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Strawberry Fields
by the Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt

One beautiful morning last month I picked strawberries.  Wearing mask, hat, and sunglasses, 
I diligently went to my assigned row and settled in.  Sometimes when I go strawberry-picking, I 
start with high hopes that get dashed by the realities of humid, buggy weather, and unripe fruit; 
this time the picking was perfect.  Sometimes when I go strawberry picking I start with idyllic 
notions of meditative silence or perhaps chirping birds and am annoyed by crowds or other 
disruptions; this time I was intrigued by what I heard.  

I began picking in relative quiet, with not much going on around me, but about when the first 
layer of fruit covered the bottom of my bucket, a group assigned to the row next to mine arrived.  
They seemed to be extended family or close friends; clearly the two women and four girls, none 
much older than about ten, were part of the same pandemic pod, but not necessarily the same 
household.  After the usual exchange about which berries to pick and how to pick them correctly, 
they started to talk about their plans to vacation together. I was only partly paying attention, so I 
do not know how it happened, but I soon realized that their conversation had shifted again and 
for the rest of my picking time I listened as the young girls spoke about what they planned to be 
when they grew up. One wanted to be president and had a reasonable plan for accomplishing 
her goal; one wanted to be a member of Congress to help craft legislation to alleviate oppression; 
and one thought she might begin as a teacher and teach her students about justice. They picked 
and planned, and the women with them encouraged gently and listened actively. 

I had chosen to spend that morning picking strawberries by myself in part because I needed 
a break. It was a privilege to escape like that, but I wanted to get away for a few hours from 
planning ministry in a pandemic world, discerning our response to the most recent displays 
of racism in our country, dealing with the details of life. I had dragged my weary soul into that 
strawberry field and found fresh souls who unwittingly revived me. 

It is July and I will spend the first two weeks of this month on vacation. It feels like both a 
luxury I should resist and a necessity to which I must yield. How do I step away from ministry 
when so much needs to be done? And yet how do I stay productive without some rest? This 
year I intend to make my vacation time as sabbath-like as possible. Specifically, I will be more 
intentional in considering how I am being called to live my baptismal covenant right now.

This is a time of opportunity.  It is tempting to figure out how to adjust what we have always 
done to conform to pandemic protocols.  While some of that will happen, we also need to do 
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This month 
we have several  
opportunities to 
gather outdoors 
on our campus 
in small groups, 

both for worship and for a bit of fun.  
We have purchased an inflatable movie 
screen and projector, making it possible 
for us to show movies on the lawn in 
the rector’s grove.  

All of the offerings listed to the 
right require advance registration; the 
details for each event also appear there.  
We will comply with all mandated 
safety precautions (masks, physical 
distancing, and rules about food and 
drink) appropriate to each event and in 
place when it occurs.

We also ask you to bring your 
own chairs and blankets to activities 
involving seating.

Thursday, July 2, 8:30 p.m.
Movie night:  1776: The Musical on the lawn.  This 
event is for anyone over 18 and is limited to 25 
participants.  Bring your own seating and a mask, 
but no snacks please. To register for this movie, 
please use the “Signup Genius” link on our website.  

sunday, July 19, 4 p.m. 
Holy Eucharist outdoors, in front of the historic 
church.  This will be an informal, spoken service 
with reflection in place of the sermon.  To comply 
with current rules, registration is required; please 
use the link to the “Sign-up Genius” on our website 
or in upcoming Keynotes, or contact Abigail 
(abigail@stpetersgv.org).  Details about protocols in 
place at the time will be provided to all registrants, 
but do expect to wear a mask, maintain physical 
distance, and bring your own seating. 

Monday aTwaTer walks, July 20 & 27, 9:30 a.m. 
A 45- to 60-minute morning walk through the 
neighborhood next door.  This is a great chance 
to get some exercise while chatting and becoming 
familiar with our community. Please contact Abigail 
(abigail@stpetersgv.org) to sign up. 

Thursday, July 23, 8:30 p.m.
Youth group movie night:  Zootopia on the lawn. See 
the “Youth News” feature on page 4 for details.  

BYOB on a BlankeT, July 29, 6 p.m. 
An hour of convivial conversation in the “rector’s 
grove” alongside the parish house.  Bring a 
mask, your own seating, and maybe a beverage, 
depending on the rules then.  Please watch for the 
“Sign-up Genius” link in upcoming Keynotes, or 
email Abigail (abigail@stpetersgv.org) to sign up. 

Opportunities to Gather Outdoors in July

Trumpeter Peter Neu will join 
us at worship on Sunday, 
July 5, to help us observe the 
nation’s birthday.
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[“Strawberry Fields,” cont. from p. 1]

things differently.  We need to recognize that 
Covid-19 will continue to shape our world 
and that the church must not merely adjust, 
we must adapt and change.  Also, I need to 
do things differently as a person of faith.  I 
need to act more boldly than I have before.  To 
strive for justice more fervently than my fairly 
safe attempts so far.  To seek and serve Christ 
with my heart and hands and feet.  None of 
these go on pause during vacation, but all of 
this can be understood more clearly with a 
little perspective.  

