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 Know Jesus  ~  Celebrate St. Peter’S  ~  Change the World 
by the Rev. Abigail Crozier Nestlehutt

Thanks to the grace of God, there is much to celebrate at St. Peter’s as we start a new program year.  Last 
month I shared with you the news of Peter Kreek’s generous gift enabling us to retire the mortgage on the 
bank barn.  That has been accomplished, and we start the year with a mortgage-burning and thank-you 
celebration on September 23.  Read more about this event in the invitation below.    

Peter’s gift is tremendous.  Without the concern of facing a looming balloon payment, we now have 
some breathing room that will allow for even more creative thinking about ministry as well as continued 
planning for future capital needs.  This is a good reason to celebrate.

The program year kicks off on Friday, September 7, with Fall Fest, our annual end-of-summer-start-of-
fall party bringing everyone together for fellowship and fun.  If you are in town, please make an effort to 
attend.  Since we worship at three different services most Sundays, these opportunities for everyone to be 
in the same place at the same time are important.  This way of celebrating serves to build community  and 
is fun as well.  

That same weekend we also return to our three-service schedule on September 9.  The ministries fair 
will follow each service and will be held outdoors on the lawn between the parish house and barn, weather 
permitting.  You will find a few additions this year, including the opportunity for everyone to win a prize!  
The focus of the fair will be on celebrating the many wonderful ministries of the parish.  I hope that you will 
attend and am confident that you will learn something and enjoy the fair.  

Bishop Gutiérrez’ call to parishes in the Diocese of Pennsylvania is, “Know Jesus.  Change the World.”  
At St. Peter’s we celebrate the ways in which we come to know Jesus, the unconditional love of God, and 
the ministries through which God invites us to serve and to care.  In this issue you will find evidence of a 
community engaged in knowing Jesus and loving the world.  Welcome to the 2018-19 program year.  Please 
read about the formation opportunities resuming this month, ongoing outreach activities, your chance to be 
a part of the Westminster Abbey choir residency right here at St. Peter’s, and more.  

You will hear a lot about celebrating St. Peter’s this year because there is so much here to celebrate.  
Thanks be to God.  

Everyone is invited to come together in the barn at 10 a.m. on Sunday, September 23, 
for our mortgage burning and “thank you” celebration.  

We will hold our three regular services, but the 9 o’clock service will end promptly at 9:55 
so that at 10 a.m. we can begin a brief liturgy marking the occasion, 

burn the mortgage, and enjoy a festive reception afterwards.  
Do plan to be part of this milestone event, made possible by Peter Kreek!  
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Monastic Wisdom and Modern Life
by the Rev. Dr. Kyle Babin

 
In today’s world, people are both highly connected through social media and technology and at the 

same time disconnected and isolated from one another.  It is a major challenge in such a culture to find 
a balance point between an obsession with every detail of the lives of surrounding people and a narrow 
way of being in which we could ostensibly survive without ever leaving the house.  While technology has 
benefited human civilization enormously and has some positive effects on the spiritual life, I believe that, 
if left unchecked, it also has some subtly detrimental effects on life with God.  Therefore I am increasingly 
interested in ancient wisdom of the Church for contemporary living, and believe that the large numbers 
of people flocking to retreat centers and monasteries is an encouraging sign.  Monastic communities offer 
something deep to be learned, which our world desperately needs, and it is exciting that a group from St. 
Peter’s will participate in a retreat at the Society of St. John the Evangelist in December.  

Perhaps the most influential monastic movement that still has a positive impact on the modern Church 
is that associated with St. Benedict of Nursia (c. 480-547 A.D.) Benedict’s most significant legacy is the Rule 
of St. Benedict, which established some governing principles for monastic life.  The underlying tone of the 
Rule is characterized by moderation and balance, and although it may seem somewhat harsh to modern 
ears, it offers several key tenets that I believe would greatly benefit spiritual life in 2018. 
Benedict’s Rule emphasizes the importance of community, an obvious principle for monastic life, but one 
that, at times, is lacking in a technological age.  Living together is hard work, and so anyone who dismisses 
monastic life as a cowardly escape from the world is seriously mistaken.  It is perhaps even more difficult 
to live in a confined community than in a large world where one can more easily retreat to one’s private 
corner.  The Rule beautifully expresses the idea of mutual concern: “No one is to pursue what he judges 
better for himself, but instead, what he judges better for someone else” (The Rule of St. Benedict, ed. Timothy 
Fry).  How might contemporary society heed this injunction?

