
The Beacon
    In thy light shall we see light. 
                      Psalm 36:9

December 2018 ~ January 2019

Seeing the Nativity Anew     
by the Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt

January 6, Epiphany, fell on a Saturday the year Mark and I were married and we thought that would 
be a splendid day for the wedding of two priests.  As it turned out, the bishop who was to marry us was 
already committed to his nephew’s wedding that day, so we settled on January 13 and had our pick of 
photographers and other vendors because it was not a popular date for Boston area nuptials. 

When one is married in January, wedding gifts not chosen from the registry tend toward a Christmas 
theme.  And so it was that sitting around the fireplace one December evening with my parents, we opened 
an enormous box that had been shipped from Texas.  Inside were six smaller, but still fairly large, boxes, 
each of which contained a robust, ornate figure.  We unwrapped an angel, three wise men, Joseph, and 
Mary holding Jesus.  All four of us started to laugh.  Those enormous, lavishly decorated members of the 
nativity scene struck us as wildly amusing.  Somehow we could not imagine what we would ever do with 
them.  We tucked them back into their boxes, wrote a gracious note, and put them in a safe place. 

By the next Christmas we were living in a beautiful high-ceilinged apartment attached to the Chicago 
church where we were serving.   We bought a tall Christmas tree because of those ceilings, and when 
we looked up at the tree, we realized that the rather large, lavishly decorated angel we had received as a 
wedding gift would be perfect on top.  Then we saw that Joseph, Mary, and Jesus would look lovely at its 
base.  We placed the wise men at a bit of a distance.  You see, until then those lovely figures had made no 
sense to us.  It was not until our circumstances changed that we could see where they fit in.  

That same year my mother sent us a card with the note, “Remind you of anything?”  On the front of 
the card was a picture of the Christmas tree at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, decorated 
with angels and part of the Neapolitan Baroque crèche at its base.  Our figures seem to be modeled after 
those famous priceless ones that Loretta Hines Howard began collecting in 1925 and then donated to the 
museum starting in 1964.     

Some of our unusually large crèche figures have needed repairs over the years, but they still look great 
and we cherish them.  Each time they emerge from their boxes I remember the first time we laid eyes on 
them and how they seemed too big and fancy to be anything we would ever need.  They are a reminder 
to me that what does not seem quite right at one moment might actually work at another. The figures tell 
the story of Christmas.  A child born in a stable.  An angel keeping watch and wise ones traveling to pay 
homage.  Hope and love made human for you and for me.  It is an improbable tale that seems just right. 

In December we will travel through the preparatory season of Advent to the nativity of our Lord and 
the days of Christmas.  We will celebrate Epiphany and the ways in which God is made manifest in the 
world.  In the pages that follow, you will find opportunities for worship, fellowship, outreach, education, 
and more, all of which are designed to offer you ways to be intentional in this special time.  I invite you to 
find what is right for you, and I wish you a happy season full of blessings. 
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Wednesdays in Advent

Quiet Evening:  December 5, 7:30 to 9 p.m.
A simple, contemplative evening amid the busyness of the pre-Christmas rush, featuring a meditation/
reflection led by the Rev. Elizabeth Eisenstadt-Evans and time for individual prayer and silence.

Healing Service:  December 12, 7:30 to 9 p.m.
A contemplative, intimate celebration of the Eucharist with cello accompaniment and the 
laying on of hands and anointing with oil for those who wish it. 

Carol Sing and Supper:  December 19, 6 to 8 p.m.
Potluck dinner in the parish hall and then the singing of Advent and Christmas carols with Ryan 
Battin at the piano and cozy, warm drinks to sustain our singing. 

InvIte a frIend or neIghbor to any of these offerIngs!

Christmas Memorials

Christmas memorials are a wonderful way 
to remember loved ones or to celebrate family 
milestones like weddings, births, and anniversaries.  
Your gift “In thanksgiving for” or “In memory of” 
will be listed in the Christmas Eve service leaflets.  
The minimum contribution suggested is $25, and 
order forms are available in the Sunday leaflets and 
the parish office.  Please include a note listing the 
names of those you wish to honor or remember, 
make your check payable to St. Peter’s Church and  
write “Christmas memorials” on the memo line, 
and mail everything to the office or place it in the 
offering plate by December 12.  Thank you! 