And that is what those girls in the 
strawberry patch gave me that morning.  I 
wanted to escape, and they reminded me to 
engage.  I left the field with a bucket full of 
berries and with renewed resolve.  Whatever 
these summer weeks hold for you, I invite you 
to join me in prayer, asking God to show us 
the way at this unprecedented time of both 
challenge and possibility.  

Black Lives Matter

The death of George Floyd led to far-
reaching uprisings against systemic racism in 
our country.  From small towns to big cities, 
people are marching, rallying, and demanding 
change.  A group of parishioners and clergy 
participated in the Black Lives Matter rally in 
Malvern last month, and also last month, more 
than twenty people gathered for a facilitated 
Zoom conversation about race.  

Called to strive for justice and peace, 
respect the dignity of every human being, 
and renounce evil powers, we will continue 
conversation, build relationships, and discern 
ways to engage and help work toward change.  
If you have any questions or wish to get more 
involved, please get in touch with Abigail 
(abigail@stpetersgv.org) or Chris (chris@
stpetersgv.org). 

Our next facilitated Zoom conversation 
about race is scheduled for 5 p.m. on July 16.  
We are still working on the details, so watch for 
them in Keynotes, or call Chris to learn more.     

Post-Pandemic Plans

Our post-pandemic planning team has 
met weekly since May 4 to attend to the many 
details involved in returning to in-person 
worship and other programming.  St. Peter’s 
did not close because of Covid-19, but we did 
move online and are now slowly returning to 
in-person offerings, the first of which was a 
compline service at the labyrinth last month.  
Other outdoor events are planned for July, and 
you can read about them on page 2.

We are paying close attention to what 
happens in our community as restrictions 
begin to ease.  Bishop Gutiérrez encourages 
all parishes to proceed with caution, and 
at this time we plan to return to in-person, 
indoor worship in September.  Throughout the 
summer we will continue to worship online at 
10 a.m. on Sunday mornings with Zoom coffee 
hour following.  Even after we return to in-
person worship, however, we will continue to 
offer online worship and expect to do so for 
the foreseeable future.  

All in-person summer activities will require 
signing up; all who do so will receive an email 
detailing the specific protocol for the event.  In 
general, for your safety we require masks and 
physical distancing; an usher will take your 
temperature upon arrival.  Since guidelines 
change rapidly, we will wait until August to 
offer more details about the fall. 

Thank you for your continuing engagement 
with St. Peter’s.  This is a strong community 
of faith, and you make a difference.  We are 
church. We are in this together, getting through 
this together, and living our faith in the world.   

Diocesan 
Anti-racism Training

Saturday, July 11, 9 a.m. to 12 noon

Details available at the on the 
diocesan website, www.diopa.org
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Sunday School While We Are Apart
 

Sunday school  usually doesn’t meet in the 
summer, but on every Saturday this year we are 
sending parents of Sunday-school-age children 
an email containing lessons, puzzles, games, 
coloring pages, and entertaining activities, as 
well as an occasional mid-week email with 
suggestions for a special activity.  If you would 
like to receive these emails please let us know 
by emailing SundaySchool@stpetersgv.org. 

Planning for Sunday School in the Fall

We have begun considering our Sunday 
school options for the fall and would like your 
input this summer.  If you have school-age 
children, please watch for information being 
emailed to you.  If you are interested in working 
with the Sunday School program, being a part 
of the planning conversations, or joining this 
rewarding ministry in any way, please contact 
Chris Exley (chris@stpetersgv.org) or Holly 
Hardester (SundaySchool@stpetersgv.org).

Summer Youth Group Meetings

Youth group will continue to meet virtually 
on every other Sunday through the summer, 
sometimes for fun, sometimes to discuss events 
happening in the world.  Our meeting dates 
this month are July 12 and July 26.  

Youth Group Movie Night on the Lawn

Pending diocesan approval, the youth 
group will gather on the lawn in the rector’s 
grove to watch Zootopia on Thursday, July 23 at 
8:30 p.m. This event is limited to the rising 6th-
graders through 12th-graders in youth group.  
Bring a mask and your own seating; we will 
follow any other rules that are in place at that 
time.  Please contact Chris to reserve a spot.

