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    In thy light shall we see light. 
                      Psalm 36:9

November 2018

From Barn Dance to Advent Wreath
by the Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt

At St. Peter’s, November is “barn dance month.”  If you have already purchased your tickets and invited 
friends, thank you!  If you haven’t had a chance to do so yet, please do!  You needn’t be a good dancer, as 
instruction will be provided, or you can come enjoy the music, food, and fellowship.  I look forward to seeing 
you there and am grateful to Paige Infortuna and the barn dance team, who planned this special event.  

One year I decided that my family would not get sick around the holidays.  The children were small 
and our record of annual illness between Thanksgiving and Christmas had been spotless so far.  Sickness 
was both unpleasant and also quite disruptive for parents who were also Episcopal priests, and so I was 
determined to thwart holiday germs.  To achieve my goal I initiated an aggressive clean-hands campaign in 
September, and it worked.  Crucial to our success was planning ahead.  Achieving a holy holiday season is 
a little like achieving a healthy holiday season: strategizing early on helps.  This year at St. Peter’s we have 
designed offerings intended to help you observe Advent intentionally.  

We begin on November 25, even before the first Sunday of Advent, by making Advent wreaths and 
starting Alternative Christmas.  We will have Advent resources for you to peruse and some to take home 
as well.  Among the suggested readings will be a new Forward Movement publication called O Wisdom, 
Advent Devotions on the Name of Jesus, a collection of meditations, art, poems, and photos inspired by the O 
Antiphons as a way to embrace Jesus’ presence now, even as we await his coming again.  For children we will 
have copies of A Christmas Countdown Coloring Book, designed like an Advent calendar with a page to color 
for each day leading up to the nativity.  

The First Sunday of Advent is December 2.  The liturgical color changes from green to blue, and the 
lectionary year shifts from Year B to Year C, which means that our gospel readings will be taken largely from 
the Gospel according to Luke.  The advent wreath will be present in the barn and church, and the Prayers of 
the People will take on new themes.  Also, later that day we return to offering Advent Lessons and Carols in 
the afternoon and early in the season.  This is traditional because it provides a particular opportunity to begin 
the journey to the manger as intentionally as possible.  We have planned a beautiful service of scripture and 
music that I know will touch and delight you.  Please plan to join us and bring a friend.  

On Wednesdays in Advent we have three special evenings planned.  First, time away from the rush of 
life to be still; then a special Eucharist with healing; finally, as Christmas nears, we gather around the piano 
for carol singing after sharing a festive meal.  (You will find details about these Advent offerings on pages 4 
and 5.)  

Additionally, I will lead a group of parishioners to the Society of St. John the Evangelist in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, for retreat, December 7 through 9.  One or two spots are still available, so if you wish to join 
the group, please let me know.  

Yes, November is “barn dance month” at St. Peter’s, but Advent will arrive soon afterwards.  Buy your 
dance tickets now, and also prepare for a holy and healthy holiday!



   The Beacon
  In thy light shall we see light.

                   Psalm 36:9

The Beacon is produced monthly by
St. Peter’s Church in the Great Valley
2475 St. Peter’s Road, Malvern, PA 19355
Phone: 610-644-2261 Fax: 610-644-7967
E-mail: parishoffice@stpetersgv.org
Web site: www.stpetersgv.org

Submissions are invited and are subject 
to editing.
Submit articles to beacon@stpetersgv.org
or fax them to 610-644-7967
Publication date: First of month
Deadline: 15th of month preceding
Staff: Trudi Graves (editor), Charlotte Mark, 
David Graves

- 2 -

Community Barn Dance

When this Beacon reaches your mailbox, our second community barn dance will be a 
mere ten days away, on November 10.  We hope you have taken the opportunity to invite 
friends, neighbors, family and the surrounding community to join you and come together 
for an evening of dancing, dining and good old-fashioned fun from 5 to 9 p.m.  If you 
haven’t invited anyone yet, it’s not too late!  And after last year’s barn dance, we know 
that it is fun for guests of all ages!

Experienced callers and musicians Chloe and Rick Mohr will again both instruct us 
and lead us in reel, square, and circle dances.  We will serve snacks and then a light supper 
of pulled pork, chicken, and sides, provided by Jimmy’s BBQ; to end the evening, we will light a bonfire 
(weather permitting) and make s’mores.  

Not into dancing?  Come anyway!  There’s plenty to see and do, including an auction with some special 
and unique offerings—like a pen from the Nixon White House for memorabilia collectors, a beautifully 
hand-painted bird house for nature lovers, and four tickets to the People’s Light holiday panto Cinderella 
for anyone who loves to laugh!