Advent Lessons and Carols

At 4 p.m. on Sunday, December 2, a service of 
Advent Lessons and Carols will help us prepare 
ourselves, in the words of the bidding prayer, “to 

hear once more the message of the 
Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see 
the Son of God lying in a manger.”  
Through scripture and music by 
Harold Darke, Herbert Howells, and 
Charles Stanford, Lessons and Carols 

is an ideal way to reflect on what Christmas is 
really about.  After the service, we will join in 
fellowship and enjoy a catered, candle-lit seasonal 
supper.  Do join us, and invite a friend!  

Intergenerational Christmas Pageant

A specially created script using poetry and 
carols will express the joy of the nativity story at 
this year’s pageant during the 4 p.m. 
Christmas Eve service.  There are 
roles for readers, singers, and actors 
of all ages, so whether you are nine or 
ninety, think about being part of the 
pageant.  If performing in public is 
not “your thing” but sewing is, please 
consider helping with the costumes by 
making alterations or doing some simple sewing 
beforehand.  If you want to participate, contact 
Holly Hardester (sundayschool@stpetersgv.org). 

Rehearsals are scheduled for December 16, 
10:20 to 11:05 a.m.; December 19, 5 p.m. (before the 
carol sing); and December 23, 11:15 a.m. (after the 
10 a.m. service).  
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The Twelfth Day of Christmas

The Feast of the Epiphany, which falls on January 6, signals the end of the 
Christmas season (which is also known as Christmastide or the Twelve Days of 
Christmas.)  Epiphany means “manifestation” and marks three “firsts” in Jesus’ life.  
His three major epiphanies—the visit of the Magi, Jesus’ baptism in the River Jordan, 
and the miracle at Cana—were said to have two remarkable features in common: all 
involved divine intercession and all occurred on the same day, though in different 
years.  During the season after the Epiphany, between January 7 and Ash Wednesday, we celebrate the many 
occasions when Jesus’ divinity was disclosed to his followers and also to us in our lives today. 

This year January 6 falls on a Sunday.  Please be sure to join us at 8, 9, or 11:15 a.m. for this special feast 
day.  In keeping with tradition, we will enjoy King cake after each service!

Gifts That Keep on Giving 

This Christmas, celebrate the gift of love among your family members and friends by participating in 
Alternative Christmas.  When you make a donation to one of St. Peter’s outreach ministries in someone’s 
name, you will share God’s love through a gift of hope.  Volunteers will be at the market to tell you about the 
work of our focus ministries:  Chester Children’s Chorus, Church Housing Corporation, The Clinic, Good 
Works, St. James School, and St. Peter’s food ministry.  You will also receive a lovely card and information 
about your chosen ministry to give to the person whom you are honoring with your gift.  

The market will be open every Sunday until Christmas, but in varying locations, so please take note of 
the schedule of times and places:  

December 2—barn, 10:20 to 11:05
December  9—church, 10:20 to 11:05  
December 16—church, after the 8 and 11:15 a.m. services
December 23—church, after the 10 a.m. service

The Gifting Tree 

This year’s gifting tree project will end soon, 
so please deliver your unwrapped presents along 

with the tag you removed from the 
tree to St. Peter’s by December 9.   

Our next parish-wide effort will 
be to collect items for the Gesundheit! 
bags we create for The Clinic each 

winter.  Please watch for details about how you 
can help fill these bags, which are designed to 
offer relief to patients of the Clinic suffering from 
the flu.  Those details will appear in Keynotes and 
Sunday leaflets early next month, and the drive 
will begin in late January.  

The outreach commission thanks you for 
your support, especially for the gifting tree and 
alternative Christmas at this time of year.    

CCC Holiday Concerts

Chester Children’s Chorus presents its holiday 
concerts on December 14 and 15 at Lang Concert 
Hall, Swarthmore College.  Doors open at 6:45 p.m., 
and seats fill quickly for the 7:30 p.m. events.  Special 
seating can be arranged by calling Elisa DeNofio 
(610-328-8180).