A second aspect of virtuous living that Benedict stresses is humility characterized by self-denial.  
Contemporary culture does not encourage humility.  For Benedict, humility is not an affirmation of 
masochism but is instead a call to empty oneself in order to find God that is rooted in Christ’s own self-
emptying described in Philippians 2:6-11.  Benedict points to a fundamental theme in the Gospels of the 
lowly being exalted and the exalted being humbled.  Moreover, emptying oneself in humility means being 
willing to part with treasured possessions and to give up control.  It reminds us that we are not God; it 
also encourages daily reflection on our own mortality: “Day by day remind yourself that you are going 

to die.”  With our sophisticated modern knowledge, we 
would do well to remember that at some point, our human 
accomplishments will fall to dust and we will be face to 
face with our Maker.

Finally, Benedict’s Rule encourages the cultivation 
of a spirit of obedience—not a blind acquiescence to 
civil authorities but the monk’s obedience to the abbot.  
Obedience is less an idolization of hierarchical rank 
and more a disciplining of devotion so that respect and 
reverence are offered to another human being.  By honoring 
another human as a creature of God, one, in turn, shows 
reverence to God.  This respect also reveals itself in the 
Benedictine emphasis on hospitality, for “all guests who 
present themselves are to be welcomed as Christ.” 

You may be interested in reading Benedict’s Rule of Life, 
available in various modern translations, for it has much 
to teach us in this frenetic, self-consumed world.  If you are 
seeking balance and moderation and a spiritual respite from 
a sometimes overwhelming culture, the ancient monastic 
wisdom that still offers hope is a worthy companion.
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Inquirers’ Class with a New Spin

In this year’s inquirers’ class we will focus 
on discipleship, developing a rule of life, and 
crafting faithful living as we also cover traditional 
information about the Episcopal Church.  We 
will use Your Faith, Your Life: An Invitation to the 
Episcopal Church as a guide and also material from 
the Presiding Bishop’s Way of Love initiative.  If 
you have wanted to consider your faith more 
intentionally, or if you have questions you want to 
discuss, or if you are new to the Episcopal Church 
or to St. Peter’s, this opportunity is for you. 

If there is enough interest, the class will 
be offered in two sections, one on Wednesday 
evening and the other on Thursday morning to 
accommodate people’s schedules and needs.  
The proposed Wednesday evening dates are 
October 10 & 24, November 14 & 28, January 8 & 
23, February 13; for Thursday morning they are 
October 11 & 25, November 15 & 29, January 9 & 
24, February 14.  We will all come together for a 
half-day retreat as well.  The class is timed to lead 
up to the visit of the Rt. Rev. Bud Shand, retired 
bishop of the Diocese of Easton, who will be with 
us on Sunday, February 24.  

Please speak with Abigail (610-644-2261) or 
email her (abigail@stpetersgv.org) if you have 
questions or wish to sign up. 

Fall Lay Training Extravaganza!

If you are a veteran or a brand new usher, 
greeter, reader, intercessor, or Eucharistic minister, 
it’s time to RSVP for the lay training scheduled 
for Saturday, September 15, between 9 a.m. and 
12 noon.  Each area will have its own trainer, and 
a new session will start at the beginning of each 
hour.  So if, for example, you are both an usher 
and a reader, you can attend one session at 9 and 
one at 10; if you serve in only one capacity, you 
can attend at the one hour you choose.  To ensure 
consistency and collegiality, we ask both veterans 
and new volunteers to attend and assure you that  
we will provide refreshments.  

Please let parish secretary Elizabeth Dwyer 
know (elizabeth@stpetersgv.org) which training 
session(s) you plan to attend.  If you have 
questions, please contact Abigail (abigail@
stpetersgv.org). Thank you for your ministry! 

Coming September 9—Ministries Fair

All are heartily invited to visit our 2018 
ministries fair, which will follow all three services 
this year.  Weather permitting, it will take place in 
the grassy area between the church and barn parking 
lots known as “the rector’s grove”; should Mother 
Nature torpedo the plan, the fair will move indoors.