The barn dance is a great opportunity to work together and welcome visitors to our campus; last year 
we hosted over 200 guests for dancing and dinner.  The evening’s proceeds are used to support St. Peter’s, 
our outreach ministries and our beautiful campus.  But the success of this event depends on the help of the 
entire parish.  Here are some of the ways you can help:

•	 Invite family friends and neighbors to join us on November 10 and encourage them to bring 
others.

•	 Help us publicize the event by taking a few postcards and distributing them around town.  
•	 Donate something to either to the live or silent auction, whether it is one of your possessions 

or a gift card.  We can accept donations until November 4.
•	 Help with the event on November 10—by setting up or cleaning up, serving the food, 

greeting guests when they arrive, and directing parking.
•	 Become a sponsor.  

The barn dance will soon be here, so if you haven’t 
already bought your tickets (during Sunday coffee hour 
or at www.stpetersgv.org) or volunteered to help with 
this parish-wide event, please contact Paige Infortuna 
(pinfortuna@msn.com or 610-608-2093), who will be 
happy to answer any questions and, of course, sign you 
up.  Thank you in advance for making this evening an 
opportunity to come together in community.  See “all 
y’all” there!

All Saints’ Day  Compline Service

Does a peaceful, meditative, candlelit worship 
service at day’s end, led by the church’s combined 
choirs, sound inviting to you?  Mark your calendars 
and be sure to come to the barn at 7:30 p.m on Sunday, 
November 4 for Compline in the style of Taizé.  The 
service will include time for those who wish to do so 
to light a candle as a tangible and intentional prayer 
for the saints they have known.

Come as you are for this informal evening service 
at the close of All Saints’ Day. 
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Dear Friends,

By the time you read this, I will have already begun my new position as assistant rector at St. Mark’s 
Church in Philadelphia, but I can not move on without expressing deep appreciation and gratitude to 
you.  In the sixteen months that I served at St. Peter’s, I was blessed in so many ways that I cannot name 
them all in this short article.  

But here are a few.  First, I was able to journey in discipleship with all of you and was captivated 
by your kindness, warmth, hospitality, flexibility, and openness to new things and people.  Thank you 
for allowing me to serve in ministry alongside you.  Second, I gained invaluable experience as a new 
priest; through your support and patience I was able to test my wings as a rookie in ordained ministry.  I 
learned so much about working with children and youth, serving as a presider, preaching, and building 
relationships in a parish, and for this I give thanks.  Third, it has been enormously helpful for me to see 
the power of a strong sense of parish identity and community that is at the same time always incredibly 
welcoming to those who are new to the community.  I know that it is a rare gift to strengthen bonds of 
unity in a particular community while being open to those from outside it.  Thank you for showing me 
that.

Finally, I appreciate your support as I move on to a new position.  While I did not initially envision 
leaving St. Peter’s quite so soon, when I accepted the call to serve in ministry with you I was not fully 
aware of the challenges of commuting from center city and juggling two demanding positions, at St. 
Peter’s and at St. James School.  In the past sixteen months, I have discerned the importance of continuing 
to invest myself in ministry at St. James School; to aid my service there, I believe I must be geographically 
closer to that place.  Additionally, at St. Mark’s, I will be serving full-time but will continue the same 
ministry at St. James School.  And since St. Mark’s is only a ten-minute walk from my home, I will have 
more real time for ministry.

As I begin my position at St. Mark’s, I know that all I have learned at St. Peter’s will serve me well.  I 
will continue in children’s, youth, and family ministries at St. Mark’s, but I will also engage in some new 
aspects of ministry—working with people in their 20’s and 30’s and helping lead the invite/welcome/
connect ministry.  I am excited about these opportunities to expand my experience in ordained ministry.  

I am grateful to Abigail, the vestry, and you, the parish, for giving me the opportunity to serve 
alongside you.  You have enriched my vocation as a priest, and for that I will always remain grateful.  I am 
confident that the ministries in which I was engaged will continue to flourish with effective lay leadership 
and under Abigail’s direction.  May God bless you all in this transition.  And thank you!

Yours in Christ,
Kyle

A FArewell MessAge FroM our AssistAnt rector

Returning This Month—The Gifting Tree

One way to “Change the World” is to support local children and adults through St. Peter’s 
annual “gifting tree,” and so we have once again partnered with Episcopal Children’s Services, 
St. James School, and Church Housing Corporation to brighten the lives of less fortunate 
children and homebound adults in our area.