Next month, the chorus performs two concerts to 
celebrate Martin Luther King Day: the first on Friday, 
January 18, at Congregation Rodeph Shalom (615 
North Broad Street, Philadelphia), and the second on 
Monday, January 21, at Calvary Baptist Church (1616 
West 2nd Street, Chester).  

For more information and updates, please visit 
www.chesterchildrenschorus.org.

Christmas Outreach Opportunities



Adult Inquirers’ Class

Are you new to St. Peter’s?  New to the Episcopal Church?  New to Christianity?  Are you interested in 
living more fully into your baptism?  If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, then the inquirer’s class 
is for you.  Beginning January 9, we will gather at St. Peter’s from 7 to 8:30 on five consecutive Wednesday 
evenings to explore our Christian roots and heritage, the Anglican tradition and ethos, and how these are 
embodied at St. Peter’s Church in the Great Valley. 

This class is designed with adult learners in mind, and the interests and questions of the collective group 
will shape our time together.  We will use The Book of Common Prayer (1979) and Walk in Love: Episcopal Beliefs 
& Practices by Scott Gunn and Melody Wilson Shobe as our principal texts.  The class will meet on January 
9, 16, 23, 30 and February 6.  

Since the Right Reverend James Shand, the retired Bishop of Easton and Board chair of the Virginia 
Theological Seminary, will be with us on Sunday, February 24, this class is an opportunity for those coming 
from another Christian denomination to prepare for confirmation; for those already confirmed in the 
Orthodox, Roman Catholic, or Lutheran tradition to prepare for reception; and for those who want to renew 
their commitment in the presence of a bishop to prepare for reaffirmation of baptismal vows.  

If you are interested or if you have questions, please email or telephone Mark Nestlehutt (mark.
nestlehutt@gmail.com or 410-829-4835).   
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Christmastide Services at a Glance
December 24

Christmas Eve
Christmas Pageant and Family Eucharist 

A child-friendly family Christmas Eve service (barn)
4 p.m. 

Festal Holy Eucharist 
Candlelight Holy Eucharist with choir and sermon 

7:30 p.m. & 10 p.m. 
Choral prelude with choir, organ, & strings 

 7 and 9:30 p.m.

December 25
Christmas Day

Holy Eucharist with Sermon
10 a.m.

Seasonal instrumental music and carols at 9:45 a.m. 

December 30 
1st Sunday after Christmas

Holy Eucharist (church)
8 & 10 a.m.

January 6
Feast of the Epiphany

Holy Eucharist
8 (church), 9 (barn), and 11:15 a.m.(church)

Christian formation resumes 
10:20 to 11:05

King cake celebration after all services
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Celebrate St. Peter’s
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, 
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. (1 Peter 4:10)

Grace is given with no strings attached, except for our faith.  But if one is given a car, what good is it if it 
remains parked?  Without care, it will rust, fall into disrepair, and have no value, even if its odometer reads 
“0.”  We are grateful to all who have pledged so far, helping us move St. Peter’s into 2019.    

Stewardship simply means “managing someone else’s property.”  We Christians believe that everything 
belongs to God, so we manage the property of our Lord.  We need to have the attitude that our things are 
God’s things, our stuff is God’s stuff.  This means that our duty as Christians is to try to be responsible 
stewards of our Lord’s resources and manage them to the best of our ability.

Please prayerfully consider making an annual pledge and being a responsible steward of our abundant 
and wonderful resources at St. Peter’s if you haven’t yet done so.  You can use the pledge card that was 
mailed in October, or you can pledge online at www.stpetersgv.org by clicking on “Giving.”  

If you have already made your 2019 pledge, thank you!  The pledges you made through the last week of 
of November amount to $363,00 and have enabled us to reach 77% of our $470,000 budget goal so far. 

We’ve Gone Public—Our Sewer and Water, That Is
by Paige Infortuna

After years of planning, this summer (when the preschool and day camp were not in session) St. Peter’s 
was connected to public water and sewer.  This improvement came about as a result of the development 
occurring at Sage and the Atwater campus, a grant from the Pew Charitable Trusts, and the gifts of a few 
parishioners.  