This event is designed to give everyone the “big 
picture” of the many ministries that make St. Peter’s 
such a vibrant place!  As always, we will serve 
refreshments, and—new this year—we will offer 
games for the young at heart.  So do plan to stay 
after worship and see the “big picture” of St. Peter’s 
ministries! 

Come One, Come All, 
to Our Gathering in the Fall!

Fall Fest returns on Friday, September 7, from 
6 to 8:30 p.m. and everyone is invited to this family 
event, whether new to St. Peter’s or a member for 
years.  We hope everyone will join us for this annual 
parish favorite, an evening of fun and fellowship that 
officially kicks off the new program year.  Weather 
permitting, we plan to gather 
on the lawn in front of the 
historic church—but will 
move indoors if we must.  

We hope you’ll bring the 
whole family to exchange 
stories of summer adventures as well as start 
preparing for the many events coming up at St. 
Peter’s this fall.  We ask each family to please bring 
an hors d’oeuvre serving eight to ten people; we 
provide the beverages.  Please help us plan by letting 
us know at your earliest convenience how many will 
attend, either by emailing RSVP@stpetersgv.org or 
by calling the church office (610-644-2261).  

The planning committee welcomes (and seeks) 
volunteers to assist with Fall Fest, so please contact 
Paige Infortuna (pinfortuna@msn.com) or Gail 
Guthridge (guthgirl60@gmail.com/610-688-1986) 
if you can help, or have questions.  We are looking 
forward to a great turnout on September 7, so be sure 
to put this not-to-be-missed event on your calendar.  
See you there!
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The Choir Year Begins Anew
by Bruce Glenny

Why not join St. Peter’s music program this year?  Several people have asked about joining the choir, 
and the beginning of a new choir year is an ideal time to do so!  New members are always welcome and are 
heartily invited to join one of our dedicated groups, which offer a place for every age and ability.

The family choir, open to all who can match pitch, sings at 9 a.m. each Sunday and also at some 
special services.  This choir sings a broad range of liturgical music, leads the psalms, hymns and 
service music; it is especially convenient for busy people, as it rehearses every other week.  

The gallery choir sings a challenging repertoire from the rich body of Anglican church music from 
medieval times to the present.  Membership requires a significant time commitment (it rehearses 
weekly), the ability to read music well, and a short interview/audition with me.

The inTergeneraTional hand bell choir rehearses from 6 to 7 on Thursday evenings.  New ringers 
are always welcome; some prior music reading knowledge is required.

The children’s choir, directed by Ryan Battin, is made up of Sunday school children in first through 
fifth grade.  They all begin Sunday school with a brief musical component and on occasion present 
a song, hymn, or anthem at the 9 a.m. service.

The chamber choir, which includes accomplished singers from the parish and beyond, sings 
evensongs and special services throughout the year.  

Members of the family, gallery and hand bell choirs kick off the year with their annual joint potluck 
supper and rehearsal at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, September 6, when they 
eat, sing, and pray together and, of course, catch up on each other’s summer 
activities.

We invite you to try us out for a week or a month, and hope you will decide 
to join this important ministry for the whole year.  If you have questions about 
any of the choirs or want to schedule an audition for the gallery choir, just leave 
me a message at 610-644-2261, ext. 302.

[See page 8 for coverage of the Westminster Abbey residency.]  

The people of St. Peter’s 
and their friends 

are invited to 
a special choral evensong

Sunday, September 16
 4 p.m.

featuring music 
from the choir residency 
at Westminster Abbey.

Light refreshments 
follow the service.

Choir Schedule 

Thursday, September 6 
Opening get-together for family, gallery, and hand bell choirs

Potluck supper, 6:30 p.m.; rehearsal and compline follow

Family Choir
Rehearsal, alternate Thursdays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., beginning 9/13 

Sunday warm-up, 8:30 a.m.

Gallery Choir
Rehearsal, Thursdays 7:30 or 8:30 to 9:30 p.m., beginning 9/13 

Sunday warm-up, 10:45 a.m. 