At the end of last month’s youth-led service, St. Peter’s recognized 
virtually the volunteer singers who added their talents to our choirs 
since the beginning of the program year and beyond.  In case you missed 
those formal thanks, here are the names of our “unsung” choristers:   

Sopranos and altos:  Suzanne Casey, Becky Dempsey, Katie Franz, Beth Hacker, Linda Holden, 
Judy Jones, Eileen Klein, Molly Kulp, Char Mark, Jamie McArdle, Mary Anne Morgan, Sian 
Myshko, Anne Reid, Luci Russell, Cassandra Shannon, Bobbie Wade. 

Tenors and basses:   Don Cheetham, Jason Hacker, Jon Heisey, Randy Klein, Hal Kulp, Liam Reid, 
Alex Weir, Tony Wirtel.
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Paperless Giving 
by Eric Lien

St. Peter’s is a strong presence in our lives during this stressful time of the Covid-19 pandemic.  
Although we conduct our worship services, noonday prayer, coffee hours, and other activities 
online, our monthly expenses continue.  Parishioners have been faithful in maintaining their 
pledges, mostly by mailing checks to the church, but the finance commission would like to point 
out some electronic options for sending your financial support.

The Bill-Pay Option through Your Bank 
• This is the simplest option for you, and the most beneficial one for the parish.  You 

need only instruct your bank to send St. Peter’s a check from your account in the 
amount you specify; you can instruct the bank to do this either as a single payment 
or on a weekly or monthly basis. You can use this service to fulfill your pledge or 
to make a special donation. To set this up, simply access your online account and 
supply the following information: St. Peter’s in the Great Valley, 2475 St. Peter’s 
Rd., Malvern, PA 19355-8791, (610) 644-2261.  If your bank asks for a destination 
account, you need only note the purpose of the transfer by supplying your envelope 
number or by designating the reason for the transfer (e.g., “pledge” or “Christmas 
memorial”).

• The bank’s bill pay option offers both you and St. Peter’s several advantages.  You 
can keep your pledge up to date, you needn’t bother with stamps and envelopes, 
and you can request to be notified when your funds have been deposited.  Most 
significantly there is absolutely no charge to the church for these payments, and 
they entail no additional clerical work.  We encourage you to consider this option 
if you choose to utilize an on-line giving method.  

PayPal
• The advantage of this option is its ease of use: many of you may already have a 

PayPal account, and there is a link to PayPal on our website.  

• Its disadvantages are both the additional clerical work required and the cost (we 
are charged a processing fee of about 2.5% for each transaction).  

Credit Card  
• Because St. Peter’s does not have a secure link for credit cards, parishioners wanting 

to use this option must call the church office to provide their credit card number, 
expiration date, CVV, and the dollar amount of the transaction; the credit card 
payments are processed manually each month.  

• The disadvantages of this option for St. Peter’s are both the additional clerical work 
needed to process the payments and the cost (we are charged a processing fee of 
about 3.5% for each card transaction). 

No matter whether you choose some form of electronic transfer or simply mail checks to the 
church office, we certainly appreciate your support of St. Peter’s and its mission. 
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• Everyone who flew the dove for Pentecost;
• Everyone who baked the 704 cookies we delivered to St. James School; 
• The post-pandemic team for meeting weekly to plan our re-opening; 
• The crafters of the handmade benches in the gardens along the exit road; 
• All the online offerings throughout the week and the discussions of racism 

with various groups; 
• Ongoing weekly help from clergy, commission members and everyone working behind the 

scenes in this community of faith; 
• The Bad Boys and Girls and the parishioners who answered the call to help clean up after the 

tree-fall damage from the derechos in early June;  
• Chris Exley expressed his thanks for the vestry’s gift of a magnolia tree in memory of his 

brother and for the care and love with which the parish has surrounded him. 

See You Next Year, Camp Get-Along 

City Camp, aka Camp Get-Along, is yet another victim of pandemic restrictions and can only 
take place virtually this summer.  Disappointed as we and the children are, we look forward to 
hosting them for fun and games next year.  Thanks to the early planning for this year’s visit done 
by Barb Coleman, Betsy Comstock, Jenny Disque, Brenda Grove, Beth Hacker, and Nancy Wilson, 
we now have a head start for Camp Get-Along 2021!      

Food Ministry Notes

Addressing food insecurity continues to be a high priority of our outreach at St. Peter’s.  
To provide immediate help the outreach commission recently donated $1000 to each of these 
agencies with which we work:  Chester Children’s Chorus, St. James School, Darby Dinners, and 
Community Youth and Women’s Alliance in Coatesville.  

Our food collection drive continues, and we now ask you to please consider adding fresh 
produce that does not need refrigeration to our bins on the parish hall porch this summer.  We can 
only use produce like squash, tomatoes, cucumbers, carrots, and beans, since they may remain on 
the porch for several days before we deliver the bins.  

Finally, thank you to everyone who baked cookies for the food 
pantry at St. James School!  We dropped off 704 homemade chocolate 
chip cookies, in eighty-eight “eight-packs.”  Chaplain Andrew Kellner 
appreciated the outpouring of love for families in Philadelphia’s West 
Allegheny community.  