In 2015, St. Peter’s began planning an infrastructure upgrade in conjunction with the Atwater construction 
project on the property abutting our western boundary.  The developer included the church access road in 
the scope of the new road network for the property, and the paving project provided an opportunity for St. 
Peter’s to enhance its infrastructure by tying into public sewer and water lines in the future.  To prepare 
for this, we installed the necessary piping before the paving began, to eliminate any need to tear up the 
newly repaved exit road in the future.  We funded the cost of this phase of the project, which included an 
engineering study and the initial pipe installation, through a silent campaign among parishioners and also 
established a fund designated to cover future infrastructure work.  

In 2016, when Sage Senior Living began planning its site on the eastern boundary of our campus, Sage 
approached St. Peter’s about having a public water line to the campus as part of its project.  The developer 
offered to install a meter pit and a water line to the east side of our campus, allowing us eventually to hook 
into public water.  In late 2016, St. Peter’s began the application process for a grant from the Pew Charitable 
Trusts to assist with the cost of implementing the infrastructure changes for the water and sewer connections 
that were being created by the developments on our boundaries.  

Upon being awarded a $25,000 grant by the Pew Charitable Trusts in 2017, St. Peter’s continued the 
conversations with Sage and Atwater to complete the enhancements to our existing infrastructure.  When 
Sage and Atwater met with us in November 2017, they expressed their desire to complete the water line 
installation and the public water hook-up at no cost to the church (a gift in kind amounting to $44,850).  The 
timing of the water connection depended on both the development at Atwater and also on the availability 
of Horn Plumbing and Heating, the installer.  This work was completed in August 2018, and when final 
disbursements were received this month, the project came to a close.

St. Peter’s Church is most grateful to the Pew Charitable Trusts, Trammel Crow (Atwater), Sage Senior 
Living, and the parishioners who enabled us to complete this infrastructure upgrade to a connection to 
public sewer and water.  
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Adult Christian Formation—Advent and Beyond
by Melissa Shaner

On December 2, adult Christian formation combines forces with Alternative Christmas (see page 3) in 
the barn, giving everyone the opportunity to support our outreach programs and our youth group and at 
the same time to converse with representatives of our outreach ministries.  

On December 9, Mark Nestlehutt will present “Speaking of Advent: Advent, Christmas, and Other 
Church Seasons.”  Like other seasons of the Church year, Advent has its own unique themes.  He will lead 
us in exploring the key themes that make up the “Nativity Cycle” and how they relate to the “Paschal 
Cycle” and how both cycles shape the lives of Christians, both historically and today.  

On December 16, Mark will present “There’s Something About Mary.”  Every year during Advent our 
Gospel readings reintroduce us to Mary, the mother of Jesus.  How has this biblical Mary—there are many 
Marys, after all—been understood throughout history by the Church, as well as by other faith traditions?

After a two-week recess on December 23 and 30, Pastor Roy Almquist welcomes us 
back to adult formation on January 6, with “For we have observed his star at its rising and 
have come to pay him homage.”  The Feast of the Epiphany that day brings the  Christmas 
season to a close.  Its name is a transliteration of epiphaneia, Greek for “manifestation,”  

and it marks Jesus’ three major epiphanies: the visit of the Magi or wise men, baptism in the River Jordan, 
and the miracle at Cana.  

On January 13 and 20 our friend Catherine Kerrison, a history professor at Villanova, returns to St. 
Peter’s to present a series on the historical foundations of the racialized and gendered structures we live 
with today.  In an interactive discussion, we will examine a series of laws passed between 1639 and 1705 
in Virginia to understand how ideas about race were created and woven into the very fabric of our legal 
systems.  Our discussion will link these laws from long ago with frequent examples of the persistence of 
the practices and attitudes today.  Handouts will be provided.

On January 27, Brenda Grove will present the first of a two-part series on Faith in Action, with a 
particular emphasis on environmental and social justice concerns.  We will explore the theology, resources, 
actions, and advocacy of local and international faith-based groups, including the Episcopal Policy 
Network, Green Anglicans, and the Episcopal Ecological Network. 

Bring your coffee and your curiosity and join us in the barn Sunday mornings at 10:20!