Handbell Choir
Rehearsal, Thursdays, 6 to 7 p.m., beginning 9/13

Children’s Choir
Rehearsal, during Sunday school, beginning 9/16
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Sunday school opens 
on September 16, and we 
are particularly excited to 
start this year with a new 
curriculum that presents the 
Bible through storytelling, 
play-acting, art, and games. 
Following the lectionary 

closely and focusing mostly on the Gospels, its 
lessons lead each child to experience the love of 
Jesus; from time to time some lessons present Old 
Testament stories, the epistles, and the psalms.   

Sunday school for four-year-olds through 
sixth graders takes place in the lower level of the 
barn after the 9 a.m. service.   It begins in the choir 
room, with music led by Ryan Battin: the children 
learn new songs that they offer periodically during 
worship services.   After choir, the children move 
to age-based classrooms for age-appropriate lessons 
and a snack with their friends.  Occasionally they 
go on excursions around the church and grounds 
or have outdoor activities; they also participate in 
outreach projects.  

Meanwhile, parents can attend adult formation 
during the children’s formation hour and then 
gather up their children from the classrooms at 
11:05.  Nursery care for the youngest children 
continues throughout this hour, and “tweens” and 
teens meet for youth formation then.

The teachers understand that family schedules 
frequently interrupt regular attendance, and 
welcome all children whenever, and however often, 
they attend.  The children seem to enjoy Sunday 
school more when many of them are present to 
share in the experience, but all of them know that 
sometimes they too have to miss a day.           

You can register your children for Sunday 
school in person on the first Sunday they attend 
or online (www.stpetersgv.org/ministry/sunday-
school).  All children are invited to participate in 
Sunday school; family membership in St. Peter’s 
is not a requirement.  Contact Holly Hardester 
(SundaySchool@stpetersgv.org or 484-319-6323) if 
you have questions.  

Previewing the Coming Year
An exciting year awaits St. Peter’s 

youth group!  Our weekly Sunday 
meetings resume on September 16 
at 10:20 a.m. in the youth room on 
the lower level of the barn.  This year, 
a team of adults will help lead these 

sessions, so that the young people hear a variety 
of voices.  We will use Youth Emmaus, an excellent 
Church of England curriculum that emphasizes 
learning about the Christian faith as a journey and 
seeks to meet every young person wherever each is 
in his or her spiritual life.  The curriculum includes 
interesting lessons that combine group games and 
enjoyable activities with substantive presentations 
of topics about the Christian faith.  

This year we will continue to offer weekend 
social gatherings about once a month and encourage 
our young people to invite friends to these events, 
which are great ways for them to relax, bond, and 
connect apart from our Sunday morning sessions.  
Suggested activities for this coming program year 
include snow tubing, Escape the Room, movie-
&-dinner night, another trip to New York City, 
ice skating, and a professional sports game, and 
an end-of year mission trip (destination as yet 
undetermined).  If you have any questions about 
the youth program at St. Peter’s, please get in touch 
with Kyle (kyle@stpetersgv.org).  

Youth Confirmation Class
We will offer a confirmation class  for interested 

youth in grades nine through twelve, in preparation 
for the February 24th visit of the Rt. Rev. James Shand, 
retired Bishop of Easton (Maryland).  Please note 
that participating in the class does not automatically 
commit anyone to being confirmed.  Young people are 
welcome to attend classes before deciding whether 
they wish to be confirmed.

We are currently working out a schedule for the 
class, which will begin in October, so if your high-
schooler is interested in participating, please contact 
Kyle (kyle@stpetersgv.org) as soon as possible. 

Children’s Chapel 

Children’s chapel for three- to eight-year-olds resumes at the 9 a.m. service on Sunday, September 9.  
These little ones are invited to participate if they prefer not to remain with their parents through the whole 
service. 

We are seeking additional helpers, both adults and young people, to lead children’s chapel.  If you are 
interested in serving, please contact Dan Houston (jdanielhouston@gmail.com). 
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Plaza Suite: Producer of Laughs and Tears 

St. Peter’s Players eighth production, the late Neil Simon’s Plaza Suite, enjoyed a highly successful run 
of four performances in the barn in mid-May.  Audiences delighted in the mixture of comedy and pathos in 
the three stories that transpired as three different couples occupied suite 719 at New York’s venerable Plaza 
Hotel.