Participating in this project is easy!  When the gifting trees appear in the barn and the 
church on November 18, just select a tag or two from either tree, and record the tag number, 
recipient, and your contact information in the nearby logbook.  Then have fun shopping for the gift ideas 
the agencies suggested that are on the tag.  The last easy task is to deliver your gifts to St. Peter’s by the 
designated date in early December (yet to be determined).

Additional details will appear in the next two weeks in the Sunday bulletin insert and in Keynotes.  
Kate Mallon-Day (kantakate@aol.com) will be happy to answer your questions.
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On Friday, October 5, eleven young 
people and their chaperones gathered 
at Escape the Room Mystery in King 
of Prussia to take on the Billionaire’s 
Den.  Fortunately, the group escaped 
successfully, with about twenty minutes 

to spare.  All had a great time!  
Our traditional monthly “first weekend” youth 

gatherings continue this month, but with a slight 
difference—November’s event will happen on a Saturday 
afternoon instead of on a Friday evening.  On Saturday, 
November 3, Deby Harrison will lead a youth trip to 
Linvilla Orchards in Media from 3 to 5 p.m.  If your 
middle- or high-schooler is interested in attending, or 
if you can serve as a second adult chaperone, please 
contact Deby (conestogahighschool2020@gmail.com). 

Confirmation classes have begun, and three teens 
have begun the journey of discerning whether they 
will be confirmed by the Rt. Rev. James Shand when 
he visits St. Peter’s on Sunday, February 24.  Please 
keep Kathryn Lynn, Honor Nestlehutt, and Callie 
Stoltz, as well as their respective parish mentors Kate 
Mallon-Day, Shannon Mannon, and Heidi Fowler, in 
your prayers as they journey together in discipleship 
over the next few months. 

November Adult Formation

As always, everyone is invited 
to bring coffee and curiosity to the 
barn at 10:20 to participate in adult 
formation this month. 

•	 November 4:  David and Linda Parkyn’s 
presentation about hand-carved Guatemalan 
santos continues.  

•	 November 11: Ryan Battin, Jenny Disque, and 
Steve Ockenden report about the diocesan 
convention  they attended the previous two days.  

•	 November 18: The finance commission presents 
its semi-annual update mandated by our parish 
by-laws.  

•	 November 25: Our annual intergenerational 
Advent wreath-making event, a rewarding 
experience for all ages takes place (see the article 
to the right for details about this).  

Intergenerational 
Advent Wreath-Making

On Sunday, November 25, a week before 
the first Sunday in Advent, parishioners of all 
ages will have the opportunity to prepare for 
the season by making Advent wreaths during 
the formation hour at 10:20 a.m.   The quiet 
practice of lighting candles on 
these wreaths in our homes 
guides us in experiencing 
the approach of Christmas in 
meaningful ways, whether we 
do it solo, as a family, or with 
friends.

We provide straw wreaths, fresh greens and 
candles.  If you would like to bring an Advent 
wreath or ring from home to freshen up that 
day, you are welcome to do so.  (Contributions 
of greens from your yard would be much 
appreciated.)  We also provide materials to guide 
your readings, reflections, and conversations 
when lighting each candle.  

Contact Holly Hardester (sundayschool@
stpetersgv.org) for additional information.      

☩ Celebrate St Peter’s ☩
Thank you to those who have already 

pledged to St. Peter’s for 2019!  Parishioner 
pledges move us towards the budget goal of 
$470,000; provide 71% of the income needed to 
meet St. Peter’s expenses; and are important for 
planning church programs.  Please prayerfully 
consider increasing your current pledge by 
10%, or more if possible.  With God’s help, 
we will meet the pledge goal.  We will bless all 
pledges at each of the three morning worship 
services on All Saints Day, November 4, when 
Mark Nestlehutt will preach.    

You should have received a pledge card in 
the mail in mid-October; if yours did not arrive 
or was misplaced, you can pick one up in either 
gathering space or ask the office (610-644-2261) 
to send you one.  You can also complete your 
pledge online by clicking on “Giving” at our 
website (wwww.stpetersgv.org).  

God has done good work in and through 
us, and has more for us to do. Thank you for 
pledging.
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Advent Lessons and Carols ~ December 2

Advent is drawing near, and this year at St. Peter’s we will set the tone with a beautiful 
service of Advent Lessons and Carols at 4 p.m. on Sunday, December 2.  As the bidding 
prayer says, we will “prepare ourselves to hear once more the message of the Angels, to go 
to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger.”  Before the rush of the holidays, 
take time to remember what Christmas is about.  Please join us and invite a friend for Advent 
Lessons and Carols.  Plan to remain after the service and enjoy fellowship and candlelit 
seasonal fare catered by Three Crazy Ladies.