The Rector Looks Ahead to the 2019 Youth Mission Trip 

Chicago is the destination of the 2019 youth mission trip, and our goal is to engage in a different sort 
of service than in the past two years and to interact directly with the people we are helping.  Working with 
the Diocese of Chicago, I am looking for opportunities to assist in programs run by Episcopal churches or 
organizations.  I am also coordinating with the youth minister at St. Chrysostom’s Church, where I once 
served as associate rector, to plan an event for our two youth groups.  

The trip will be in the last full week of June, approximately between June 23 and 29; exact dates 
will depend on flight schedules.  We will stay at The J. Ira and Nicki Harris Family Hostel at 24 East 
Congress Parkway, which is safe, in walking distance to popular attractions, and convenient to public 
transportation.  

Starting with a calendar sale this month, the youth will engage in fundraising to offset the cost of 
the trip (see Mary Wirtel’s article about their fundraising plans on the next page).  Chicago is a more 
expensive destination than Boston and Houston, but our young people are committed to working hard to 
raise the necessary funds, and they appreciate your support.  

To secure accommodations, I asked for participation commitments by November 30; if you have not 
yet responded, please do so as soon as you can.  I am happy to answer any questions that rising seventh- 
through twelfth-graders and their parents may have about the trip (abigail@stpetersgv.org).  

The young people and I look forward to helping the people of the Windy City!
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We’re Planning for Our 
2019 Mission Trip

by Mary Wirtel

With memories of this summer’s Houston service 
trip still fresh, the youth of St. Peter’s are already 
looking forward to their 2019 mission experience in 
Chicago.  Although the details are still being worked 
out, we are really interested in working on hunger-
related projects and with children.  We are excited to 
see how the trip takes shape!

To defray the cost of the trip as much as possible 
and to support our service activities, we are planning 
a number of fundraisers leading up to the June trip.  
The first one is selling a 2019 calendar that features 
photographs of the St. Peter’s campus and buildings 
by participants in the youth programs; the calendar, 
which will make a fantastic holiday gift, will be 
available at Alternative Christmas. 

In the new year, watch for announcements about 
our second fundraiser, “Cook’s Nights Out”!  Once 
a month from January through June we will arrange 
with local restaurants to hold special events that 
will return a portion of their receipts for purchases 
on specific days to the youth group.  Whether you 
love pizza, burgers, wings, or lighter fare, surely one 
(or more!) of these events will tempt you.  Watch for 
announcements to appear in the Sunday leaflets after 
the new year.  These are just two of the many fun 
events being planned—stay tuned for even more 
surprises to come!

We are grateful to the entire St. Peter’s community 
for the love and support it shows us, especially for 
our annual youth mission trip.  It’s an important 
and meaningful event for us and for those whom 
we serve, and we look forward to continuing our 
tradition of service. 

Youth Yoga

Beginning January 6, Deby Harrison will teach 
a yoga series for young people in grades 7 through 
12.  The class will take place on the main floor of the 
barn on Sunday afternoons from 3 to 4 p.m., and 
will run through the end of May.  All parish youth 
are invited and are encouraged to bring a friend if 
they would like.  

The only requirement is to bring a good 
non-slippery mat for footing and a water 
bottle for hydration.  If your young person is 
interested in attending, please let Deby know 
(conestogahighschool2020@gmail.com). 

December’s Friday Social 

The first-Friday youth social in December 
will be bowling!  Everyone will meet at Devon 
Lanes (300 W. Lancaster Ave., Devon) at 7 p.m. on 
December 7; the cost is $15 per person.  Parents are 
welcome to stay and bowl if they wish or just drop 
off their children.  Bring a friend!  Please email 
Eric Stoltz (aestoltz92201@yahoo.com) or call or 
text him (610-202-7021) to let him know you are 
coming. 

Dear St. Peter’s Parishioners,
Thank you for the lovely and prayerful send-off on Sunday, October 28.  I 

am especially grateful for your kindness, prayers, and good wishes during my 
transition into a new parish position.  I am thankful for the holy oil stock you 
generously gave me, and it will be of much use in future ministry.  The picture 
mementos already grace my new office.  I will always remember you fondly when 
I look at these gifts.

Most of all, I’m grateful for having served in ministry with you.  You blessed 
me in countless ways, and I will miss you all.  You will hold a special place in 
my heart and will be in my prayers as you seek a new assistant rector.