Thanks go out to the veteran eleven-member cast who brought these bittersweet and farcical tales to life; 
to the stage crew (“doubling” as maids) and their leader Katie Franz who skillfully re-dressed the set during 
the intermissions; and to Joe Franz whose technical know-how created a split set depicting two rooms.  Off-
stage, Paige Infortuna, Cliff Castle, Charlene Hanbury, Larry Malcolm, Jan Muck, Sally Orr, and Jane and 
Page Thompson competently handled the business details.  Jason Hacker, along with his crew of vestry 
volunteers, engineered a sumptuous preview party in April.  Thanks also go out to everyone who helped by 
taking tickets, ushering, and staffing the concession table.

This year’s production netted $2333 for St. Peter’s, bringing the eight-year total to over $47,000!  The 
greatest thanks are reserved for the two hundred people who attended the play and participated in the 
thought-provoking, post-show “talk-backs” with the actors.  

Cast and Crew (l to r): Cassandra Shannon, Katie Franz, Sandy Sachs (the 
maids); Clayton Platt and Susan Butterworth (Act II); Missy Philips, Victor 
Utz, Nabi Moghadam, Lita Haack, Don Cheetham (Act I); Melissa Shaner, 
Dave Arnold, Kayla Cross, PJ Barth (Act III)

Norma and Roy Hubley (Melissa Shaner and 
Dave Arnold) lament their daughter’s locking 
herself in the bathroom on her wedding day.

Celebrate St. Peter’s 
It will soon be time for us to pledge for 2019.  So many 

wonderful things have happened this past year, and St. Peter’s 
thanks you for the many ways you participate in and support 
its ministry.  

We are all part of the exciting, loving and vibrant 
community that is St. Peter’s Church in the Great Valley, and 
we are growing in every way.  We offer a variety of spiritual, 
enriching, thought-provoking and also just fun-filled activities.  
We celebrate St Peter’s when we provide food for the hungry, 
send our youth to help hurricane victims in Texas, maintain 
our lovely campus, enjoy a picnic on the patio, or discuss issues 
of the spirit and the world during our education programs.    

As fall approaches, please consider how your pledge of 
financial support in the coming year can strengthen our on-
going programs and enable new opportunities for our parish. 

A Note for Seniors about the 
QCD Pledging Option

 If you are over 70 ½ and taking your 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), 
you may be able to designate a portion of 
it as a Qualified Charitable Distribution 
(QCD) and contribute those funds to St. 
Peter’s Church to fulfill your pledge.  We 
have therefore added QCD as a pledge 
payment option on the 2019 pledge card.  

Using a QCD to support St Peter’s 
may reduce tax liability for some, but it 
is important to consult a tax adviser to 
determine if this option is right for your 
circumstances and what you may need to 
do to initiate a QCD.  
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October Women’s Weekend 

It’s time for the women of the parish to 
reserve a spot at our ninth annual women’s 
weekend, Friday, October 19 to Sunday, October 
21.  The “Story Time” theme of this year’s event, 
once again held at the Temenos Retreat Center 
in West Chester, will invite us to reflect on why 
the stories we read as children stay with us, 
what makes for a good story for people, and 
how we can use children’s stories to answer 
adult questions about the meaning of being a 
friend (The Giving Tree), or the importance of 
community (The Relatives Came).  Why did your 
favorite childhood story matter to you?  And 
why did Jesus tell “simple” stories as teaching 
devices?  In keeping with the theme, we are 
asking participants to bring a book for St. Peter’s 
to donate to a children’s library.

This weekend is always marked by laughter, 
getting to know each other better, and good 
eating, and we encourage women who have 
never attended to join us this year, either for 
the whole weekend, or on Saturday only.  
While Temenos can accommodate only twenty 
overnight guests, it can accommodate additional 
attendees on Saturday; this arrangement enables 
those who cannot spend the whole weekend 
with us to join us for part of it.    

We encourage everyone to sign up now; the 
cost for the full weekend is $200 (including three 
meals on Saturday and Sunday breakfast), and 
the Saturday-only cost (including three meals) 
is $90.  As in the past, funds are available for 
scholarships as well for a babysitting voucher.  
Instead of dinner on Friday evening, we ask 
everyone to please bring munchies and beverage 
of choice (alcohol is permitted at Temenos). To 
sign up or ask questions, please contact Lynn 
Mander (lsmander@gmail.com or 610-613-5358).

Adult Formation:  Be Part of It!

