
The Charter for Lifelong  

Christian Formation  

 

Lifelong Christian Faith Formation in 

The Episcopal Church is lifelong 

growth in the knowledge, service and 

love of God as followers of Christ and 

is informed by Scripture, Tradition 

and Reason.  
 

Adopted at General Convention 2009 

 

 
 

Do you want to share your 

thoughts on adult formation? 

Do you have an idea for a session, 

series, or speaker? 

 

Please contact Melissa Shaner, 

Coordinator of  

Adult Christian Formation, 

 at myshaner@verizon.net  

or (610) 296-7621. 
 

St. Peter’s Church in the Great Valley 
is a vibrant Episcopal parish with a 

fascinating history. Founded well before the 

American Revolution, the parish is still 

located in a country setting, a little off the 

beaten track, on sixteen beautiful acres at the 

highest hill in the Great Valley. The church 

is just north of Paoli, Pennsylvania, near the 

intersection of Routes 29 and 202 and Penn 

State Great Valley, 20 miles northwest of 

Philadelphia, and three miles west of Valley 

Forge National Historical Park. 

 

 

Sundays at St. Peter’s 

Program Year 
 

8 a.m.: Holy Eucharist 

Historic Church 

9 a.m.: Holy Eucharist 

Bank Barn 

10:20—11:05 a.m.:  

Christian Formation for all ages 

Bank Barn 

11:15 a.m.: Holy Eucharist 

Historic Church 

 

St. Peter's Church  

in the Great Valley 

2475 St. Peter's Rd. 

Malvern, PA 19355 

610-644-2261 

http://www.stpetersgv.org 

 
The Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt, Rector 

 
 

 

 

Adult  

   Christian Formation  

 Offerings 

  Spring 2019 

 

 

  

 

     

http://www.stpetersgv.org/


Sundays 

10:20a.m.-11:05a.m. 

 in the Barn 

 

Throughout the year, adult formation will highlight 

the work of the St. Peter’s task force addressing issues 

of race and justice in our parish and in our 

community.  We will have numerous opportunities to 

hear from them and from others with insight into this 

sensitive and important topic. 
 

January 
1/6   Epiphany -- The Rev. Roy Almquist 
 Epiphany, from the Greek epiphaneia, 

means “manifestation” and marks three “firsts” 

in Jesus’ life: the visit of the Magi or wise men, 

baptism in the River Jordan, and miracle at Cana. 

All involved divine intercession and all occurred 

on the same day, though in different years. 

1/13   Historical Underpinnings of Race 

Issues in the US -- Catherine Kerrison 
 With Villanova professor Catherine 

Kerrison, we will examine laws passed between 

1639 and 1705 in Virginia to understand how 

ideas about race were created and woven into the 

fabric of our legal systems.  Our discussion will 

link these long-ago laws with examples of the 

persistence of the practices and attitudes today.  

1/20   Historical Underpinnings of Race 

Issues in the US -- Catherine Kerrison 

1/27   Faith in Action 1 -- Brenda Grove 
 We will explore the theology, resources, 

actions, and advocacy of local and international 

faith-based groups, including the Episcopal 

Policy Network, Green Anglicans, and the 

Episcopal Ecological Network. 

February 
2/3   St. James School -- David Kasievich 
 Our annual update on the excitement and 

challenges at this Episcopal middle school in 

North Philadelphia. 

2/10 Faith in Action 2 -- Brenda Grove 
 This discussion will highlight 

environmental and social justice concerns, 

including information on fracking and pipeline 

issues. Attendees will receive a 30-day 

devotional to continue exploring the connection 

between belief and environmental activities. 

2/17  Spoon River Anthology --  

Mary Anne Morgan  

  This collection of poems by Edgar Lee 

Masters was written in 1916  and is composed of 

musings of the dead in a midwestern cemetery. 

Performers from St. Peter's will present selected 

monologues, and we will discuss what we can 

learn from the complexity of these lives.  

2/24 Bishop Shand visits for confirmations 

and receptions; no adult formation. 

March 
3/3  Spoon River Anthology --  

Mary Anne Morgan 

3/10  Seeking and Serving Christ in All 

People -- Antiracism Committee 
In a loving, brave space, this Lenten 

series grounded in Christ's resurrection will 

explore how to move towards healing and 

wholeness with regard to race and whiteness in 

ourselves, our parish, and our society.  Each 

week, we will view a TED Talk
©
 by a prominent 

person of color, including our Presiding Bishop, 

and use it in small-group conversations to deepen 

our reflections and awareness.  This series is one 

small step in fulfilling our desire to live into our 

baptismal vow to be Christ's body on earth with 

regard to race in these times of disturbing 

attitudes about race and difference in our society. 

3/17  Seeking and Serving Christ in All 

People -- Antiracism Committee 

3/24  Seeking and Serving Christ in All 

People -- Antiracism Committee 

3/31  Seeking and Serving Christ in All 

People -- Antiracism Committee 

April 
4/7  Seeking and Serving Christ in All 

People -- Antiracism Committee 

4/14  Palm Sunday: What Was Really 

Going On? -- The Rev. Roy Almquist 
 A look at the scripture and the times. 

4/20  Easter -- no Christian Formation 

4/28 Weapons of Mass Destruction -- 

Steve Ockenden 
We will discuss the existential threats 

and ethical dilemmas posed by weapons of mass 

destruction, with a particular focus on nuclear 

weapons.  We will review the effects of nuclear 

weapons and the various doctrines governing 

their development and use by different nations. 

May 
5/5  Weapons of Mass Destruction -- 

Steve Ockenden 
 We will examine the concept of 

deterrence, measuring it against such standards 

as Augustinian Just War theory and the more 

recent teachings of the Roman Catholic church, 

dating from their pastoral letter of 1982. 

5/12  Weapons of Mass Destruction -- 

Steve Ockenden 
We will discuss WMD proliferation and 

attempts at arms control, examining various 

scenarios for the future. 

5/19  Annual Meeting 

 

Lenten Soup Suppers 
On Wednesdays in Lent, we will explore 

how lay people can develop a rule of life and 

how Anglican traditions overlap with those 

of other religions.  Guest speakers will guide 

conversations on their areas of expertise. 

3/13, 3/20, 3/27, 4/3, 4/10 
Simple Supper: 6-6:30PM 

Program: 6:30-8PM 