A Preview of Our Wednesday Evening Advent Program

While December may be a busy time for you, our Advent programming is designed to give you a chance 
to slow down, breathe, and fully enjoy the season.  Each Wednesday we offer an evening specially designed 
for your benefit. Please save these times and dates now, so that you can attend as many as possible.  

December 5—Quiet Evening, 7:30 to 9 p.m. (barn) 
This simple, contemplative evening begins with a brief reflection by the Reverend Elizabeth Eisenstadt-
Evans and then moves on to individual prayer, aided by options set up to help guide you.

December 12—Healing Service, 7:30 to 9 p.m. (barn)  
A simple celebration of Holy Eucharist is accompanied by meditative music.  For those who desire it, we 
offer the laying on of hands for healing and anointing with oil.  Light refreshments follow the service. 

December 19—Carol Sing and Supper, 6 to 8 p.m. (parish hall)
Join us for dinner, followed by singing of Advent and Christmas carols. This is a wonderful event for 
families and people of all ages.  Bring a friend and join the fun! 

Spreading Joy through Alternative Christmas

Although the Christmas season has become focused on shopping and materialism as a way to celebrate 
the Savior’s birth, our preparation for the holidays need not stress possessions.  To help fulfill the desire 
of many people to de-emphasize consumerism during the holidays, the outreach commission is again 
sponsoring St. Peter’s annual Alternative Christmas market.

This “market” enables us to honor the gift of love among our family members and friends by making 
a donation in someone’s name to any of our five outreach ministries:  Chester Children’s Chorus, Church 
Housing, The Clinic, Good Works, and St. James School.  Volunteers will staff the market after services on 
five Sundays and tell you about the work of these focus ministries.  For each person whom you honor, you 
will receive a gift card and information about the ministry you are supporting. 

The Alternative Christmas schedule and locations differ somewhat from past years, so please take note 
of this year’s format:

November 25—market in the barn, during the wreath-making event, 10:20 to 11:05
December 2— market in the church, after the 8 and 11:15 services 
December 9—market in the barn, 10:20 to 11:05
December 16—market in the church, after the 8 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services 
December  23—market in the barn after the 10 a.m. service
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Outreach News and Notes

Calling All Budding Actors!

Have your children ever dreamed 
of playing Mary or Joseph in a 
reenactment of the Christmas story?  
Now’s their chance!  Believe it or not, 
our annual 4 p.m. Christmas Eve service 
and pageant are fast approaching, and 
this year we hope to attract a top-notch 
cast of actors (children, youth, and even adults) to 
participate in this wonderful retelling of the story of 
Christ’s birth using a creative script written for us by 
parishioner Mary Anne Morgan. 

The rehearsal schedule is as follows:
Sun., Dec. 16, 10:20 to 11:05 a.m.
Wed., Dec. 19, 5 p.m. (before the carol sing)
Sun., Dec. 23, 11:15 a.m. (after the 10 a.m. service) 

If you are interested in participating, please contact 
Holly Hardester (sundayschool@stpetersgv.org).  

Hurricane Help fom St. Peter’s 

Reflecting its commitment to serving needs beyond our local community, the outreach commission 
recently designated $4000 to assist with hurricane relief. 

Nourishing Body and Spirit in Phoenixville
by Randy Klein 

Turkey, stuffing, gravy, mashed potatoes, pumpkin pie, convivial fellowship . . . .  What else could make 
a traditional Thanksgiving feast even more special?  You!  Our guests at the Phoenixville Monday night 
dinners truly appreciate the opportunity to share their stories with us.  Since holidays can be a lonely time, 
your listening to those stories can help our guests realize that they truly matter to us.   Of course, you can also 
join fellow parishioners in the fun of helping prepare and serve the meal!  

You don’t have to make a long-term commitment to St. Peter’s food ministry.  Just join us on Monday, 
November 12, and you will be thankful to be part of this outreach program as it enters its second year of 
helping Phoenixville residents who regularly face food insufficiency.  Eileen Klein (eileenklein@live.com) 
would love to hear that you plan to be at St. Peter’s, Phoenixville, on November 12, either to listen or to help 
with the meal itself . . . or both! 