On September 16, our first adult forum will look 
back on St. Peter’s summer activities.  
Bruce Glenny and the choir members 
who sang at Westminster Abbey will 
talk about their residency and about 
the preparation process leading up to it.  Then Kyle 
Babin and the participants in the June mission trip 
will reflect on their four days of hurricane relief work 
in Beaumont, TX, complete with pictures of the people 
they met and the places they visited, including the 
Johnson Space Center in Houston.

On September 23, adult formation will be on hold, 
to enable the whole parish to come together at 10 a.m. 
to celebrate the retiring of our mortgage and to thank 
Peter Kreek for the gift that made this possible.  (More 
information about this appears on page 1.)

On September 30, Sue Andrews will present the 
first of a two-part series on our prison system, talking 
about prisons run for profit vs. state-run prisons; the 
death penalty; juvenile lifers; minorities in prison; and 
the Church’s teaching on incarceration.  She will also 
describe Kairos Prison Ministries International and 
her work with Kairos Outside, a support group for 
women with incarcerated loved ones.  There will be an 
opportunity to ask questions about and get involved in 
Kairos. 

Throughout the year, adult formation will highlight 
the work of the parishioners who are addressing issues 
of race and justice in our parish and our community.  
We will have numerous opportunities to hear from 
them and from others with insight into this sensitive 
and important topic.

To learn more about all the adult formation 
offerings planned for the fall, stop by the ministries fair 
on September 9 and pick up our brochure.  Then come 
to the barn on Sunday mornings from 10:20 to 11:05.  
Bring your coffee cup and your curiosity, and join the 
conversations!

July Financial Snapshot
    

   July            Year to Date     Year-end        Budget
   2018                 July         Projection           2018

Parishioner Contributions $  42,738             $244,771         $438,671        $430,898
Total Income       61,298  387,848              658,458          684,998
Total Expense       51,039  411,233              672,130          684,998
Surplus/ (Deficit)      10,259   (23,385)       (13,672)        0

Mortgage Payment  $    1,488
Interest            623
Principal           865

Mortgage Balance    198,843
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Westminster Abbey Residency Revisited

Despite the intense heat of our first three days in London, 
rehearsals and services went well from my perspective.  Quite 
a lot of time went into rehearsing of the processional, however, 
and those of us who led the decani and cantori sides into the 
“quire” felt a bit of nervous excitement in the beginning, 
especially since the vergers told us we were moving either too 
fast or too slowly.  Oh, well, by the time we finished our final 
three services on Sunday, we were solid . . . at least those of us 
in the first two rows!

Our repertory was wonderful and well received, according to 
our choir “groupies,” who attended nearly every service and spoke 
with locals who regularly attend evensong at the Abbey.  Bruce 
really brought out the best in us, even though we practiced at least 
two two-and-a-half hours prior to the 4 p.m. evensongs.  I literally 
believed I was singing “for the glory of God” in that lovely space.

A serendipitous gift of the entire trip was bonding with many of 
the non-singers who accompanied us.  These new friendships will 
remain in my heart, and I treasure all the laughs we shared on so 
many occasions.  Most especially I treasure the time I spent and delightful conversations I had with the 
young people on the trip: Jack Franz, Emily and Abigail Hacker, and Asa and Honor Nestlehutt.  What a 
treat for this former teacher, now grandmother, to have meaningful discussions and many laughs over soft 
drinks and desserts with these most interesting individuals.  —Charlotte Mark

My second trip with the choir—the music was 
superb and at the very highest level.  Thrilling to 
sit in Westminster Abbey and participate in those 
inspiring services.  A very special experience.  

—Mary Ann Morgan

Dave and I were groupies at the choir’s 
residency at Westminster Abbey, and it was 
an amazing experience for us.  While we were 
sightseeing and enjoying ourselves, the choir 
rehearsed, every day but Wednesday, starting at 
1:30 p.m. at the latest, and they did not finish until 
evensong ended around 6 o’clock.  They sang three 
services on Sunday, which meant they were in the 
Abbey from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m., truly a full-time job 
for them.  The results, however, were spectacular 
to behold.  Their voices were beautiful and awe-
inspiring, especially as they echoed off into the far 
reaches of the Abbey.  I have never been so proud 
of our choir as when I listened, either at evensong 
or Sunday matins, to the culmination of all their 
hard work and witnessed the effect their music 
had on the large crowds that gathered for every 
service.