Yours in Christ,
Kyle
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Not So Long Ago . . .
by Dave Tatum

Recently I came across the minutes of a property commission meeting held in March 2011, when 
Dixon Bridgers suggested buying a Scag zero-turn mower, to eliminate our $6000+ yearly grass-cutting 
cost.  In those days, only the cemetery and an acre or two needed mowing, because our sixteen acres 
were mostly filled with invasive bushes, vines, and trees.  We questioned whether others would step 
forward and continue to save the church thousands of dollars yearly after Dixon’s eventual departure. 

Now, at the end of 2018, we have three zero-turn mowers and sixteen acres of lawn (thanks to clearing 
by the BB&G4J), and the money-saving work continues.  The volunteers, too many to name here, who 
have shown up over the years to mow weekly (on a Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday) between March and 
November save St. Peter’s $1,000+ a week; that’s the estimated cost quoted by a local landscaper.  Since 
we now mow the grass and also mulch leaves in the fall, Dixon’s vision has saved the church hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in upkeep costs.  

Lately, we have also benefitted from another idea that Dixon passed on to us from his new church in 
San Diego: hiring parish teenagers to work on the property in the summer.  That is why you now also see 
teenagers (whom we trained to use the machines) happily mowing our property in the summer.  

We at St. Peter’s have a long, shared history, and occasionally it is beneficial to share aspects of it. 

Dear Church Friends, 

The preschool has been busy since September, and the children have adjusted nicely and seem to love 
coming to school!  October was filled with Monday soccer shots, field trips to Sugartown  Strawberry 
Farm, Wednesday enrichment, and of course Halloween, which included a great party, trick-or-treating, 
a parade, and even a piñata! 

In early November, we had a special grandparents day, to which the 4-day 
and pre-K classes invited their grandparents for a morning of crafts, songs, and a 
homemade snack we all made together.  (To see photos of this wonderful day, “like” 
our Facebook page.)  Later in the month, we had our own special Thanksgiving 
Day feast before taking a short vacation.  

In other news, I am sure you have noticed our beautiful (and necessary) new 
fence at the playground.  Dave Tatum and Doug Jones really helped with this 
project; in fact they always help the preschool, and we are blessed and grateful to have the help of all 
the “bad boys.”

Now, as the Christmas approaches, time will fly by even faster as 2018 nears its end.  I want to alert 
you now that, by popular demand, the rummage sale is coming back!  Please 
think about helping us plan and execute this large event on the morning of March 9—”it takes a village,” 
as they say, to stage a rummage sale!  Please let me know (610-742-5403) if you can lend a hand!  

The barn is reserved for us during sale week, beginning on Sunday, March 3; we will clear out 
the space and transform it for the rummage sale right after adult forum.  This effort will require some 
helping hands, and we will greatly appreciate whatever help you can give us that day.  From then on, 
you will be able to drop off items that you would like to donate for the sale.  (A donation schedule will 
appear in the February Beacon and leaflets.)  As you clean out closets and attics this month or in the new 
year to make room for new Christmas acquisitions, please consider setting aside some treasures for us!  
Even though March 9 seems far off, the rummage sale will be here before we know it!  

Gratefully, 
Leigh Pavoni 
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Yee Haw, We Did It Again!
by Paige Infortuna

“So much fun. . . What a great night. . .  I love to dance. . . The kids are having a ball!”  Those are just a 
few comments heard at our community barn dance on November 10, when St. Peter’s barn doors opened to 
welcome 175 people of all ages who came to enjoy an evening of good old-fashioned fun, food and dancing.  
With one year of experience under our belts, we made some minor changes to the timing of the event, which 
gave the evening a smooth feel.  We were delighted to welcome back Chloe and Rick Mohr and their band, 
Jimmy’s BBQ, and many of last year’s guests, in addition to welcoming new friends to the community barn 
dance.  The Party Center in Phoenixville provided the added bonus of additional seating for dinner by 
leaving in place the tent they had set up for a wedding the week before.  

A hard-working team of volunteers began planning this event in last winter and met and worked 
regularly throughout the summer and fall.  The parish came together to solicit in-kind donations, and 
sponsorship requests were made to the parish, our vendors, and many area businesses.  We posted road 
signs in the surrounding area, ran a Facebook ad, posted the barn dance on the website, and sold tickets 
following services. 