• Brenda Grove, Jan Himmelreich, and Elissa 
Lewis for organizing the blood drive and then for 
communicating the unforeseen need to cancel it; 

• Dave Arnold for re-glazing and painting the 
windows in the church; 

• The busy hands of the needlework ministry that 
crafted school scarves and hats for new students 
at St. James School;

• Helen Ockenden for organizing the stewardship 
campaign kick-off and coffee hours, Alix Markee 
for the bags of birdseed, and Charlene Hanbury, 
Marcia McIlvain, and Helen Ockenden for the 
special coffee hour treats;

• Mary Anne Morgan and Mark Nestlehutt for 
helping train lay assistants during the Saturday 
morning workshop; 

• The Rev. Canon Toneh Smyth for preaching and 
leading adult forum; 

• Wilson Smith for leading the interview process 
to select a sole caterer who will both market 
the High Point and provide food and supporting 
services for events there; 

• The Rev. Dr. Kyle Babin for serving as St. 
Peter’s assistant rector. Nov. 4



Needlework Ministry Open House

Come to the needlework ministry’s 
November 3rd open house at 9:30 for continental 
breakfast and fellowship, and then work on a 

craft, using either needles or just plain old scissors.

Diocesan Convention

Our diocesan convention takes place 
November 9 and 10 at the Philadelphia 
Episcopal Cathedral. This year’s theme, 
“Walking out into the World…Turn hearts 
of stone into hearts of flesh,” is inspired by 
Ezekiel 11:19: “And I will give them one heart, 
and put a new spirit within them.  And I will 
take the heart of stone out of their flesh and 
give them a heart of flesh.” 

Convention opens with Eucharist and the 
bishop’s address at 6:30 on Friday evening, 
November 9, and the business of convention 
begins at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, November 10; 
more information is available at diopa.org.  
While only elected delegates have voice and 
vote, all are welcome as spectators.  

Do plan to attend adult forum the following 
day, Sunday, November 11, to hear our three 
lay delegates (Ryan Battin, Jenny Disque, 
Steve Ockenden) report on convention.  
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[The finance commission has reviewed this snapshot. Please direct any questions to its chair, Joe Herbst.]  

November 3 
Needlework ministry open house 

10 a.m.
Youth group Linvilla Orchards outing

3 to 5 p.m.  

November 4
All Saints’ Sunday

Stewardship ingathering
All services
Compline 
7:30 p.m.  

November 6
Election day

November 9 &10
Diocesan convention

September Financial Snapshot
    

            September        Year to Date    Year-end      Budget
    2018               September    Projection         2018

Parishioner Contributions $  28,946             $302,797     $441,811      $430,898
Total Income       35,711     466,580       662,743        684,998
Total Expense       50,531     512,144       671,733        684,998
Surplus/ (Deficit)     (14,820)      (45,564)         (8,990)                   0

November 10
Community barn dance

5 to 9 p.m.

November 13
Youth confirmation class 

6 p.m. 

November 17
Altar guild brunch 

November 18
Parish finance meeting

10:20 a.m.

November 25
Advent wreath-making

10:20 a.m.

Photo Op at the Women’s Weekend



 

The deadline for the 
December-January Beacon 

is November 15.  

Our Mission:
by the power of the Holy Spirit,

to nurture people of all ages in the
knowledge and love of God in Jesus Christ,

and to make Him known
in the wider community

Every Week at St. Peter’s

Sunday 
8 A.M.   Holy Eucharist* 
9 A.M.   Holy Eucharist**
  (Nursery care available**)
10:10 A.M. Christian formation** 
11:15 A.M.  Holy Eucharist*

Wednesday
9:30 A.M.  Moms’ Group ** 
10 A.M.  Morning Prayer & Bible Study*

Thursday
10:30 A.M. Intercessory Prayer Group ****

Friday
7 A.M.  Gathering of Men***
12 noon	 Parish	office	closes	

         * Church
        ** Barn             
      *** Parish House
    **** Bellingham 
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St. Peter’s Church in the Great Valley
2475 St. Peter’s Road, Malvern, PA 19355

Telephone: 610-644-2261 Fax: 610-644-7967
E-mail: parishoffice@stpetersgv.org   Web site: www.stpetersgv.org

The Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt, Rector
Dr. Bruce Glenny, Organist/Choirmaster
Susan House, Parish Administrator
Elizabeth Dwyer, Parish Secretary
Leigh Pavoni, Preschool Director
Gail Malcolm, Marketing and Event Manager
Liam Reid, Weekend Facilities Manager

A Note about Voting 
from Our Presiding Bishop 

“We are blessed as a nation to vote.  As 
citizens of this country this is a right, an 
obligation, and a duty.  Go vote.  Vote your 
conscience.  Your conscience informed 
by what it means to love your neighbor, 
to participate in the process of seeking 
the common good, to participate in the 
process of making this a better world.  
However you vote, go and vote.  And do 
that as followers of Jesus.”   

The Most Rev. Michael Curry


