serving as our delegates to the 2020 diocesan convention;    
• Canon Betsy Ivey both for preaching on November 15 and speaking at adult forum the following Wednesday;
• The Bad Boys and Girls for their welcoming conversations with visitors to our campus;
• Liam Reid and Mark Clark for recording our services;
• The lay leaders who have served for in-person worship services;
• The post-pandemic team for researching and recommending options for worship and programming;
• David Graves for making the hand sanitizer stands we use for in-person gatherings; 
• The pastoral care commission and its chair Mary Ann Tatum for the extra care and meeting more frequently  than 

usual because of the pandemic;
• The members of the needlework ministry knitters who made scarves for our college freshmen.

January 2
Needlework ministry

10 a.m. (Zoom) 

January 4
Pub theology

6 p.m. (Zoom)  

January 6
Epiphany compline
7:30 p.m. (Zoom)

 
January 11

Popcorn theology
6 p.m. (Zoom)

 January 20
Gathering of Women

6 p.m. (Zoom)



 

The deadline for the 
late-Jan./Feb. Beacon 

is January 8.  

Our Mission:
by the power of the Holy Spirit,

to nurture people of all ages in the
knowledge and love of God in Jesus Christ,

and to make Him known
in the wider community

Weekly Virtual Offerings at St. Peter’s

Sunday 
10 a.m.  Sunday Worship*
  Coffee hour**
5 p.m.  Youth Group** 

Monday thru Thursday
12 noon  Noonday Prayer* 

Wednesday
10 a.m.  Morning Prayer & Bible Study**

Thursday
1:15 p.m. Intercessory Prayer Group**

Friday
8 a.m.  Gathering of Men**

Nightly
7 p.m.  Bedtime Story Time*

    * Facebook and Website 
      ** Zoom 
Covid-related concerns are expected to escalate this 
winter, so the staff will work from home as required. 
Even when not in the office, everyone on the staff 
can be reached by email and the rector is available 
via cell. Thank you for your patience.

St. Peter’s Church in the Great Valley
2475 St. Peter’s Road, Malvern, PA 19355

Telephone: 610-644-2261 Fax: 610-644-7967
E-mail: parishoffice@stpetersgv.org   Web site: www.stpetersgv.org

The Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt, Rector
The Rev. Christopher W. Exley, Assistant Rector
Dr. Bruce Glenny, Organist/Choirmaster
Susan House, Parish Administrator
Elizabeth R. Dwyer, Parish Secretary
Leigh Pavoni, Preschool Director
Gail Malcolm, Event Coordinator
Liam Reid, Weekend Facilities Manager

December 7, 14, 21
Advent Evening Prayer

5:15 p.m. (Facebook & website)

December 24
Christmas Eucharist
12 noon (outdoors)
Christmas Pageant 

4 p.m. (Facebook, website, & YouTube) 
Candles, Carols, & Connection 

5:15 p.m. (outdoors)  
Christmas Service of Lessons and Carols 

8 p.m. (Facebook & website)

December 25
Morning Prayer
10 a.m. (Zoom) 
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