These efforts resulted in a positive outcome once again.  We sold 175 tickets, and while our final numbers 
are not quite in, we reached our fundraising goal of earning $15,000.  Our expenses will be around $3,500, 
netting the parish about $11,500—plus a little more, we hope.  

To everyone who had a hand in making the community barn dance a success, thank you!  If you 
sponsored, donated, volunteered, moved furniture, bought tickets, brought friends, sent a postcard, prayed 
for our success, or simply endured the many announcements, we thank you for your help!  This event could 
not have happened without your encouragement and support.

Many Thanks to the Barn Dance Committee 
from St. Peter’s

A Special Thank You to Our Sponsors

•	 Promenade Sponsors:  The Jesup & Reavy Family, Peter 
& Mary Farrow Kreek, Larry & Gail Malcolm

•	 Scarecrow Sponsors:  Luci Russell & Clive Hammant, 
the Nestlehutt Family, Robert Ryan Catering

•	 Bonfire	Sponsors:		Sally Dixon, Julie & David Eisenhower, 
Joe Herbst, Horn Plumbing & Heating, Winnie Anderson 
& Eric Lien, Judy & Doug Jones, Sebastian & Sons, Mary 
Ann & Dave Tatum, Trammell Crow Company, Unruh 
Turner Burke & Frees, the Vestry of St. Peter’s Church

•	 Pumpkin Sponsors:  Susy & Gary Baum, Conway Power 
Tools, Donna & Barry Fabius, Pat Harvey, 3 Comply—
Jan Himmelreich, the Infortuna Family, Dr. Donald 
Marcus, Dr. & Mrs. W. Steven Mark, Mary Jane & Tony 
Morris, John Serock Catering, Barbara & Tom Stewart, 
H.C. Wood Cemetery Memorials

A Good Time Was Had by All!  
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[The finance commission has reviewed this snapshot. Please direct any questions to its chair, Joe Herbst.]  

• Holly Hardester for her support and leadership of Christian formation;
• Betsy Comstock, Molly Kulp, and Bonnie Michael for serving as substitute 

teachers in the fall term of Sunday school;  
• Helen Ockenden for leading the stewardship campaign;
• Shannon and Mike Mannon for planning the hunters’ moon labyrinth walk; 
• Lynn Mander, Shannon Almquist, Nancy Buford, Katie Franz, Nancy Lauby, 

and Abigail Nestlehutt for their leadership in organizing the women’s retreat weekend;
• Linda and David Parkyn for leading the adult forum series on the santos; 
• Those who provided the special receptions for Kyle’s farewell—Barbara Coleman (8), Jason 

Hacker and Gail Guthridge (9), Sandy Mannix and Gail McLaughlin (11:15);
• Mark Nestlehutt for preaching on All Saints/Stewardship ingathering Sunday; 
• Mary Anne Morgan for reading World War I poetry and Marlena Gal for playing the cello at   

compline on November 4;
• Susy Baum, Ryan Battin, Holly Hardester, and Liam Reid for setting up the barn for compline;
• Peter Kreek for requesting donations to St. Peter’s in lieu of gifts on his 85th birthday;
• Rabbi Michelle Pearlman for inviting us to Shabbat Shalom following the shooting in Pittsburgh;
• Paige Infortuna and her team for a fun-filled and successful community barn dance;
• Gail Malcolm for arranging our use of the Party Center tent for the barn dance;
• Beth Hacker for substituting as organist on two Sundays;  
• Holly Hardester for noticing the leak in the church bathrooms, and Doug Jones, Liam Reid, Sarah 

Tellefsen, and Abigail Nestlehutt, the “emergency response team” who cleaned up the basement;
• Ryan Battin, Jenny Disque, and Steve Ockenden for serving as our delegates at Diocesan 

Convention; 
• The Bad Boys for installing the new fencing in the pre-school playground;
• Pre-school director Leigh Pavoni for the child-crafted centerpieces used at the November 

Phoenixville dinner; 
• Trudi Graves for editing The Beacon;
• The Communications Commission;
• Mark Nestlehutt for taking over the inquirers’ class for Abigail, so that she can teach the youth 

confirmation class in Kyle Babin’s place; 
• All in the parish who have submitted a 2019 pledge.