I wish to thank each choir member and 
especially Bruce Glenny for making Westminster 
such a memorable and proud moment for us.  

—Mary Ann Tatum

It was wonderful to spend time, when not 
rehearsing or singing a service, getting to know 
my fellow choir members.  Being a chorister came 
about unexpectedly for me, since my prior musical 
involvement was playing piano and my son is an 
organ student who occasionally plays at St. Peter’s.  
With hard work, many rehearsals, and time, I became 
more comfortable as a chorister.  When Bruce asked 
me at a group dinner about how things were going, 
I replied, “I am just as terrified singing here at 
Westminster Abbey as I am singing at St. Peter’s, 
so there is little difference for me.  I did get a little 
choked up when we sang my favorite hymn during 
a service at Westminster, however.”  —Luci Russell  
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September 1 
Needlework ministry 

10 a.m.  

September 2
Blessing of school backpacks

10 a.m.  

September 6
Choir supper and rehearsal 

6:30 p.m.  

September 7
Fall Fest

6 to 8:30 p.m.

September 9
Regular 3-service schedule resumes

Ministries fair 
after each service 

September 15
Lay leader training 
9 a.m. to 12 noon

September 16
Choral evensong 

4 p.m.  

September 23
Mortgage burning celebration

10 a.m. 
(services and Sunday school as usual;

no adult formation)
Holy Hike

3 p.m.  

Getting to Know Each Other 
in a Foyer Group

 
Even though summer suppers have ended, 

you can extend the fun of sharing a casual meal 
with fellow parishioners by joining a Foyer group.  
There’s nothing complicated about this: just let 
us know that you’re interested and answer a few 
questions designed to help us create groups—like 
whether your home is child-friendly and accessible 
to all, how many you can comfortably seat for a 
meal, whether you need to avoid steps or have any 
food or pet allergies.

Using your emailed answers, we create small 
groups (of eight to ten people) and then distribute 
email addresses to those in each group.  After that, 
all the groups decide for themselves such details as 
when and where to meet and whether to gather for 
dinner, brunch, or lunch.  In most groups, the host 
serves an entrée and everyone else brings the salad, 
dessert, appetizer, and beverage components of the 
meal. 

We are now shuffling last year’s groups and 
adding new participants to the mix.  So if you want 
to give the Foyer program a try, this is a great time 
to let Lynn Mander know (lsmander@gmail.com or 
610-613-5358).  If you are already participating in 
Foyers, you needn’t to do a thing . . . except share 
your enthusiasm about being in a Foyer group with 
fellow parishioners who haven’t joined one yet! 

Trying Again—
Our Rescheduled July Hike

We’re hoping Mother Nature will cooperate this 
time and keep her thundering fury at bay on Sunday, 
September 23, so that we can do our weather-delayed 
July hike in Okehocking Preserve in Newtown 
Square.  We will meet at 3 p.m. in the preserve parking 
lot off Route 3, west of route 252, and walk on the 
wooded trail through this nature preserve, stopping 
along the way to celebrate Eucharist in this beautiful 

area.  At the end of the hike, we will relax 
with refreshments and conversation.  If 
you have never joined us on one of these 
serene hikes, this is a good time to try it 
out!  Please let Abigail know (abigail@
stpetersgv.org) that you’re planning to 
participate.

 

Have you seen the color version 
of The Beacon on our website yet?



 

The deadline for the 
October Beacon 

is September 15.  

Our Mission:
by the power of the Holy Spirit,

to nurture people of all ages in the
knowledge and love of God in Jesus Christ,

and to make Him known
in the wider community

Every Week at St. Peter’s

Sunday 
(beginning Sept. 9)
8 a.m.   Holy Eucharist* 
9 a.m.   Holy Eucharist**
  (Nursery care available**)
10:10 a.m. Christian formation** 
11:15 a.m.  Holy Eucharist*

Wednesday
9:30 a.m.  Moms’ Group ** 
10 a.m.  Morning Prayer & Bible Study*

Thursday
10:30 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group ****

Friday
7 a.m.  Gathering of Men***
12 noon Parish office closes 

         * Church
        ** Barn             
      *** Parish House
    **** Bellingham 
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