This month we would like to deliver 1000 homemade sugar cookies to 
the St. James School food pantry.  So please consider helping us meet that 
goal by baking forty of your favorite 2 ½” sugar cookies and packaging 
them flat, eight to a bag, in quart-size ziplock bags, and taking them to 
the parish house porch on July 18, July 19, and until 11 a.m. on July 20. 
If you have questions, please call Cathy Terlescki.  

Outreach News and Notes
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The weekly schedule of all our 
virtual offerings appears on page 8.   

July 2
Thursday movie on the lawn

8:30 p.m.

July 11
Needlework ministry (Zoom)

10 a.m.  

July 12
Youth group (Zoom)

5 p.m.

July 16
Conversation on race (Zoom)

5 p.m.

July 18 to 20
Sugar cookie drop-off days

(no later than 11 a.m. on 7/20)

May Financial Snapshot

    May  Year to Date    Year-end      Budget
    2020                    May   Projection         2020

Parishioner Contributions $ 23,848    $264,527    $565,720      $611,305
Other Income*      38,824        59,619      164,665        135,190
Total Income      62,672      324,146      730,385        746,495
Total Expense      61, 726      302,923      700,991        746,495
Surplus/ (Deficit)           946        21,223        29,395       0

*Interest, rentals, endowment distributions, fundraiser, PPP loan proceeds

July 19
Outdoor Eucharist

4 p.m.

July 20 
Atwater walk

9:30 a.m. 

July 23
Youth movie on the lawn

8:30 p.m.

July 26 
Youth group (Zoom)

5 p.m.

July 27 
Atwater walk

9:30 a.m. 

July 29 
BYOB on a blanket 

6 p.m. 

The parish, the nation and the world have all been affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. In 
terms of St. Peter’s budget, we have experienced a dramatic reduction in rental income and have 
also had to cancel the barn dance.  As a result of our being granted $106,400 through the federal 
CARES Act Paycheck Protection Program,“ this month’s financial snapshot suggests that we will 
end 2020 with nearly a $30,000 surplus.  Nevertheless we still face many budget uncertainties, 
and this projected surplus may yet be reduced dramatically.  Had we not received PPP funding, 
we might have ended the year with a $68,000 deficit.  

How can you support the finances of St. Peter’s?  Although it appears that we have a budget 
surplus, it is important for you to keep your pledges up to date.  One convenient way to fulfill 
your pledge and make other contributions to St. Peter’s is to use one of several electronic funds 
transfer options; on page 5 you will find an article about these options.  Other opportunities to 
support the programs of St. Peter’s will also be announced, and your involvement will be greatly 
appreciated. 

Thank you for your continued financial support as we continue to deal with the pandemic 
at many levels, from our virtual services to our active food ministry that helps individuals less 
fortunate than many of us.  —Eric Lien for the finance commission



 

The deadline for the 
August Beacon 

is July 18.  

Our Mission:
by the power of the Holy Spirit,

to nurture people of all ages in the
knowledge and love of God in Jesus Christ,

and to make Him known
in the wider community

Every Pandemic Week at St. Peter’s

Sunday 
10 a.m.  Morning Prayer*
  Virtual coffee hour**
5 P.m.  Youth Group** 

Monday thru Thursday
12 noon  Noonday Prayer* 

Wednesday
10 a.m.  Morning Prayer & Bible Study**

Thursday
10:30 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group**

Friday
8 a.m.  Gathering of Men**

Daily
7 p.M.  Storytime with Abigail & Chris*
       

    * Facebook Live or Website 
      ** Zoom 

To reach the staff, please call the office; if no one answers, 
leave a message or send an email.  We are working from 
home as much as possible but we check for messages 
often.  Thank you for your patience as we work from 
home, and please know that we love to hear from you.
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St. Peter’s Church in the Great Valley
2475 St. Peter’s Road, Malvern, PA 19355

Telephone: 610-644-2261 Fax: 610-644-7967
E-mail: parishoffice@stpetersgv.org   Web site: www.stpetersgv.org

The Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt, Rector
The Rev. Chris Exley, Assistant Rector
Dr. Bruce Glenny, Organist/Choirmaster
Susan House, Parish Administrator
Elizabeth Dwyer, Parish Secretary
Leigh Pavoni, Preschool Director
Gail Malcolm, Event Coordinator
Liam Reid, Weekend Facilities Manager

Remember to keep an eye on 
the “While We’re Apart” link on 
our website.  It is an easy, one-
step way to keep abreast of late-
breaking changes to our virtual 
offerings.  There you will also 
find a list of video resources that 
may help you deal with some 
of the stresses of the pandemic 
experience.  

Aparttogether