October Financial Snapshot

    Oct.             Year to Date    Year-end        Budget
    2018                   Oct.       Projection           2018

Parishioner Contributions $  31,165   $333,962     $436,223        $430,898
Total Income       54,626     521,206       658,255          684,998
Total Expense       50,660     562,804       661,268          684,998
Surplus/ (Deficit)        3,966      (41,598)         (3,013)         0
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December 1 
Needlework ministry 

10 a.m.  

December 2   
Alternative Christmas, barn 

10:20 a.m. 

Advent Lessons and Carols
4 p.m. 

Seasonal supper afterwards 

December 5
Advent Quiet Evening 

7:30 p.m.  

December 9
Final gifting tree drop-off day

Alternative Christmas, church
after the 8 & 11:15 a.m. services

December 12
Advent Healing Service 

7:30 p.m.  

December 16  
Alternative Christmas, church
after the 8 & 11:15 a.m. services

Pageant rehearsal, barn
10:20 a.m.  

December 19 
Pageant rehearsal 

5 p.m.  

Advent supper and Carol Sing 
6 to 8 p.m.  

December 23
Holy Eucharist

8 & 10 a.m.  

Alternative Christmas, church
after the 10 a.m. service

Pageant rehearsal, barn
11:15 a.m.

December 24 *
Christmas Eve

Holy Eucharist & Pageant 
4 p.m.  

Festal Choral Eucharist 
7:30 & 10 p.m. 

December 25 *
Christmas Day
Holy Eucharist

10 a.m.  

December 30
1st Sunday fter Christmas

Holy Eucharist 
8 & 10 a.m. 

January 5
Needlework ministry 

10 a.m.  

January 6 *
Feast of the Epiphany

Holy Eucharist
8, 9, & 11:15 a.m.
Yoga for Youth

3 to 4 p.m.

January 9
Adult inquirers’ class 

7 to 8:30 p.m.

January 13
Yoga for Youth

3 to 4 p.m.

January 16
Adult inquirers’ class 

7 to 8:30 p.m.

January 20
Yoga for Youth

3 to 4 p.m.

January 25
Adult inquirers’ class 

7 to 8:30 p.m.

January 27
Yoga for Youth

3 to 4 p.m.

January 30
Adult inquirers’ class 

7 to 8:30 p.m.

 * Details about these services appear on page 4.



 

The deadline for the 
February Beacon 

is January 15.  

Our Mission:
by the power of the Holy Spirit,

to nurture people of all ages in the
knowledge and love of God in Jesus Christ,

and to make Him known
in the wider community

Every Week at St. Peter’s

Sunday 
8 a.m.   Holy Eucharist* 
9 a.m.   Holy Eucharist**
  (Nursery care available**)
10:10 a.m. Christian formation** 
11:15 a.m.  Holy Eucharist*

Wednesday
9:30 a.m.  Moms’ Group ** 
10 a.m.  Morning Prayer & Bible Study*

Thursday
10:30 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group ****

Friday
7 a.m.  Gathering of Men***
12 noon	 Parish	office	closes	

         * Church
        ** Barn             
      *** Parish House
    **** Bellingham 
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St. Peter’s Church in the Great Valley
2475 St. Peter’s Road, Malvern, PA 19355

Telephone: 610-644-2261 Fax: 610-644-7967
E-mail: parishoffice@stpetersgv.org   Web site: www.stpetersgv.org

The Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt, Rector
Dr. Bruce Glenny, Organist/Choirmaster
Susan House, Parish Administrator
Elizabeth Dwyer, Parish Secretary
Leigh Pavoni, Preschool Director
Gail Malcolm, Marketing and Event Manager
Liam Reid, Weekend Facilities Manager

December 24
Christmas Eve

Family Eucharist & Christmas Pageant 
4 p.m.  

Festal Holy Eucharist 
Candlelight Holy Eucharist with Choir and Sermon 

7:30 & 10 p.m. 
Choral prelude with choir, organ, and strings  

7 & 9:30 p.m. 

December 25
Christmas Day

Holy Eucharist with Sermon
10 a.m.

Seasonal instrumental music and carols 
9:45 a.m.


